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Let your HEAD take you 


(The average American today 
has a choice of just going where 
**his feet take him’’ , or choosing 
wisely the course to follow. Let’s 
skip ahead 10 years, and take a 
look at John Jones—and listen 
to him...) 


pee I feel so good it 


almost scares me. 


“This house—I wouldn’t swap 
a shingle off its roof for any other 
house on earth. This little valley, 
with the pond down in the hol- 
low at the back, is the spot I like 
best in all the world. 

“And they’re mine. I own ’em. 
Nobody can take ’em away from 
me. 

“T’ve got a little money com- 
ing in, regularly. Not much—but 
enough. And I tell you, when you 


can go to bed every night with 
nothing on your mind except the 
fun you’re going to have tomor- 
row—that’s as near Heaven as 
man gets on this earth! 

“It wasn’t always so. 

“Back in ’46—that was right 
after the war and sometimes the 
going wasn’t too easy—I needed 
cash. Taxes were tough, and then 
Ellen got sick. Like almost every- 
body else, I was buying Bonds 
through the Payroll Plan—and I 
figured on cashing some of them 
in. But sick as she was, it was 
Ellen who talked me out of it. 


“ Don’t do it, John!’ she said. 
‘Please don’t! For the first time 
in our lives, we’re really saving 
money. It’s wonderful to know 
that every single payday we have 
more money put aside! John, if 


we can only keep up this saving, 
think what it can mean! Maybe 
someday you won’t have to work. 
Maybe we can own a home. And 
oh, how good it would feel to 
know that we need never worry 
about money when we’re old!’ 


“Well, even after she got better, 
I stayed away from the weekly 
poker game—quit dropping alittle 
cash at the hot spots now and 
then—gave up some of the things 
a man feels he has a right to. We 
didn’t have as much fun for a 
while but we paid our taxes and 
the doctor and—we didn’t touch 
the Bonds. 

“What’s more, we kept right 
on putting our extra cash into 
U. S. Savings Bonds. And the 
pay-off is making the world a 
pretty swell place today!” 


The Treasury Department acknowledges with appre- 


ciation the publication of this advertisement 
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Millions Are No More 


On the eve of the first Zionist Congress after the Second World War we stand 
in mourning at the graves of millions of our brothers to whom it was not given 
to see the day of victory over their savage destroyer—millions of Jews in all 
the lands who wanted to live, to toil, to create as Jews, who were the very em- 
bodiment of Jewish yearning for redemption in Zion. 


Their Absence Redoubles Our Obligation 


Those millions were not privileged to live and to fight by our side. That privilege 
denied them now becomes our redoubled obligation. The battle for survival 
now falls upon our shoulders, upon those who have survived. It is for us to do 
the work, alone—without our brothers in Poland, Rumania, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Germany and the other countries of Europe. We who were granted life must 
hallow the memory of those who were not and assure the future of our people 
that it know no more grief and go on to a long life of security in its own land. 
Every two Jews, wherever they may be, are today accompanied by a third 
one who is not there but who acts as their conscience and demands: let not the 
earth have drunk my blood in vain! Out of my tragedy must spring the libera- 
tion of our people! There is much work to be done, the battle is a difficult one! 
The time for both has come! 


The Zionist Congress Will Bring Proof 


In a few months the people will be counted. The elections to the Zionist Con- 
gress will bring together under one banner every Jew and every Jewess who is 
alive and loyal to the cause, who shares in the sorrow and misfortune of Israel 
and who yearns for solace. 


As A Single United People 


The Jews of the entire world will unite in one overwhelming answer to our 
enemies who have sought to destroy us and to our “friends” who sought to 
divide us and to reduce us again to wanderers over the world baring their 
necks to every axe. 


The Shekel which was announced at the first Zionist Congress (1897) is an an- 
nual fee paid to the World Zionist Organization. It is the certificate of citizenship. 
Every Jew who buys a Shekel testifies to his participation in the Zionist aspira- 
tion and in the program of the Zionist Organization and thereby strengthens the 
hand of Zionism in its battle for realization. 


Every Shekel Buyer — A Voter 


All Shekel purchasers, regardless of sex, who are eighteen years or over have 
the right to vote and those 24 years or over have the right to be elected dele- 
gates to the Zionist Congress. The Congress delegates decide the course of 
Zionist activity. The Shekel-purchasing voters constitute an independent, demo- 
cratic body who determine the course of the Zionist program and its direction. 
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Labor Zionist and Progressive Bloc 
The 22nd Zionist Congress will to the 
ife of Zionism and Judaism: Every 
Jew may participate in these deci- Send me a Shekel Book of Ten 
sions and can obtain the right to Shkolim (50c each) to sell. 
do so by acquiring the Zionist Name 
Shekel for 1946. 
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A famous correspondent writes 
an informal and highly readable 
book on one of the most im- 


portant questions of our day. 


TO WHOM 
PALESTINE? 
by FRANK GERVASI 


“An exciting analysis of how 
we can have international jus- 
tice in the Near East . . . worth 
the careful. perusal of everyone 
with a voice, direct or indirect, 
in the making of the post-war 
world.” —-DREW PEARSON 


Ww 


“My hat is off to Gervasi for an 
exciting and heartwarming book 
about Palestine.” 

—I. F. STONE 


Ww 


. fascinating, dynamic, well- 
informed. This is a brilliant and 
sound contribution to American 
knowledge of conditions in this 
red-hot corner of creation.” 

—WILLIAM B. ZIFF 


$2.50 


B. APPLETON-CENTURY CO., Inc. 
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TELAVIV 98 27 
NLT AMPOALIM HAMLIN 
' 45 EAST 17 NEWYORK 


DESPITE ALL DIFICULTIES HISTADRUT CONTINUES CON] 
STRUCTIVE UPBUILDING OF COUNTRY STOP 80 DELEGATES 
NOW WITH REMNANTS OF ISRAEL IN EUROPE HELPING THEM 
ORGANIZE CULTURAL LIFE EDUCATION DURING TRANSITIONAL 
PERIOD AND ASSISTING THEM IN TRAINING FOR PRODUC- 
TIVE PALESTINE LIFE STOP ABSORBING NEWCOMERS WHO 
REACHED COUNTRY VARIOUS WAYS STOP HISTADRUT MUST 
IMMEDIATELY INCREASE CAPACITY OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
SCHOOLS AND COURSES FOR EIGHT THOUSAND STUDENTS ALSO 
ASSIST FINANCIALLY COOPERATIVE HOUSING PROJECTS IN 
CITIES VILLAGES AS ONLY WAY OVERCOME HOUSING CRISIS 
FOR CHALUTZIM ARRIVING PARTISANS AND FAMILIES STOP 
CABLE IMMEDIATELY BARCLAYS FORTY THOUSAND POUNDS 
STOP HISTADRUTS BEST WISHES ALL ACTIVE FRIENDS 


MEREMINSKI LEVINSON 


Within 48 hours of receipt of this cable the National Committee for 
Labor Palestine cabled $200,000 to the Histadrut! 
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Comment and Review 

GULLIT eT TTT rarsuaraseeeniscent a 

TRANSJORDAN the League of Nations did not authorize the non- 


HE BRITISH GOVERNMENT last month 

signed a new agreement with the Emir of Trans- 
jordan. According to this pact, the eastern part of 
Palestine is to become a sovereign state, and Great 
Britain undertakes to recommend the new state for 
membership in the United Nations. Thus another 
may be added to the existing number of Arab states. 


To be sure, the latest treaty with the government 
of Transjordan can claim no validity from a strict 
legal point of view. Great Britain has, until the pres- 
ent, been merely the mandatory power over that area. 
She has no right, solely by her own decision, to turn a 
territory placed in her trust into a sovereign state. 
Were the old League of Nations still functioning, it 
would have had to sanction this act. But the matter 
is still of some concern to those nations—the so- 
called Allied Powers—that entrusted Great Britain 
with the Palestine Mandate, even before the League 
of Nations was organized, as well as to the United 
Nations, the successor of the League. Shall we assume 
that the British government has already obtained, 
unofficially, the support of France and the United 
States and, furthermore that she has good reason to 
expect that the United Nations organization will 
not hinder the setting up of a sovereign state in the 
Transjordan? To be sure, recent repors from Wash- 
ington say that our government has not sanctioned 
the independence of Transjordan, but perhaps this 
statement is to be interpreted as meaning that official 
sanction has not yet been granted. Seeking American 
cooperation and support in the Middle East, as they 
do more and more, Attlee and Bevin cannot be ex- 
pected to take any serious political action in that part 
of the world without consulting the United States. 

This severe set-back for Jewish demands and hopes 
is not an altogether new development. The Balfour 
Declaration (because of differences with the French) 
did not indicate the boundaries of the Palestine 
where the Jewish National Home was to be built. 
As to the Mandate, it contains Article 25, which states 
that “In the territories lying between the Jordan and 
the eastern boundary of Palestine as ultimately deter- 
mined, the Mandatory shall be entitled, with the 
consent of the Council of the League of Nations, to 
postpone or withhold the application of such pro- 
visions of this mandate as he may consider inappli- 
cable to the existing local conditions.” In September, 
1922, the League Council accepted a British memo- 
randum according to which all the paragraphs in 
the Mandate relative to the Jewish National Home 
were not to apply to the Transjordan. However, by 
accepting the British memorandum, the Council of 


application of the provisions on the Jewish National 
Home to Transjordan, as a permanent measure. 
Article 25 authorizes the British Government (in 
recognition of temporary difficulties) to “postpone 
or withhold,” but not to annul the implementation 
of the Balfour Declaration in that territory. If any 
“etymological” proof were required, it could be fur- 
nished by the French text of the Mandate. It clearly 
speaks of the right of the Mandatory Power “de re- 
tarder ou suspendre” the application of the National 
Home provisions. By “suspendre” a temporary ar- 
rangement is indicated: le:ving things in suspense. 


TRANSJORDAN is roughly three times as large as 
Western Palestine (the exact boundary line has not 
yet been drawn) and the country is very sparsely 
settled: its population is less than 350,000. If we 
are to believe early appraisals by British experts, we 
Jews would not lose much by the excision of Eastern 
Palestine. They indicate that only the narrow stretch 
of land between the Jordan and the Dead Sea on the 
east and the Hedjaz Railway on the west is cultivable 


‘—all told, a little less than 5,000 square kilometers. 


The same experts, or others equally “authoritative,” 
have, however, at other times said that it was sheer 
waste to buy land in Western Palestine which now 
flourishes under Jewish cultivation. Government off- 
cials refused to believe that we could establish a 
thriving settlement on the spot where Kfar Anavim 
(in the vicinity of Jerusalem) now stands. 


Judging by the successful experiments carried out 
during the past twenty-five years in certain areas of 
Eastern Palestine, we have no doubt that the possi- 
bility of large scale colonization exists in the Trans- 
jordan. In the course of centuries of destruction and 
systematic plunder, and under the irresponsible 
robber-economy of the Beduin settlements, the desert, 
so to speak, “broke into” the Transjordan. But the 
land can be “healed” as it was “healed” on the other 
side of the Jordan, it can be artificially irrigated, 
and thus the desert can be pushed back. Mommsen’s 
description of Transjordan under Trajan’s rule illus- 
trates clearly enough how fertile that area was in 
ancient times and what prosperity its people enjoyed. 
If a large population could live there under an- 
cient Greek and Roman rule, surely in the 20th cen- 
tury there is room for many, many more than the 
320,000 souls who now eke out a miserable existence 
there. In the last few years, even Britons and Arabs 
have come to realize that the Transjordan could be- 
come a densely populated and prosperous area, if it 
were opened to an influx of Jewish initiative and 
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energy. It is only political considerations that keep 
many of them from admitting this fact publicly. 


EASTERN PALESTINE is full of historic associations 
for Jews. In so far as the Jewish claim to Palestine 
is based on “historic right,” the Transjordan must be 
regarded not merely as neighboring territory, but as 
an integral part of Palestine. In the epoch of the 
Kings many Jews lived there and they left the stamp 
of their civilization on the land. Transjordan in the 
days of the Hasmoneans was, in the political sense, 
no less Jewish than Judea or the Galilee. Under 
Herod's reign both Jews from Babylon and “Juda- 
ized” Edomites settled in the regions of Bashan and 
Hauran. There:are until this day: remains of the 
“special stations” where beacon fires were lit to notify 
Jews of the advent of the new moon. 

In the Decapolis (ten commercial cities which en- 
joyed a certain administrative autonomy) in the 
time of Herod and other Roman rulers, there lived a 
goodly number of Jews. Jews were not the least in 
advancing the economic and cultural level of the 
country: the larger cities of the Transjordan boasted 
their canals and reservoirs, their bathhouses and 
markets, theatres and circuses, and they even per- 
mitted themselves the luxury of importing superior 
building materials for temples and other buildings. 
Later, in Talmudic times, too, important Jewish set- 
tlements were to be found in that part of the Trans- 
jordan known as Gaulan. Remains of synagogues and 
private dwellings with Hebrew inscriptions and Jew- 
ish ornamental motifs still exist. As late as the 14th 
century, travelers wrote in their journals of Jewish 
settlements in the Moslem cities (Jews having been 
expelled from Christian cities). Only the devastating 
attacks of the Beduins later ravaged the Jewish settle- 
ments, as well as the cities generally. 

In the mind of the Jew, the Transjordan is not a 
“Gentile territory,” it is not part of “the Diaspora.” 
The Gaulan is, according to tradition, the same place 
which Moses named as one of the three cities of 
sanctuary, whither everyone unintentionally guilty of 
manslaughter must flee, inorder to live unpunished 
and undisturbed. The “kine of Bashan” mentioned in 
the Bible also derive from the Transjordan. The large 
city of Sosetha (or Hippos, as it was called by the 
Greeks) had in the days of the Second Temple a 
sizable Jewish community, which participated ac- 
tively in the bloody rebellions against the Romans. 
The vicinity around Sosetha was so thickly popu- 
lated with Jews then—landowners and farm laborers 
alike—that the area was obliged to pay the heave- 
offering and the tithe and generally to observe the 
commandments dependent upon residence in the 
land of Israel. In Bashan there still stands a village 
called Naveh, which is mentioned in the Mishnah 
as an important Jewish community. From inscrip- 
tions and travelers’ reports it is clear that Jews lived 
there as late as the 13th century, and it cannot be 
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altogether without significance that a tombstone 
found close by is known to Arabs as “Job’s grave.” 
We do not know how much historic truth lies in the 
Biblical story that Moses vanquished Og, King of 
Bashan; however, that, shall we say, “lengendary” 
battle did not happen, without reason, to be placed 
in the Transjordan, in the city of Edrei, where Jews 
lived as late as the 14th century. If we go further, 
to the north of Mt. Hauran is a village called Nem- 
ara, which is on the site of the ancient commu- 
nity of Namarin, where the heralds of the new moon 
used to go with their signal-torches, to announce the 
holiday from there by a chain of beacons to the 
Diaspora. Wherever one turns in the Transjordan, 
one stumbles on the sites of Jewish communities. 
Bozra, which is mentioned in the history of the wars 
of Judah Maccabee, and which in the days of the 
Amoraim had a large Jewish community and many 
scholars and sages; Taibe, which is considered (cor- 
rectly or incorrectly, makes little difference) as that 
“Eretz Tob” where Jephthah settled; old Gadara, 
with its rebellious Jews who in the time of the great 
revolt against the Romans were outstanding pa- 
triots; and Jerash—the Pompei of the Orient — 
which had many Jews at the time of the destruction 
of the Temple; and Heshbon, Sihon’s city (the por- 
tion of the tribe of Reuben), which is mentioned in 
later literature as a Jewish city; and Akaba, Pales- 
tine’s Red Sea Port in Solomon’s time, where a Jew- 
ish community existed as late as the 14th century. 
We do not wish to write a history of the Trans- 
jordan, or of the Jewish settlements there. We have 
only noted in passing the associations which Jewish 
historic memory retains with that part of Palestine. 
We are interested neither in details of archaeology 
nor in the historicity of certain narrations—for in 
either case they are facts, and history, but of a differ- 
ent nature. Whether or not EI Istib is really ancient 
Tishbeh, the birthplace of the prophet Elijah, is quite 
unimportant. What is important, is that Jews have 
had so strong a feeling of “belonging” and of “home” 
towards that place that they could conceive of it as 
the cradle of so deeply cherished a folk hero as 
Elijah the Tishbite. What is important, is that Jew- 
ish historic consciousness and religious sensibilities 
make no sharp distinction between one side of the 
Jordan and the other. 

If historic rights have any value (and precisely in 
recent years such rights have been regarded with far 
less disdain than previously), our moral-political 
claim covers the Transjordan no less than the Cis- 
Jordan. In another sense, our claim may be even 
more valid. The much smaller population of the 
Transjordan, and its far greater area of land which 
no one cultivates, augment the force of the just de- 
mands of a landless and homeless people. Tens of 
thousands of dunams of land were bought for Jews 
half a century ago in the Transjordan, by Baron de 
Rothschild and Jewish colonization societies in Rus- 
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sia and the United States. A number of Jews settled 
upon that land and invested in it much labor and 
capital, for houses and plantations. They were later 
driven out, and the Palestine Jewish Colonization 
Association (PICA) had to lease its land to Arabs— 
from whom it has received, these many years, merely 
a “symbolical” rental. 

Nor does the Transjordan lack graves of modern 
Jewish martyrs. Twenty-six years ago, Arabs slew the 
last four Jews in the colony “B'nai Yehudah,” which 
Safed Jews founded many years ago. 


WE SHALL NOT attempt to analyze the motives of 
the British government in hastening to proclaim the 
Transjordan as a sovereign state at this particular 
time. Whatever the motives, the unilateral recogni- 
tion of Transjordan as a sovereign state is a new 
violation of international law and of clearly assumed 
obligations, on the part of the British government. 
No impartial tribunal would absolve that govern- 
ment of its guilt, of acting contrary to the spirit of 
the Balfour Declaration. The Mandatory Power for 
Palestine can be indicted on the evidence of its own 
documents. In the Treaty of February 28, 1928, 
which formally legalized Emir Abdullah’s adminis- 
tration in Transjordan, the British Government itself 
made specific reservations for its “international obli- 
gations in respect of that territory.” What are those 
obligations? Whatever their number or scope, Great 
Britain is in no position to assert that the develop- 
ment of the Jewish National Home is not one of 
them. At any rate, the Mandatory Power has no right 
to confer on a part of Palestine a substantially new 
status without, at least, consulting the Jewish people 
as a party concerned. We are not a nation in the 
technical meaning of the word, but with regard to 
Palestine we are a collective entity, legally recognized 
and represented by the Jewish Agency, as a public 
body in international law, created under Article 4 
of the Mandate. 

The British government has certainly no reason to 
assume that the Jewish people will ever recognize 
either the moral or the legal validity of this new 
travesty upon justice. 


EUROPE: 


Wu SPRING, the great trek of over 100,000 
Jews from the Soviet Union to Poland has 
begun. These, the more fortunate of the Polish Jews, 
had successfully escaped or been evacuated to the 
USSR during the war. No one knows with any de- 
gtee of accuracy how many they numbered in the 
beginning. We know only that, in the hardships of 
evacuation and in the difficult times of war in the 
USSR, many of them perished. Yet, if they now 
choose to leave their present residence and return to 
Poland, it is not because they hope for an easier life 
in their pre-war homes. For nine out of ten of the 
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returning Jews, Poland is not envisaged as the final 
destination. They come back only because the way 
out of Poland is free—and they hope that the way 
into Palestine will soon be cleared. 

If any of the returning Jews needed to be con- 
vinced of the animosity of a powerful section of the 
Polish people, one of the first trains of “repatriates” 
was given a drastic illustration. The cars containing 
Jews were uncoupled from the rest at the border and 
sidetracked from their original course, so that it took 
days of hunger and weariness for them to make a 
few hours’ journey in liberated Poland. 

For any who may possibly remain in Poland, the 
chances are against resettlement in their former 
homes. After an initial visit to their birthplace, in 
the forlorn hope of finding traces of their families, 
the Jewish “repatriates” will apparently be encour- 
aged to “resettle’— either permanently or until 
Palestine is open—in the new areas acquired from 
Germany, chiefly in Silesia. 

It is far from a pleasant experience that awaits 
them in this contentious area. The expulsion of Ger- 
mans may reduce to a minimum the werewolf activi- 
ties which were reported in Silesia in past months, 
but Jews in search of security and a peaceful future 
will not be attracted to a newly annexed region, 
around which German irredentist activity is likely 
to arise. 

The chances are that the greater part of the re- 
turning 100,000 Jews will cluster together in the 
larger towns, like Warsaw, finding whatever shelter 
they can, and living from day to day on occasional 
work and charity, until they can emigrate. 


THE JEWS IN HUNGARY AND OTHER EX- 
enemy lands, we were told by Herbert Lehman at the 
UNRRA Council session in Atlantic City, are en- 
titled to assistance, if they fall within the category 
of displaced persons. Nevertheless, they are not get- 
ting any aid from the United Nations. The responsi- 
bility, according to UNRRA, rests with the Allied 
Control officials, who have not seen fit to allow 
assistance to be brought in for these Axis victims. 
The need is great: in Hungary, particularly, food 
shortage and in all countries unbridled inflation spell 
catastrophe for a great part of the surviving Jews 
who were uprooted from the economic cycle during 
the war. 

We do not know how hard UNRRA tried to aid 
the Hungarian Jews and other “displaced persons” 
in Southeastern Europe. Nor do we know whether 
the term “displaced persons” would be construed by 
UNRRA to cover Jews expelled from their villages 
to ghettos, or used as forced laborers by their “na- 
tional” armies on the Russian front, or even those 
who were in German concentration camps and have 
now returned to their so-called homes. This has not 
been UNRRA practice in Germany, for example. If 
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displaced Jews live in barracks or blocks of build- 
ings under military supervision, UNRRA agrees: to 
take them over and aid them. But if German Jews, 
returning from Theresienstadt, find squalid and 
crowded quarters in cities or towns “in their own 
country,” they are not held to be “displaced persons.” 

UNRRA will get full support from enlightened 
public opinion in any action it may take to open the 
gates that bar its aid from uprooted Jews or Axis 
victims in Southeastern Europe. But may we be per- 
mitted some doubt as to the vigor of UNRRA in 
pressing this cause, when its own definition of “dis- 
placed persons” rules out of consideration the greater 
part of the Jews of Europe who have been torn up 
from their homes and places in society, and are truly 
“displaced” on any reasonable interpretation of that 
word? 


A NOTE OF VIOLENCE WAS HEARD WITH 
increasing frequency in the reports coming out of 
Europe. In Poland, Jews were being issued arms at 
the end of the month, and an organization for Jewish 
self-defense was approved by the government. In 
Vienna, a soccer game was the occasion for an out- 
break, in which several people were killed in rioting 
between anti-Semites among the onlookers and Jews 
aided by Soviet soldiers. But it was in the D. P. 
camps under American supervision that the most 
disturbing clashes took place. 

Late last month, for reasons not yet entirely clear, 
a sudden decision was made to remove a group of 
Jewish DP’s from private homes, where they had 
begun to settle as normal families, to some aban- 
doned German army stables, where they would have 
to live some fifty to sixty to the barrack. The official 
explanation was that the sanitary installations of 
the homes where the Jews lived were inadequate, and 
with spring an outbreak of disease was feared. That 
the only solution of this difficulty had to be to ship 
Jews back to the squalid and demoralizing surround- 
ings of low-grade camps, is symptomatic of some- 
thing seriously out of joint in the American military 
administration. The victims of this order refused to 
obey and were therefore routed out forcibly from 
their “homes.” 

Near Munich, on March 28, a shot was fired into 
an encampment of Jewish DP’s. The internees at- 
tacked a Polish guard, whom they accused of the 
sniping, and in the ensuing fight Polish and German 
camp personnel were wounded and one Jewish DP 
stabbed to death and others wounded. American 
soldiers came to the aid of the DP’s, and the fighting 
was only quelled by the arrival of Negro military 
police. 

On the following day an even more serious riot 
was reported in a camp in Stuttgart. German police 
requested permission to conduct a black market raid 
on the Jewish DP camp, and, for some unintelligible 
reason, permission was granted. According to the 
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account of the UNRRA supervisor in the camp, the 
German police seized Red Cross packages which 
had been distributed among the DP’s. In any case, 
the raid by German police was fiercely resented, and 
resisted by the Jewish DP’s. The Germans used their 
firearms, and one Jew was shot dead (according to 
the UNRRA supervisor’s account, with a revolver 
at a distance of ten feet) and Jews and Germans 
were wounded. The battle lasted two hours, with 
nearby American soldeirs, again, aiding the DP’s. 
It was stopped only when additional American sol- 
diers were sent to quell it. 

The United States government has had sufficient 
warning, ever since the Harrison report of last 
August, that the situation in DP camps would in- 
evitably deteriorate, even under the most solicitous 
administration. The only real way out of this intoler- 
able state of affairs is to open up Palestine without 
delay, as President Truman long ago demanded. 
But if the strength of America was not sufficient 
to bring about such a real solution, the right pallia- 
tive measures were always available: to house Jewish 
DP’s in private homes and provide adequate facilities 
and supplies for recuperation; to remove armed 
guards; never to allow Jewish DP’s to be policed by 
Germans or other groups unalterably identified with 
concentration camp tortures and ghetto persecution; 
to allow the Jews the greatest possible degree of 
self-administration and self-policing. 

This, at least, we can expect from military govern- 
ment; and there is no reason why we must tolerate 
recurrent scandalous incidents for lack of this mini- 
mum level of humanity in caring for the Jew- 
ish DP’s. 


PALESTINE: 
The Anglo-American Committee 


& lero LAST MONTH of hearings of the Palestine 
Inquiry Committee, which took place in and 
around Palestine, was marked by a flood of rumors. 
It was rumored first that the Committee would issue 
an interim report recommending the immediate ad- 
mission to Palestine of 100,000 Jewish displaced 
persons; then that Bartley C. Crum had barely been 
persuaded not to resign because of the failure to issue 
such a report. The latter rumor was officially denied, 
and the former proved to be mistaken, for the hear- 
ings ended and the Committee flew to Lausanne, 
Switzerland, to compose its report without any emer- 
gency action to admit Jewish displaced persons from 
Europe. It now seems obvious that no separate action 
will be taken to admit Jews to Palestine, on humani- 
tarian grounds alone, and without connection with 
the ultimate political solution to be projected for 
Palestine. The two questions could not be handled 
on different levels — because Arabs who appeared 
before the Committee, or who were approached pri- 
vately by American or British representatives, re- 
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sisted every argument, threat, or cajolery, in their 
adamant refusal to agree to a single additional Jewish 
immigrant so long as the political question remained 
unsettled. 

How real is this Arab unity in intransigeance? 
Superficially, not a single crack is apparent. How- 
ever, there are sufficient signs that the united front 
depends upon strong behind-the-scenes forces and 
pressures for conformity. Coercion was most shame- 
less in Syria, where the visiting Committee members 
were faced with Jewish witnesses, convoyed by police, 
who spoke obviously parroted speeches against Zion- 
ism, and speedily withdrew before they could be 
questioned. A Palestinian newspaperman accompany- 
ing the Committee was arrested without explanation 
(there was, to be sure, reference to the anti-Jewish 
boycott in some press versions) and released only 
upon committee member Mr. Frank Buxton’s inter- 
cession. Not the Committee, but a newspaperman 
heard the statement of the Maronite Archbishop, 
leading Christian clergyman in Lebanon, that Zion- 
ism in Palestine meant security, freedom, and the 
promise of progress for other non-Moslem minorities 
in the Middle East. The Assyrian spokesman who 
made a similar declaration refused to reveal his name 
for fear of Arab terrorism. 


THE SAME PRESSURES WHICH PREVENTED 
the Committee from getting a true picture of the 
undercurrents of pro-Zionism in Syria and Lebanon 
are also operative in Palestine. Since Jamal Husseini 
was brought back to Palestine, he has succeeded in 
packing the twelve-eman Arab Higher Committee 
with an equal number of his henchmen. Leaders of 
the other parties (including some men who, as wit- 
nesses before the Anglo-American Committee, went 
almost as far as Jamal Husseini in condoning Arab 
wartime Axis leanings, and in calling for the restora- 
tion of the former Mufti) decided they could not 
tolerate this any longer, and have declared the Arab 
Higher Committee unrepresentative. 

The brazen effrontery with which Arab spokes- 
men are demanding the return of Haj Amin should 
really not surprise anyone who has followed the 
treatment recently being accorded to that first among 
the Arab friends of Hitler and Mussolini. The Mufti 
has mysteriously failed to appear upon the lists of 
war criminals, where he was to have figured upon 
the complaint of Yugoslavia that he had organized 
a Moslem S.S. Corps in that country. No government 
seems to be prepared to cite Haj Amin before a court 
of justice on the report of his share in setting up 
through his friend (the Palestinian German Nazi 
and as yet unapprehended Jew-slaughterer) Eich- 
mann the crematoria and other infernal machinery 
for exterminating Jewry. Thus the ex-Mufti waits 
in his Paris villa, considering whether he should 
move to Syria or, like other former Axis Arabs, to 
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Saudia Arabia, until he can make his triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem. 

In the meantime, we have not yet heard whether 
the Anglo-American Committee has been able to 
restore to its records statements of sympathy and 
support for Haj Amin by Palestinian Arabs, which 
were deleted because, for the first time in over three 
months of hearings in a dozen countries, the Com- 
mittee’s expert stenotypists and stenographers found 
themselves “unable to catch” an accented English. 


Haganah Activities 


AS THE HAGANAH HAD PROMISED, THE 
Committee pursued its inquiries in Palestine undis- 
turbed and unmolested. Sub-committees, leaving 
their heavily fortified hotel in Jerusalem, visited 
freely and informally all over the country, and were 
everywhere received in friendly fashion. The Haga- 
nah itself submitted a memorandum to the Commit- 
tee—and was the subject of a searching inquiry. 
The resistance of the Haganah continued along 
other lines. The end of the month saw the landing 
of an undetermined number of Jews in Palestine, of 
whom about 1,000 (on the boats Tel-Khai and 
Brigadier Wingate) were seized at sea. An equal 
number was deducted from the monthly 1,500 im- 
migration certificates granted to the Jewish Agency. 
The struggle between the Haganah and the British 
Army extended to another field—the right of Jewish 
colonization. Near Safed lies a new settlement, 
Biriya, on Jewish National Fund soil. The place is 
in the “prohibited zone,” where Jews are not per- 
mitted to buy land. However, there is land which 
was purchased in small lots before the ghetto regula- 
tions went into effect, and other land to round out 
the holdings can be obtained in various ways under 
the law. The area of Safed, and of the Galilee in 
general, is thus a center of great colonization plans 
for the future. Here lies, for example, the Khuleh 
plain and the upper reaches of the Jordan. Safed 
itself has had a slowly declining Jewish community, 
which must be sustained against Arab terrorist pres- 
sure and economic isolation. Therefore, Jewish agen- 
cies have been settling all patches of land, sometimes 
with the aid of demobilized soldiers, as part of a 
grand plan for future large scale resettlement, and 
also to prevent encroachments by Arab squatters. 
Near Biriya is an encampment of the Transjordan 
Frontier Force, whose members have distinguished 
themselves recently by such stunts as forcing Jewish 
buses off the road. One night last month a restless 
hound was heard outside the camp and the guards 
began to shoot. On the following day, charging that 
colonists from Biriya had attacked the Arab camp, 
British authorities arrested the entire group of two 
dozen settlers, leaving Biriya unguarded and its fields 
without cultivators. The “Voice of Israel,” under- 
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ground radio station of the Haganah, vehemently 
denied Jewish responsibility for the incident at the 
Frontier Force’s camp. It stated that a trail of 
blood left by the dog had been seized upon as an 
excuse to charge Jews with an attack they had not 
committed, in order to put an end to new Jewish 
settlements near Safed. The land left untended by 
the Biriya settlers was immediately taken over by 
Jewish volunteers and preparations went forward 
for new settlement nearby. 

British police and soldiers at once surrounded 
Biriya and the neighborhood, and a clash threatened 
between Jews and British, with thousands ranged 
on each side. The Yishuv, sensing a new phase in 
the British struggle to impose the White Paper—an 
effort to end colonization as well as immigration— 
demonstrated its protest in a general strike. At length, 
the British withdrew their soldiers, and about two 
dozen new settlers remained to guard and till the 
land of Biriya. 


THE AMERICAS: 
5 ioe HEARINGS on the Gossett anti-immigration 
bill illustrate the thin margin between humani- 
tarianism and xenophobia in the United States legis- 
lature. The House of Representatives’ Committee on 
Immigration and Naturalization was headed, until a 
short while ago, by the Hon. Samuel Dickstein of 
New York. Under his chairmanship, and subject 
to his urging that immigration restrictions be re- 
laxed in order to open the doors of America for 
asylum for needful refugees, the Committee agreed 
to a new study of the entire immigration policy of 
the United States. It was hoped that not only would 
restrictionist pressures be warded off in this way, 
but a new study would reveal some method of apply- 
ing whatever amount of immigration would be 
allowed in a humanitarian fashion. Mr. Dickstein 
resigned, however, to assume a Federal judgeship. 
Immediately, the wind swung to the opposite quar- 
ter, and without awaiting the agreed inquiry, the 
Gossett bill was offered, cutting all quotas by half, 
“across the board.” 

Judge Nathan Perlman put in the expected objec- 
tions for the combined Jewish community; Earl Har- 
rison argued against the xenophobic measure on 
behalf of all American liberals; and, on the other 
hand, the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Ameri- 
can Legion, as expected, appeared in an anti-alien 
spirit. The pleasant surprise was the attitude of the 
labor groups who, in opposing the cut in quotas 
and asking for a maintenance of the status quo, 
declared that immigration was mot a factor making 
for economic difficulties in the United States. 
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THE QUESTION OF AMERICA’S RESPONSI- 
bility for preventing mass starvation in the coming 
year, or two years, has become an even more serious 
concern of the public in the past month. It was high- 
lighted by former President Hoover's flight to 
Europe and by Herbert Lehman’s report to the 
UNRRA conference in Atlantic City. The “man who 
fed Europe” after the first World War, and the man 
who was responsible for global relief after the second 
World War differed widely in their appraisal of 
the situation. Herbert Hoover felt that a voluntary 
program of consuming less cereals and fats in Amer- 
ica would be most effective: the reason for this, as 
given by Hoover and by Department of Agriculture 
spokesmen, was that an enforced program would 
take too long to set up. As against this, Herbert 
Lehman contended that the prospect was of a famine 
not only this year but also next year. Enfogced ration- 
ing should be set up from this long-range perspective. 

Whichever prophet is correct, the efforts to set up 
voluntary limitations on food consumption in this 
country have not, as far as the public knows, been 
marked by any noteworthy success. Moreover, certain 
emergency measures which can and should be 
adopted need not take too long to become effective: 
the denial of cereals for manufacturing certain non- 
food products, and of oil-seeds for paint; adminis- 
trative measures to reduce livestock herds and 
prevent wheat from being fed to cattle while humans 
starve. If these steps are delayed, the reason will 
not be the inherent difficulty of the question, but 
extraneous issues and special interests. 


THE ELECTION OF JUAN PERON AS PRESI- 
dent of Argentina, in a fair, democratic election, 
can certainly be discounted in several ways: it was 
the first fair election in about fifteen years of dicta- 
torship, the last two under Peron’s own Naziphile 
administration; and while there were no disturb- 
ances during the voting itself, the campaign had been 
marked by suppression of all opposing voices. In 
the final analysis, however, the fact remains that the 
workers were offered bread and fascism, as against 
liberty and silence on their material concerns, and 
they chose the former. 

The past years of Peron terrorism have been 
marked by occasional anti-Semitic acts, both by the 
administration and the mob. The administration was 
held in check partly by the threat of United States 
reprobation. Thus a blast from President Roosevelt 
brought about the reopening of Yiddish newspapers. 
Now, after Peron’s election in the face of the frankest 
United States denunciation, and with all Europe and 
Asia courting Buenos Aires for its grains and its 
cattle, there is little hope of an effective check from 
this angle. All the Jews of Argentina have to rely 
on now is the general good-will of the Argentine 
people and the self-discipline in victory of Peron’s 
own adherents. 
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Labor Zionist Platform For 
The 22nd Zionist Congress 


THE PRESENT SITUATION demands that the Jewish masses 
throughout the world, and particularly the Jewish masses 
of America, not only demonstrate sympathy for a Jewish 
Palestine; the hour calls for personal affiliation with the 
Zionist Movement and real participation in the solution 
of the serious problems which confront us. Every Jew must 
therefore register for Zionism through purchasing the Zion- 
ist Shekel, and by participating in the election of delegates 
to the World Zionist Congress. 

The 22nd World Zionist Congress which will be held 
this year will determine the political and economic pro- 
gram of the Zionist Movement. The Congress will elect 
an administration to carry on the fight for Jewish survival 
and to direct creative Zionist activities. Various elements 
within the Zionist Movement offer different interpreta- 
tions of the Zionist program. Anti-labor and anti-progres- 
sive tendencies are beginning to appear. The present sit- 
uation requires that all forward-looking elements of the 
Jewish people, workers, progressives, liberals, should weld 
a united front to insure that the Zionist Movement con- 
tinues its present progressive policies, with the Histadrut 
as the decisive influence within the Congress and within 
the executive organs of the Zionist Movement. 


1. The Labor Zionist Goal 

Our aim is to constitute Palestine as a Jewish common- 
wealth based on principles of social and economic democ- 
racy. In social and economic structure, this commonwealth 
is to be a free, cooperative society. 


2. Jewish Rights in Palestine 

The United Nations should unequivocally recognize (a) 
The historical connection of the Jewish people with Pal- 
estine (b) The expressed desire and demonstrated ability 
of the Jewish people to rebuild Palestine as the Jewish 
National Homeland. (c) The recognized capacity of Pal- 
estine to absorb millions of Jews and provide the territorial 
base for such a Homeland. (d) The inalienable right of 
every Jew who so chooses to leave his present country of 
domicile and settle in Palestine. 


3. Rights and Powers of the Jewish Agency 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine should be vested with 
adequate rights and powers to implement policies which 
will lead to the speedy establishment of a Jewish majority 
in Palestine. Specific authority should be delegated to the 
Jewish Agency to direct and regulate immigration into 
Palestine and develop the economic resources and absorp- 
tive capacity of the country, in order to facilitate rapid and 
large scale Jewish immigration. 


4. Program for Transition Period 

The 22nd World Zionist Congress should instruct the 
World Zionist Organization Executive to carry out a com- 
prehensive program for the speedy transfer to Palestine of 
large masses of prospective Jewish settlers; for acquisition 
of extensive areas of land including state land; for the pro- 
vision of adequate housing; for the development of agri- 
cultural and industrial potentialities; and for safeguarding 
the cultural, social, economic, and physical welfare of Jew- 
ish settlers, 


5. Support of the Yishuv 

The World Zionist Organization should organize all the 
physical and moral resources of the Jewish people in vig- 
orous support of the present political and economic strug- 
gle of the Yishuv against British anti-Zionist policies. 


11 


6. Arabs in the Jewish Commonwealth 

All inhabitants of Palestine, irrespective of creed or race, 
shall enjoy equal economic, political, social, and cultural 
rights and opportunities. The Arab population is to enjoy 
the full right to organize autonomously its religious, cul- 
tural, and social institutions, maintain its own system of 
education, and regulate its own communal and internal af- 
fairs. As preliminary steps toward these objectives the 
World Zionist movement should (a) Support the efforts 
of the Histadrut Haovdim (General Federation of Jewish 
Labor in Palestine) in encouraging the trade union organ- 
ization of Arab workers; (b) fostering closer economic 
social, and cultural relations between Jews and Arabs in 
the country; and (c) endeavoring to establish economic 
and political cooperation with the neighboring Arab states. 


7. Immediate Tasks of the Zionist Movement 

The World Zionist movement should (a) Urge upon 
the government in Palestine the enactment of adequate 
social and labor legislation to safeguard the economic and 
social welfare, health and general well-being of the popu- 
lation of the country; (b) Urge the immediate expansion 
of local self-government in rural communities, both Jewish 
and Arab; (c) Support the social and economic activities 
of the Histadrut Haovdim (General Federation of Jewish 
Labor in Palestine); (d) Encourage private enterprises 
whose policies and methods contribute toward higher levels 
of production and consumption in Palestine, and the ab- 
sorption of Jewish immigrants; (e) Take steps to prevent 
speculation in land purchase, profiteering in housing, food, 
and other commodities; (f) Present the claims of the Jew- 
ish people for reparations in order to establish a public 
fund to be applied towards the rehabilitation of Jewish 
immigrants in Palestine; (g) Obtain from Jewish com- 
munities and individuals a loan on special terms to be used 
for developing agricultural and industrial cooperative en- 
terprises; (h) Endeavor to obtain an international long- 
term loan and other necessary credit for equipment and 
material to make possible the implementation of a tech- 
nological project along the lines of the proposed Jordan 
Valley Authority and the development of other economic 
potentialities that may facilitate Jewish mass settlement; 
(i) Re-organize the Jewish Agency so that its non-Zionist 
membership should consist only of individuals directly re- 
sponsible to organized constituencies; (j) Provide for the 
adequate participation of European Jewry in the central 
bodies of the World Zionist Organization—such as the 
Zionist Executive, Keren Hayesod, and Keren Kayemet— 
in view of their special concern with the scope and tempo 
of Jewish immigration to Palestine. 


8. The Khalutz Movement 

The World Zionist Organization should organize im- 
mediately a more comprehensive Khalutz pioneering move- 
ment. The program for that expanded Khalutz organiza- 
tion should provide for adequate agricultural, industrial, 
and Hebrew cultural training, as well as for preparation in 
the cooperative mode of life. Such a program, conducted 
on a scale commensurate with the needs of mass settle- 
ment, is indispensable in order to carry on effectively the 
development of Palestine in new fields and areas of reset- 
tlement activity. 

The American and World Zionist movement should 
utilize unexampled facilities and opportunities available 
in America for the extensive agricultural, industrial, and 
technical training of prospective American Jewish settlers 
in Palestine. Special training should be provided on a larger 
scale in order to enable large numbers of American Jews 
to take their place in the ranks of the pioneers who are 
engaged in building the Jewish cooperative society in Pal- 
estine. 
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The “General Zionist” 


Platform 
by Ben Halpern 


IHE 22ND WORLD ZIONIST CONGRESS WILL 

take place next August, according to plans in 
Palestine. It will be the first full-scale Zionist Con- 
gress since the war, and the leadership it will select 
will be entrusted with the destiny of Israel in a cru- 
cial hour. Hardly will the Executive have been 
chosen, when it will face the September session of 
the United Nations General Assembly, at which the 
future of Palestine may be a cardinal issue. If the 
decision goes in our favor, it will be the duty of the 
Executive to shoulder the heavy and taxing responsi- 
bility of speedy and large-scale resettlement. If we 
are fated to experience a new period of struggle, the 
chosen leaders will have even graver responsibilities 
—and they will have to reflect even more closely the 
will and the mood of the Palestinian front-line 
builders, who will bear the brunt of the battle. 

Any party in Zionism which presents its candi- 
dacy for leadership today must tell us clearly what 
it plans for the immediate future: what are its spe- 
cific objectives, what are the methods it proposes to 
use to attain them. One cannot say that the election 
platform of the Zionist Organization of America 
meets these demands. It reads like something which 
might be prepared by a public relations expert for 
the Republican or Democratic Party in the United 
States, if he were permitted to work under “ideal 
conditions”: that is, with absolute freedom from 
pressure on the part of any interested group to make 
specific promises on any question. It is short, sweet, 
and pointless. It is mot the kind of blueprint of 
activities which Zionists today are entitled to expect 
from those who would become their leaders. 


THE DECLARATION is framed in three points. The 
first simply restates the historic purpose of Zionism. 

The second recounts with approval the alleged 
past record of the “General Zionists.” It claims for 
General Zionism five great leaders (Herzl, Nordau, 
Wolfsohn, Brandeis, and Weizmann), of whom four 
long since departed from this vale of tears. The fifth 
is probably slated to be removed from Zionist leader- 
ship, if the present Z.O.A. administration should gain 
control of the World Zionist Executive. The plat- 
form claims also as party assets the foundation of 
the Jewish National Fund, the Keren Hayesod, and 
the World Zionist Congress itself. Finally it is proud 
of the part played by the General Zionists in obtain- 
ing the Balfour Declaration. Every one of these brash 
claims could form the subject for an interesting his- 
torical debate pro and com, in an idle hour, but their 
relevance today, in 1946, in view of the fact that 
the most recent of the recounted achievements (the 
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foundation of the Keren Hayesod) took place in 
1920, is exceedingly hard to imagine. 

Finally, the third point of the platform, in the 
broadest and vaguest general terms, declares its sup- 
port of “social justice and human rights” on the one 
hand (to show that it can promise anything Labor 
Zionists can do), and of “Jewish spiritual traditions” 
and “the high mandates of our historic faith,” on the 
other (to show no one need vote for Mizrachi). It 
does not say specifically whether it favors the His- 
tadrut, or cheap public housing, or universal suffrage 
without property qualifications such as are employed 
by General Zionists and other bourgeois parties, in 
certain towns and villages in Palestine, in order to 
maintain a reactionary regime. It does not say, either, 
whether, or how far, it would go with the Mizrachi 
in trying to make specific rituals compulsory among 
Jews in Palestine. 

On the basis of this saccharine emptiness, the Gen- 
eral Zionists of America ask for control of the World 
Zionist Movement after next August. 


THE REAL ARGUMENT which the General Zionists 
advance in behalf of their candidacy is not in the 
specific points of their program. It is hinted at in a 
preamble and an epilogue. The preamble begins: 


“We, the General Zionists of America, rep- 
resenting the ideal of national unity and sol- 
idarity...” 

The epilogue states: 

“Tt is our firm conviction, however, that the 
fragmentation of the economic, educational, 
and cultural life and resources of the Yishuv 
seriously weaken us in respect to the struggle 
in which we are engaged. We are seriously con- 
cerned about the excessive and unwarranted 
partisanship and party strife which prevail. This 
is the time when we must present a united 
front, outwardly and inwardly. 

“Only under the banner of General Zionism 
—the Zionism above parties—can this united 
front be achieved and maintained.” 


What are the implications of these remarks? There 
is first of all, the implicit threat, which it is very 
difficult to believe is seriously meant, that if the 
General Zionists do mot obtain a majority or a com- 
manding plurality in the next Congress, the unity of 
the World Zionist Organization will be broken. 

The General Zionists are not now in control of 
the Zionist Organization. Labor has the leading 
posts in a coalition, and has had for the past dozen 
years. The period has, to be sure, been marked by 
partisan strife and threats to break the unity of the 
broad coalition. Some rightist groups have on occa- 
sions actually broken Zionist unity— notably the 
Revisionists, who left the World Zionist Organiza- 
tion entirely, after repeated flagrant breaches of dis- 
cipline. But, by and large, Zionist unity was main- 
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tained for the past dozen years. Are we now to 
believe that, in these times, it will be scrapped unless 
the General Zionists are in control? It is very hard 
to believe that such a warning is seriously meant; 
but even if it is a bogey, it is a vicious, dangerous 
kind of electioneering bluff, which deserves to be 
soundly repudiated. During a considerable part of 
this period, the General Zionists have been split into 
two opposing groups—in fact two separate patties, 
General Zionists, Group A, and General Zionists, 
Group B. Despite all the pretty talk of General Zion- 
ism as “above parties,” as devoted to “national unity 
and solidarity,” this is the fact. Group A Zionists 
and Group B Zionists were split chiefly with regard 
to the question whether to support Labor in the Zion- 
ist Executive, as Group A wished, or fall in with the 
bloc of right-wing groups, as Group B wished. The 
Group A General Zionists, headed by Dr. Weiz- 
mann, worked together with Labor in the leadership 
of the coalition. The Group B Zionists flirted with 
right-wing elements in their occasional threats to 
break the unity of the Executive if they were not 
granted their demands, whatever they might be at 
the moment. 

This is the pedigree of the hint by the General 
Zionist Organization of America that, unless they 
are returned to power, the unity and solidarity of 
Zionism is threatened. 


FOR THE MOST PART, the Zionist Organization of 
America has not been intimately connected with 
these rifts and squabbles in General Zionist circles. 
The conflict between Group A and Group B raged 
chiefly in Palestine, and in some European countries 
before the war. In so far as the Zionist Organization 
of America had any relation to this matter at all, its 
members tended to side, in a general way, with 
Group A, with those who backed up the endeavors 
of the Labor leadership in the resettling of Palestine. 

To this extent, while one can hardly say that the 
General Zionists were “above patty,” it is true that 
the Zionist Organization of America as a body re- 
mained somewhat aloof from the partisan issues and 
arguments in Palestine. In consequence, membership 
in the Zionist Organization of America did not— 
and in many cases today still does not—mean sup- 
port of the political and social policy advocated by 
General Zionist parties, either A or B. In previous 
Zionist elections it was not unusual for Z.O.A. mem- 
bers to vote the Labor ticket. 

This is not to state that there was no partisan 
strife within Z.O.A. ranks. That is far from being 
the case, as anyone will remember who recalls a 
history stretching from the Brandeis-Lipsky feud to 
the Wise-Silver vendetta. But, in these battles, the 
issues were not derived from the realities of Palestine. 

This may or may not be a proper way to choose 
the leaders and define the policies of the Z.0.A. for 
its work in the United States. It is not ours to judge 
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in this matter. But it certainly offers no basis for 
guiding the World Zionist movement, which is con- 
fronted with concrete and significant tasks of inter- 
national politics and Palestine colonization, and must 
approach them along fairly sharply defined lines of 
alternative policies. When the membership of the 
Zionist Organization of America chooses its leaders 
for organization and public relations work in the 
United States, it does not, and probably cannot, have 
in mind whether the preferred personality favors a 
left of center or a right of center approach to the 
quite different problems of work in Palestine. The 
electors to the World Zionist Congress must think 
primarily of these questions. 

The Zionist Organization of America offers to the 
electors of the Zionist Congress its present leader- 
ship, chosen without much regard to the vital issues 
at stake in the work in Palestine. Its specific plat- 
form offers practically.no information as to the pol- 
icies we are asked to endorse. The only hint is the 
vague threat of a breach in Zionist unity if General 
Zionism is not returned the winner. This smacks very 
strongly of the right-wing General Zionist B Group, 
with its characteristic connections and leanings. The 
tests used in choosing Zionist Organization of Amer- 
ica presidents and vice-presidents do not offer them 
much chance to put themselves on record with regard 
to specific issues in Palestine; but to the extent that 
these leaders have been associated with actual affairs 
in Palestine, some of the most prominent have also 
shown a distinct affinity for anti-Labor, right-wing 
groupings. 

American Zionism has been and must continue 
to be pro-Histadrut and progressive in its tendency. 
The present leadership and program of the Zionist 
Organization of America offers little reason for pro- 
gressive Zionists to support them in the World Zion- 
ist Congress. And even if we were to place unwar- 
ranted confidence in the pale phrases about “social 
justice and human rights” in the General Zionist 
platform, common-sense would argue, as it has for a 
considerable proportion of Zionist Organization of 
America members in the past, that rather than vote 
for supporters of Labor it is better to vote directly 
for Labor Zionism. After all, if past merits are an 
argument, it is Labor which can claim to have been 
the moving spirit in our advances, not in Herzl’s day, 
nor in Balfour’s cabinet, but in our own time and 
in the very field of our daily struggle. 


THERE Is a final matter which ought not to be over- 
looked in this comment. On the same day that the 
General Zionist platform was announced, a resolu- 
tion by the Zionist Organization of America’s Ad- 
ministrative Council was made public, demanding 
that the next World Zionist Congress convene in the 
United States. In view of the fact that the World 
Zionist Executive long ago decided that the Congress 
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would take place in Palestine, one wonders what the 
purpose of this resolution may be. 

In general, any Jewish community should be 
proud to have the World Zionist Congress convene 
in its midst. But even if the decision to convene in 
Palestine had not already been agreed upon, there 
are certain compelling reasons, which should appeal 
to any Zionist, why it should take place there. This 
is the first Congress since the war, and it occurs in a 
moment of the tensest expectation of peril or of good 
fortune. For Jews the world over, but particularly 
for Jews in Europe and in Palestine, who have ex- 
perienced most intimately the utter horror of our 
helplessness in the Diaspora and the sheer joy of 
our hope of redemption in the Homeland, the con- 
vening of the World Zionist Congress, for the first 
time, in Palestine has a profound symbolic signifi- 
cance which should be clear to any Jew. 

We might ascribe the demand that the decision 
of the Zionist Executive about the site of the Con- 
gress session be reversed merely to abominable bad 
taste and insensitivity, if it were not consistent with 
a number of other expressions which have been 
heard of late from American (and other) General 
Zionists. There is a persistent tendency to demand 
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that, now that European Jewry can no longer be a 
significant force in World Zionism, Palestine, too, 


must yield pride of place to the Anglo-Saxon coun- 


tries, especially to America. Why General Zionists 
should be interested in this is obvious: in Palestine, 
where the concrete issues are faced, Labor has a safe 
plurality of voting strength; in America, under a 
smoke-screen of vague phrases obscuring the real 
problems, the large Zionist Organization of America 
membership may be turned into a General Zionist 
electorate. The demand to convene the Congress in 
America is of a piece with this line of thinking. 

There is one thing which we in America must 
clearly remember today. Whatever happens, whether 
for good or ill, in the coming months Palestine Jewry 
will have to shoulder a burden of responsibility un- 
paralleled even in our eventful history. Try as we 
may, we will be unable to lighten that load to more 
than a relatively minor extent. Theirs will be the 
task of fighting, if need be, or of inhuman exertion 
speedily to turn into reality our promise of home 
and security for hundreds of thousands of wounded 
spent Jews. 

Let us remember this, and study to be humble. 


The Emergence of Negro 
Consciousness 


by Werner J. Cahnman 


Sipe DEVELOPMENT of Negro race conscious- 
ness and group cohesion is indicative of powerful 
social forces which are moulding the fate of minority 
groups on the American scene. The statement of O. 
E. Roelvaag* that the ethnic society of America is 
organized on two levels, one hidden and one on the 
surface, applies with particular significance to the 
American Negro. Over a period of more than two 
centuries, the surface institutions can be observed 
sending their roots deeper and deeper into the soil 
beneath, while the hidden potentialities of the racial 
group work their way gradually and pdinfully 
through the crust not only of a new language, but of 
an entirely new civilization. The initial stages of the 
process were greatly prolonged by the condition of 
slavery and they comprise, therefore, the life-span of 
more than one generation, but the last stage is un- 
folding itself rapidly before our eyes, quickened by 
the world upheaval of which it forms a part. 

In the beginning, Americanization struck the im- 
ported African slave like a thunderbolt. He came, 
not of his own volition, but as the victim of one of 
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the greatest crimes ever perpetrated in the history of 
greed and inhumanity—in the wake of the slave 
trade. He arrived as an oppressed and uprooted indi- 
vidual, forcibly torn from his native surroundings 
and without kith or kin to ease his first steps in a 
strange country; he was united with his fellow-slaves 
by a common cruel fate, but separated from them by 
the gulf of widely different speech, customs, and reli- 
gion. He was an isolated tribesman among other iso- 
lated tribesmen, not aware of any wider community, 
such as peoplehood or nationality. He came from a 
pre-literate society where traditions are transmitted 
from father to son and from priest to disciple, merely 
by word of mouth, to the accompaniment of stirring 
tunes. With sons torn from fathers, pupils from 
teachers, tribesmen from tribesmen, there remained 
only the lingering tune, the rhythm of the blood, as a 
connecting link between the generations. Slavery 
rendered the Negro inarticulate to the utmost degree. 


The initial experience of inferiority crushed the 
Negro’s spirit and it is not amazing, therefore, that 
everything connected with Africa has been stigma- 
tized among them with the mark of shameful igno- 
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rance and heathen savagery ever since. It speaks for 
the doggedness of human nature that Africanisms 
have survived at all. They have survived in many 
forms and transmutations, such as the hallowed sing- 
song of a Negro preacher and the reactions of his 
audience; the surging back and forth of a Negro 
crowd at a jitterbug dance; the reproduction by 
Negro street musicians of ancient rhythmic effects, 
with the aid of an ingenious assemblage of pots and 
pans and sticks; and numerous folk-tales, folk medi- 
cal beliefs, superstitions, and usages. It is to the credit 
of a Jewish anthropologist, Melville A. Herskovits 
of Northwestern University, to have emphasized this 
evidence, although evidence as well as emphasis 
were ridiculed, as if they were a suspicion cast upon 
the Negro’s Americanism, by white liberals and 
Negro intellectuals alike. However, the existence of 
Africanisms does not invalidate the fact that the con- 
sciousness of the African cultural heritage has been 
almost entirely broken. It merely lingers on in the 
backwaters of social change. 


THE FORCES of the environment overwhelmed the 
forces of tradition, but this merely posed the prob- 
lem in a different way: the environment itself has 
become the most potent factor in the formation 
of a new Negro consciousness. The process went 
through several stages. Under slavery, the colored 
laborer was isolated from his ancestral society, but 
he was not admitted into American society either. 
The acculturation of the Negro was thus effectively 
counteracted by the peculiar mold which the planta- 
tion provided for his life and thought. After the 
abolition of slavery, the Negro freedman found him- 
self still tied to the transformed plantation as share- 
cropper and share-tenant, Barring further revolu- 
tionary changes in the rural society of the South, he 
realized that he would have to remain fixed in his 
hopeless position if he stayed, and this realization 
spurred his efforts to migrate to the industrial areas 
of the nation. But even there, he by no means be- 
came integrated into the main stream of American 
life . His geographical as well as psychological isola- 
tion remained complete. He is still discriminated 
against in education and employment. In other 
words, the migration of the rural Negro to the 
North, far from solving the problems which he in- 
tended to escape, has made racial segregation a 
national pattern. As a result, a distinct and separate 
group consciousness is imposed upon the American 
Negro, entirely against his will. 

This is especially true of the Negro upper class. 
The educated Negro is an assimilationist, and it is 
only natural that he be one. In many instances, he is 
descended from house slaves or even from the free 
Negroes of the ante bellum days who used to be- 
come annoyed when they were confused with ordi- 
nary field hands. At any rate, he is more often than 
not of mixed ancestry, and considers himself not as 
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excluded but rather as disinherited by white society. 
He feels attracted to the white upper class and at- 
tuned to its standards. In terms of class lines, it is 
there that he belongs and not amid the mass of dark 
laborers. As Negro, he sees himself through Amer- 
ican eyes, although he cannot help seeing America 
through Negro eyes at the same time. As the dean of 
American Negro intellectuals, W. E. B. DuBois, puts 
it, he has “two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled 
strivings.” It is largely because he is rebuffed that he 
becomes a race leader. 

Racial discrimination has forced the American 
Negro intellectual, whose first choice would have 
been to become an American pure and simple, into a 
position of protest. It follows that his manifold at- 
tempts to counteract discrimination and to organize 
the protest, were not meant to strengthen Negro 
consciousness at all. But while they fought and pro- 
tested, the protest leaders were forced not only to 
acknowledge the existence of the segregated institu- 
tions, the abolition of which they advocated, but 
even to insist on the improvement of these institu- 
tions, and thus to strengthen Negro vested interests 
in them. Segregated Negro schools and Negro hos- 
pitals are a case in point. It is agreed that they should 
not exist; the Negro student, patient, teacher, and 
doctor should be admitted to general schools and 
general hospitals. But as long as they exist, their 
facilities ought to be on a par with the facilities of 
general institutions; and the more they approach 
that goal, the more reluctant become the teachers 
and doctors employed in them to abandon the 
precious foothold which they have gained. The same 
holds true of Negro businessmen and Negro journal- 
ists. Out of their double-headed dilemma they de- 
velop a peculiar race loyalty. They fight segregation 
on principle, but they cling to the security of their 
segregated institutions. 


THE REACTION of the Negro to his environment is 
less ambiguous in the institutional life of the lower 
classes. Nelson Palmer of Fisk University has shown 
that Negro lodges and fraternal orders, which play 
such an important role in the life of the urban Negro 
in the United States, have little to do with the 
African secret societies of old. They have grown in 
imitation of white institutions which are products of 
the American environment. In many tnstances, 
Negroes would have preferred to enter white lodges 
and fraternities, if they had been admitted to them. 
Since they were denied entrance, they created similar 
institutions of their own. But the process of accultur- 
ation does not stop there. Without premeditation or 
purpose, the process becomes antagonistic in char- 
acter: that is to say, it avails itself of the white man’s 
ways and means in order to defy the white man’s 
ends. Through sheer physical cohesion, the Negro 
lodges and fraternities become foci of a new Negro 
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consciousness. The members commiserate with each 
other, comfort each other, and finally fortify each 
other in their determination to fight the evil. 

This is even more true of the Negro church, 
which is the Negro’s oldest institutional expression 
in his new environment. The development of the 
Negro Church has gone through various accultura- 
tive stages and has served various purposes, always in 
line with the demands of the situation. In the begin- 
ning, the other worldly character of the Negro’s 
religion provided a socially acceptable escape from 
this valley of tears. But the Church was at the same 
time the institution where the Negro, if left to him- 
self, was able to whip up his emotions to the point of 
racial frenzy. Negro preachers have thus become not 
only the shrewd appeasers and intermediaries be- 
tween black and white, but also the passionate lead- 
ers of slave revolts and minor insurrections. In our 
days and in the urban North, where, relieved of the 
dilemma of dual loyalty to their parishioners and 
“the big white boss,” they cater exclusively to the 
dark masses, many preachers have become the 
mouthpiece of Negro “nationalism” and the foemen 
of the intellectuals. 

Nor is this role restricted to the preacher in the 
store-front church. The Reverend Adam Clayton 
Powell, minister of the largest Negro congregation 
in the country and Negro Congressman from New 
York, promised in his election campaign that, if 
elected, he would represent Negro interests first and 
other interests only afterward. An academically 
trained Negro clergyman, speaking at the recent 
meeting of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ, complemented his plea for the abolition of 
racial segregation in white Protestant churches with 
the assurance that this would not result in a stam- 
pede of Negroes into them. “We might not like your 
preaching as much as our own,” was his assertion. 


IN UTTERANCES such as these one can still hear the 
remote rumblings of the Garvey movement. Marcus 
Garvey was a “race-man” of the first order. He was a 
dark Jamaican Negro to whom all mixed bloods and 
intellectuals seemed contemptible traitors and ap- 
peasers. Naturally, he made enemies of all of them, 
but, on the other hand, he was the only Negro leader 
who ever captured the imagination of the Negro 
masses. He did so because of his tremendous race- 
emotional appeal. He loved fanfare and colorful 
showmanship. Significantly enough, he advocated, 
instead of what he considered the futile integration- 
alism of the intelligentsia, the return of the Amer- 
ican Negro to Africa and the revival of a militant 
Pan-African nationalism. He could not have suc- 
ceeded as he did, if his appeal had not touched a re- 
sponsive chord in the psyche of the Negro masses. 
However, the movement, which was at its height in 
the early Twenties, broke down for several reasons. 
The leader was unable to grasp the implications of 
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what he was doing, while his followers were still in 
an immature stage of development. 

The aftermath of World War II may see another 
racial revival, but if it comes, it will be both more 
sophisticated and more powerful than Garvey’s 
pseudo-Messianic convulsion. It cannot be doubted 
that the spirit of American Negroes in all classes is 
different today from what it was a generation ago. 
Such developments as the March-on-Washington 
movement have shown that the war has stirred 
Negro public opinion to its depths. Action is de- 
manded. The protest motif is still on the rise and 
this is bound to change considerably the conditions 
under which Negro leadership functions. The intel- 
lectuals are swept ahead of themselves by the tidal 
wave of protest, while the masses, for the first time 
in the history of the race, are becoming articulate. 

The Negro press reaches ever deeper down into 
the Negro mass, awakening not only anger with its 
account of injustices against the Negro, but also 
pride in Negro accomplishments and Negro aspira- 
tions. The solidarity of all the colored races of the 
world is emphasized. Even more significant is the 
tremendous success, for the first time, of Negro 
periodicals such as the Negro Digest, and also of 
Negro literature, poetry, and dramatic presentation. 
Novels which depict Negro life and autobiographies 
of Negro leaders are widely read. 

Underlying all this, a Negro history movement 
has come into being. Started in 1915 with the or- 
ganization of the Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History and its chief publication, the 
Journal of Negro History, the movement has only 
recently gathered momentum. Since 1937, the more 
popular Negro History Bulletin has been published 
by the Association, and summaries of its articles are 
now furnished to Negro newspapers, condensed into 
pamphlets, and prepared as displays for club meet- 
ings and other gatherings. The most successful single 
device is “Negro History Week,” during which the 
Association makes an effort to reach Negro chil- 
dren in the schools and to instil in them pride in 
their race and its achievements so that they come 
to see both African and American history from the 
point of view of the Negro. Black racialism begins 
to use the tools of Western civilization. 

As always and everywhere, the significance of his- 
tory is abundantly clear. It marks the emergence 
into the full light of consciousness of the hitherto 
slumbering potentialities of the race. What we are 
witnessing today, is the eruption to the surface of 
the hidden forces which had been kept captive for 
so long. The revolutionary character of the event 
becomes even more striking if one realizes that it 
concerns the formation of a group which, as such, 
has never existed before. At long last, discrimination 
is forging the American Negro from an amorphous 
mass of bewildered freedmen into the shape of 
peoplehood. 











--_ 


, ee. Ga ee 














APRIL, 1946 





~ Ruth: A Sequence of Songs 


by Grace Goldin 


THESE VERSES are excerpts of along narrative poem, 
in various verse forms, called Ruth. According to 
legend, Ruth and Orpah were the daughters of Eglon, 
King of Moab, and Ruth was forty years of age when 
she met Boaz. 


RUTH’S ADON OLAM 


My God is this world’s King: 
Before aught else He was; 

He was my root and cause 
And now my flowering: 


My God is this world’s King. 


And all our motions cease 
Yet not His dignity; 

He was, He is, and He 
Will ever be, in peace, 
And all our motions cease. 


My gracious God is One 
Wherefore His sovereignty 
Can never cease to be 
And never was begun: 
My gracious God is One. 


My spirit meekly lies 

Both waking and asleep 
In His unfailing keep: 
Beneath His watchful eyes 
My spirit meekly lies. 


Then let the Lord but take 
My spirit in His hand! 

My indecision and 

My terror and heartbreak 
Then let the Lord but take! 


I yield to heaven here 
My body with my spirit 
So I may disinherit 

The body of this fear: 
Lord God, I will not fear! 
I yield to Heaven here. 


NAOMI AND RUTH COME TO BETHLEHEM 


This was the way they entered Bethlehem: 
First went the dusty road in front of them 
And every time that Ruth looked over her 
Shoulder the road behind seemed dustier. 
Within the gate they heard a ram’s horn call 
For it was on the eve of Festival. 





Two beggar women entered Bethlehem: 

Like tired rags their dresses hung from them; 
Long-bosomed matrons, whom she knew as maids, 
Addressed Naomi with incredulous gaze 

And well-intentioned heads popped out of windows 
To see before their eyes the havoc sin does. 


Conversion like a garment many-grooved 

Clung fair about Ruth’s body as she moved, 
Swung from her hair, and swirled against her knee; 
Far less ashamed she stood than Naomi; 

Her eyes had little candles lit in them: 

This was the way they entered Bethlehem. 


RUTH GOES DOWN TO THE FIELDS 


Shall the princess, shall the daughter 
Of a proud profane tradition 

Hold her head the least bit lower 
Than befits the King’s position? 
Shall she muddy her complexion 
Or her walk made crookeder 
Because the men of Moab 

Drop work to look at her? 

Now Orpah was a princess 

That knew how men behave 

Yet when she left Naomi 

She took what Moab gave: 

A man for every step, they say: 
Look over there, where lieth 

The princess in a gutter-lane 
Conceiving Prince Goliath. 

While Ruth her sweeter sister 

Who longed for Israel 

Found out that men who speak with God 
Seek other things as well. — 

Now ought a convert squint or limp 
When Hebrews find her fair? 

Ruth cast a veil across her face, 

A scarf about her hair, 

And moved along so secretly 

She scarcely stirred the air. 

And still the men looked after her: 
They seemed to guess the shape 

Of that most disturbing woman 

In a grass-grey cape. 


THE EYE OF BOAZ FALLS ON RUTH 


The following day the barley shone with gold 
And spun about like brightness in a row; 
Accustomed reapers went where they were told, 
Stripped down the barleyheads, but not too low; 
Then gleaners scurried after them, some bold, 
Some humble, to crop up their residue; 
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And Boaz on his dais felt less old 

Than since his wife’s death he was wont to do: 
Only his eyes played tricks on him. They showed 
His barley wandering from place to place, 

One cluster in particular, that glowed 

With quite unbarleylike richness and grace 

Till as the gold came wavering up the road 

It was a woman; and he saw Ruth’s face. 


His first thought was: How might this woman be 
Past forty years of age?—his next, to watch 
Her manner and her walk most carefully, 

And he saw how the reapers let her catch 

The full stalk, or let drop before her three 

Or four ripe heads; or how the men would fetch 
Water for Ruth; he saw incredulously 

How she was tended by the lowliest wretch. 

He saw her cloak of some green stuff like grass, 
And her bare toes, how peacefully they moved, 
And her bright hair, like yellow lines of glass, 
And all the man took note of, he approved. 
He saw how unlike Bethlehem she was: 

He saw the pagan Ruth Naomi loved. 


Jottings from Germany 
by Helen Waren 


FELT VERY TIRED and worn as I returned to 

my billet in the quiet little village of Gros 
Ostheim, five miles from Aschaffenburg where my 
USO troupe was performing. I pushed open the gate 
to the comfortable little cottage at the edge of town 
and went into my room. Fields stretched before my 
windows and green willows swayed gently in the 
sun. A shepherd was herding a large flock of sheep 
across the road into the fields and two very efficient 
sheep dogs were proudly keeping the flock in tow, 
a peaceful pastoral scene beyond compare, with so 
many sheep shorn and tranquil and cool. However, 
the picture changed abruptly when at a word from 
the shepherd the dogs bared their teeth and the 
sheep found themselves forced on down the road as 
they whimpered terrified “Baa’s.” The faces of those 
screaming sheep mysteriously transported me back 
to the Casserne in Nuremberg, the former S.S. billets, 
where now are housed in varying degrees of degra- 
dation hundreds upon hundreds of displaced persons 
of every conceivable nationality—the S.S. Casserne, 
where among all the rest are also fifty Jews. People 
without hope, Roumanian and Polish Jews who can- 
not go home for reasons which have become all too 
obvious. 

I had been with them every day looking into their 
bewildered eyes and trying to imbue them with some 
strength and renewed faith. It is hard to describe the 
Casserne. It is built around an enormous square 
courtyard in sections. Each section has long, black, 
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foul smelling corridors with mentally, physically, 
and spiritually crippled lurking about them. Young 
girls whose every decent impulse and sensibility has 
been abused, young boys who have grown up to 
understand only the various implications of terror 
correlated with physical endurance, older men and 
women, minus limbs, minus spirit, minus dear ones. 

I had received an unsigned message urging me to 
come to Room 92—Block B. I was used to these 
messages and knew more or less what to expect. 
When I finally managed to find Room 92, I stepped 
into an average-size room which housed about fifteen 
Jews. There was a long table and a bench in the room 
and a number of men and women sprawled about 
asleep in the tiered bunks. However, there were 
others assembled from other sections of the Casserne 
wide awake and evidently waiting for my arrival. 

I was immediately beset with all kinds of greet- 
ings in what seemed like a million languages. They 
had heard what I “had done for eight Jews in 
Fuerth”; they were “in the same position”; “forty of 
them, including women and two tiny girls ” My 
heart sank. Forty! How could I smuggle forty? 
Finally their spokesman attempted to sum up their 
hopes and desires in English but I could not force 
myself to listen‘to his voice while his gentle light 
eyes said to me over and over again, “Why am I 
here? What am I doing here? Why am I so humilis 
ated? Why do I sleep on a bed of straw with so many 
others in a foul and filthy room? Why has this come 
about? I used to be a professor of languages . 

A little girl came into the room. She came straight 
to me and entwined her arm in mine. She had been 
told to expect me—that I was also a Jew, an Ameri- 
can Jew—and it struck me as I felt her sweet little 
hand in mine that I was probably the first stranger 
in many years that this little soul had dared to trust. 
Her tiny face was beautiful and illumined with 
tragedy that had not yet killed her altogether. 

The door opened and an emaciated young woman 
entered. She could not have been more than thirty, 
but she looked closer to fifty. She gazed at me for a 
moment and then her face contorted with despera- 
tion. “I am one that cannot go—I cannot,” she cried 
in German. “I want to go with the others to Pales- 
tine but I dare not—not yet—my heart will not let 
me rest. I must first go back to Poland—to look for 
my baby. I left him there and my heart says he is 
still alive. I know that death lurks in Poland in every 
doorway but what will my salvation mean in Pales- 
tine if all my life the thought pursues me that he is 
still alive———” 

I felt very much alone and helpless but I prom- 
ised to do what I could and return to them. As I left 
the Casserne three of the men from Room 92 caught 
up with me. I looked into the desperate countenances 
of three men on the brink of suicide as they hissed 
frantically, “We are rotting — disintegrating — we 
cannot stand it here any longer—we will take any 
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chances—we do not care for legality—can you get 
us to Italy? Any way! Any way at all! We are des- 
perate men!” I begged them to be patient for two 
days and promised to have word for them in “no 
longer than forty-eight hours.” 

The next day was a “rest” day for our troupe. 
I decided to take a trip to Bayreuth where I had very 
decent officer friends of influence—among them one 
to whom I had gone for help for some Jewish “dis- 
placed persons” when I was performing in Bayreuth, 
and who had been doing a magnificent job of mercy 
ever since. I brought him my new problem. Could 
he prevail on his friends in Allied Military Govern- 
ment in Bayreuth to take three desperate men on an 
Italian transport and get them over the border to 
Italy despite the fact that they were not Italian citi- 
zens? I presented the facts to him, and also said that 
these three were willing to walk the fifty miles to 
Bayreuth from Nuremberg if he could arrange some- 
thing. He promised to get a phone message to me 
the next night. 

All the next day, back in Nuremberg, I went from 
one AMG office to the next trying to get the forty 
off on their way to Palestine—but with little luck. 
In the evening the phone message came through. 
“Send up your three men—I can take care of them 
as you wished.” My day then was not a complete 
failure. I went back to the Casserne. I told the three 
men the happy news. I told the Polish Jewish mother 
that getting to Poland was a simple matter if she 
wanted to risk it, for she was a Polish citizen. The 
others I promised that I was still working for them. 

The next day I went to the big railroad station 
in the middle of the town. It had been bombed to 
bits but the Allies had somehow got the trains and 
tracks to function. I picked my way through Poles, 





19 


Czechs, Estonians, Latvians and bombed-out Ger- 
mans. Many of them live right on the tracks in old 
box cars. It is a pathetic and unbelievable sight—a 
shambles, a morass of human suffering. After spend- 
ing hours there I managed to pick up the dates of 
the train convoys leaving for Italy and the assurance 
that heads would be turned and eyes would not see. 

But how was I to get my forty charges out of the 
camp? I finally managed an introduction to the officer 
in charge of the Casserne, who promptly invited me 
to lunch. We had a delightful lunch and before it 
was over he had promised me his “best coopera- 
tion.” Just as we were finishing his phone rang. The 
call was for me. I was to get ready to leave immedi- 
ately for Aschaffenburg. My company had just re- 
ceived orders that we were to play there the very 
next day. My throat choked up as I listened. Of course 
I would have to obey my orders but how would I 
ever know, how could I be sure that my work for 
my “forty” would be finished? 

I sat in Gros Ostheim and watched the German 
shepherd, his flock and the two dogs, and I prayed. 
I prayed very hard that those forty Jews, “women 
included and two tiny girls,” had managed to start 
on their hazardous journey to the deliverance which 
they sought in Palestine. The camp commander had 
given me his staunchest promises to help. I had given 
the forty, themselves, the dates of the train convoys 
and the information that no one would stop them 
once at the trains. I bad entrusted a Jewish soldier, 
whom I knew well, with messages and all the facts. 
The stage was set but I had to leave before the 
show was over. I could only sit and pray that all was 
well and that there was a look of hope once more in 
forty pairs of eyes. 





Hearings of the Inquiry Committee 


TESTIMONY OF Dr. CHAIM WEIZMANN 
DR. WEIZMANN: Mr. Chairman, and Gentle- 


men of the Committee of Inquiry, needless to say, 
I feel a very great responsibility resting on me at this 
moment to try and explain to the Committee as best 
I can the problem which torments us for so many 
years, and which is causing considerable difficulty to 
those who are responsible for helping carry into effect 
its solution. It is needless for me to say, again, that I 
shall try to be as unbiased as I can. It is difficult for 
a man in my position to do so, but I shall honestly 
endeavor to present the case as objectively as I can. 

I hope that I may be permitted to remind you 
gentlemen most respectfully that we are entering 
upon this problem not exactly as a tabula rasa. Not 
only the British Government, but all those nations 


which have been associated with the Government in 
approving the Mandate, in initiating the policy, in 
helping it on its way in the first stages, in a sense 
bear a certain responsibility. The fact that the League 
of Nations is already dissolved, or about to be dis- 
solved—I don’t know whether its final meeting has 
already taken place—doesn’t absolve the nations 
of that responsibility, and I thought I might most 
respectfully remind you of it. 


The Diaspora 


The position of the Jews in the modern world, 
their homelessness as a people—I am not speaking 
of the homelessness of individual groups of Jews. 
Individual groups of Jews have homes; some of the 
homes are very comfortable. But as a people, as a 
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race, as a collectivity, the Jews are homeless, and this 
homelessness and the unchanging attachment of the 
Jews to Palestine did not begin with Hitler. It ex- 
isted many, many years, many centuries before Hitler 
was ever thought of, long before this hideous tragedy 
had been enacted on us, the tragedy which would 
seem utterly incredible fifteen or twenty years ago. 

The developments of the last few years have pro- 
duced a very considerable change in the distribution 
of the Jewish people. If we take the year 1880, you 
would find that at that time 75 percent of the Jewish 
people inhabited the vast pale of settlement in Rus- 
sia, the Czarist Russian province, Poland, and the 
Baltic provinces, as well as Roumania and some 
minor communities like northern Hungary. In the 
United States at that time there were only about 3 
percent of the Jewish people, and in the British 
Empire an insignificant quantity. Numerically the 
masses of Jews were settled, as I said, in Poland and 
Russia, but the culture and the wealth and the intelli- 
gentsia of the Jews were more or less in the German- 
speaking countries, Germany itself, at that time 
Imperial Germany, and the surrounding satellite 
countries like Austria; some in Roumania, very little, 
and some in Hungary. The great settlements of Jew- 
ish culture, Jewish learning, and Jewish science were 
in Berlin, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Vienna, and to some 
extent Prague and Budapest. The overwhelming 
majority of the Jews spoke Yiddish. Only a small 
fraction, in the Central European countries, spoke 
and wrote German. 

Then a great change took place. Between 1880 and 
1914, almost the very beginning of World War I, 
mass emigration took place to the Western Hemi- 
sphere under the pressure of persecution in Czarist 
Russia. About 2,000,000 Jews migrated in this rela- 
tively short period. Two million Jews migrated to the 
States, and roughly 300,000 migrated to Great 
Britain, to South Africa, to Canada. In other words, 
there was an emigration of almost 214 million people 
between 1880 and 1914. So the numerical weight 
began to shift and continued almost incessantly 
throughout the period up to the present date. 

In 1930 only half of world Jewry was to be found 
in East Europe. The rest, the other half, was across 
the Vistula, and also across the Rhine, and also across 
the Channel, and across the Atlantic. 

The first World War and the consequences of it, 
the social changes, the economic changes, again pro- 
duced a shift in the balance of the Jewish masses. 


Russian Jewry was isolated. An iron curtain sepa-. 


rated the great Russian Jewish community from the 
rest of the Jewish world. This separation persists up 
to the present date. The Polish Jewish community, 
about 3,000,000, was still there in strength, but it 
gtadually became weakened, partly through certain 
economic factors which prevailed in the Polish Re- 
public. The other smaller Jewries in the new suc- 
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cession states suffered from the loss of connection 
with the great Jewish community of Poland and 
Russia as it existed before the war. German-speaking 
Jewry in Germany still was thriving, but the great 
centers of Jewish life moved away from it. 

Finally, in the last war, a hideous catastrophe be- 
fell the Jews. About 6,000,000—I needn’t go into 
it, it is sufficiently known to you, Mr. Chairman, and 
Gentlemen—Jews were murdered in cold blood, and 
the number of Jews was reduced from 17,000,000, 
roughly, to something like 11,000,000, of whom I 
believe more than 6,000,000 today inhabit English- 
speaking countries. 

The distribution of Jews today in round figures 
is, in the United States about 5,500,000, perhaps 
slightly less; in the British Empire, 750,000, in the 
United Kingdom, Canada, South Africa, Australia, 
and New Zealand. In Palestine it is something in the 
neighborhood of 600,000. So together it is about 
614 million out of 11 million; so roughly 60 per- 
cent of the Jews find themselves in English-speaking 
countries or directly under English administration. 

I believe that quite subconsciously, or perhaps un- 
consciously, the composition of this Commission sym- 
bolizes the extraordinary change which has taken 
place in Jewry. To me it is no accident that this Com- 
mission consists of two important elements, two 
representative groups of the Anglo-Saxon world. 
Today this 60 percent of Jews who find themselves 
under Anglo-Saxon aegis speak, in the majority, 
English. The Jews in Europe spoke Yiddish, and they 
did not speak the language of the nation under which 
they lived. Very few Jews spoke Russian, a minority; 
still less spoke English; still less spoke Lithuanian, 
or whatever language was spoken in those countries. 

Today the number of English-speaking Jews is 
increasing from day to day, as is obvious to anyone 
who observes the Yiddish press in America. The 
Yiddish press in America was a very powerful press. 
It is still a very powerful press, but it is gradually 
including in its editions an English page, or two 
pages, because the young generation as it grows up, 
as it goes through English and American schools, 
reads English. They may still speak Yiddish-in their 
homes out of deference and respect to the old people, 
but the Yiddish language is on the wane and English 
is on the increase. 

Then the Jews, at least judging from the observa- 
tion I have been able to make myself, both in Amer- 
ica where I have been very frequently since the last 
war and in England, the young Jewish generation is 
going through good English and American schools, 
through the universities, and gradually are associat- 
ing themselves in the scientific and technical activi- 
ties of these countries. As education and prosperity 
comes to these ex-immigrants, then a sort of sym- 
biosis, I may say with the utmost respect, a sort of 
symbiosis is being established between this group and 
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the dominant nation, the English or the Americans, 
and usually this symbiosis in other countries, in Ger- 
many, in Czarist Russia, in Poland led to unpleasant 
results. If I say “unpleasant” I am erring on the side 
of under-statement. I hope that this won't be the case 
in the Anglo-Saxon countries. I think perhaps it is a 
different position than in the case of Germany or 
Poland or Czarist Russia. But the history—and we 
are an old race and we have a considerable experi- 
ence—the history of the Jews in Spain who occupied 
a very great position, the very high position of the 
Jews in Russia, and finally the last bitter experience 
of the Jews in Germany makes us occasionally fear- 
ful if we see symptoms of anti-Semitism even in the 
Anglo-Saxon countries. 


Anti-Semitism 

There is no doubt of the symptoms. Why, almost 
every day, or every week good friends of mine, 
English people with whom I have maintained a 
friendship lasting over twenty-five or thirty years, 
come to me and say, “You know, Weizmann, I am 
very worried about the growth of anti-Semitism in 
this country,” meaning England. My usual answer is, 
“You are not half as worried as I am.” 

I am much more worried, but I don’t see how I 
can stop it or what can be done. It seems to grow by 
its own laws, and it is a sort of disease that spreads. 
Tonly hope that it will never reach the terrible dimen- 
sions that it reached in Europe. In fact, I somehow 
think that the Anglo-Saxon countries may be immune 
from it. But it is a hope, it is a pious wish, and if you 
look at Canada, South Africa, even Great Britain, 
even America, you sometimes lose your freedom 
from fear. 

Much has been said and written about the origin 
of anti-Semitism. I am not going to detain you with 
a long exposition about what anti-Semitism means 
and how it came about and how it developed. There 
is a vast literature on the subject, and I am sure you 
had the opportunity of listening to some people who 
are quite expert on this subject. But they are expert 
because they read and wrote a great deal. They are 
not expert in the sense that they have experienced it 
on their own backs. I did; many of my friends and 
colleagues did. 

I believe the one fundamental cause—it may seem 
trivial—of anti-Semitism is that the Jew exists. We 
seem to carry the germs of anti-Semitism in our bags 
wherever we go. The growth and intensity of anti- 
Semitism is proportional to the number of Jews, or 
to the density of the Jews. 

We are usually told by way of a compliment by 
our well-meaning friends that the Jews are an ex- 
cellent leaven for non-Jewish society. We are told 
sometimes, in a different form, that the Jews are the 
salt of the earth and they contribute this salinity to 
the non-Jewish society, and apparently the non- 
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Jewish society stands in need of a certain quantity 
of salt—I don’t know how much. But my experience 
is that it is a sort of double-edged or left-handed 
compliment. One can stand a certain amount of salt, 
but if the concentration of salt increases beyond pro- 
portion in the soup or the other dish which a man 
has to eat, down goes the soup, and the dish with 
the salt goes down the sink. That has happened to 
the Jewish people very often. It has acted as salt and 
then was poured out, poured away. 

Now the existence of the Jews in the non-Jewish 
world is a peculiar one. Here is a group of people. 
I don’t want to use names which might produce a 
controversy, such as nation or nationality, but let me 
say a group of people. That is an innocent name 
which covers a multitude of sins. Here is a group of 
people which has lost all the attributes of a nation. 
It has got no language of its own in common, it has 
got no territory, it has got no forms of state, it has 
got no forms in which it can express itself collec- 
tively, and still I believe it has maintained its extraor- 
dinary existence‘as a sort of ghost nation stalking the 
arena of world history. It maintained this existence 
in face of intolerable persecution for thousands of 
years. It is a sort of stiff-neckedness, a belief in some- 
thing. For the orthodox Jew it is a perfectly straight- 
forward affair. He believes that he is destined to live 
through all that and to return to Palestine. To the 
orthodox Jew; not everybody has been given the 
privilege by the light of his faith. To the non-ortho- 
dox Jew, well, he creates a sort of compromise, tries 
to explain it away in all sorts of fashions. 

You have heard before you evidence of Jews 
who said, “Well, the Jews are not a race, are not a 
nation, are not a people. They are merely a religion.” 
I don’t want to argue with those people, particularly 
as they are not here, but the curious thing about the 
gentlemen in question is that they are utterly irre- 
ligious. There is not a single tenet of Mosaic law 
which they keep, and it seems somewhat comical that 
they appear before you as the champions of Jewish 
religion. However, while the Jews are deprived of 
all the attributes of a real people, they are trying to 
cling to something, which is quite ephemeral, but 
still they have not disappeared. 

Let me, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, introduce 
one example. I come from Russia. I was born there; 
I went to school there; I left it definitely, more or 
less, in 1904, when I came to England. Everyone 
knew that it was quite easy to perform the act of 
conversion. The Jews were greatly encouraged by the 
Russian clergy to do so, and in fact you didn’t need 
even to come personally. You could send your pass- 
port, and if the passport was christened as a Christian 
passport it was all right. Now this performance on 
the document made a difference in the life of the 
Jew between life and death, between paradise and 
hell, and still out of the 6,000,000 Jews who were 
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concentrated in Russia there were very, very few con- 
versions indeed. 

Now what kept the Jews firm in the face of in- 
human treatment? Some mystical force, some belief 
that one day the God of Israel will liberate them and 
they will return, and it is this hope of return which 
has kept us in one way or another, consciously or 
unconsciously, alive. No wonder that the race or na- 
tion or people or group living this sort of life is 
subject very often to suspicion, this disembodied 
group of people stalking the world arena, as I said, 
and between suspicion and hatred there is only one 
small step. I believe that to be the origin of anti- 
Semitism, and I am saying so to English and Ameri- 
can gentlemen because I would be greatly interested 
that they might ponder over it and perhaps find in 
it the solution of many phenomena which are per. 
haps strange to them today. . . . 


Present Problem 

Well, leaving this subject and turning to the reali- 
ties of the present position, one asks oneself, “What 
is the size of the problem which occupies us today?” 
I know that you have had an opportunity of seeing 
the remnant in Europe; what impression the sight 
has made on you I am not going to inquire. I believe 
it would be reasonable to assume that of the million 
and a quarter, slightly less or slightly more, of Jews 
in Europe—let me say I think I am erring again on 
the side of under-statement—let me say 60 percent 
would like to leave Europe. I am sure it is more, but 
I think 60 percent certainly is not an exaggeration. 
It is inconceivable, as I have always maintained—I 
remember a long argument with the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Eden, who adopted 
your ordinary formula. He said, “The war will end, 
and Nazism and Fascism will be beaten to a frazzle, 
and all that will disappear and the Jews will be able 
to start a new life in Europe.” He did not reckon 
with the virus which has penetrated so deep into the 
soul of these populations in Europe. Neither did he 
reckon with the fact that he will find Jewry broken 
very often in spirit and a great deal in the body. It 
is to assume that a people like the Jews who are 
inured to a great deal of persecution and used to it 
would try and settle down on a soil which is drenched 
with blood, which is crying out to heaven, and won't 
be stilled for many, many years to come. This blood 
of the 6,000,000 people who have been murdered, 
this appeal to the conscience of Europe and the con- 
science of the civilized world, and to the conscience 
of America and England, and this voice will not be 
stilled until something happens which would give 
the Jews a certain amount of compensation and 
restitution for what has been perpetrated upon them. 
To expect that they will settle amongst the tomb- 
stones of the past and amidst the hatred of the present 
is really asking too much of flesh and blood. They 
will have to go. 
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Well, I don’t need to repeat it. It has been told to 
you over and over again. There are very few coun- 
tries that are ready to receive the Jews. Oh yes, our 
friends in San Domingo might be willing to receive 
a few Jewish families. There are other countries of a 
similar nature, but it isn’t considered a practical 
proposition. 

To these Jews of Europe have to be added a few 
other countries. As to the Jews in the countries of the 
Middle East, I don’t want to charge the Arabs with 
deliberate anti-Semitic intentions. It would be his- 
torically incorrect and it would be unjust if I at- 
tempted to do it. But listening to utterances which 
are perhaps used in polemics or in the heat of con- 
troversy, well, one feels somewhat uneasy. The po- 
groms, of course, are not on the same scale as the 
pogroms in Europe, but still they took place in Bagh- 
dad and Tripoli and even in Cairo, where I thought 
the relations between the Jews and Egyptian people 
were always satisfactory. It makes one feel that the 
Jews might one day become unsafe in the hands of 
an Arab majority. I hope it won't be the case. 

As I said, I wouldn’t like to do anyone injustice, 
and the Moslem World has treated the Jews with 
considerable tolerance. The Ottoman Empire received 
the Jews with open arms when they were driven out 
of Spain, and the Jews should never forget that. On 
the other hand, it is no use blinking facts; these great 
humanitarian traditions are under the pressures of 
modern nationalism. 

Incidentally, these outbreaks in Tripoli and the 
other countries teach us another lesson, which we are 
sometimes likely to forget. We are repeatedly being 
told — sometimes by distinguished Arab leaders — 
“Oh, we can get on very well with the old-fashioned 
Jews. The Jews we don’t like are the Jews from Mos- 
cow, from New York, and from London.” I don’t 
know how the Arabs would like it if I would tell 
them, “Oh, I’m delighted to see Arabs from Cairo, 
but I don’t like Arabs from Tripoli or Morocco.” 

But these massacres which took place, perhaps to 
call it by the name of massacre is too much, but in 
Tripoli it was perpetrated against Jews who for hun- 
dreds of years have lived cheek by jowl with the 
Arabs and speak their language. They are perfectly 
innocent of any Zionist tendencies. They don’t know 
what it is. Well, the number of these Jews in the 
Eastern countries amounts to about 750,000. Assum- 
ing again that perhaps 50 percent of them would go, 
well, you reach a total of something like a million, 
by which one can measure the urgency of the prob- 
lem. 

Then there are other countries. Take a country 
like Argentina, with 350,000 Jews. It may break 
there any day. I hope it won't. But all the phenomena 
which precede an attack—a frontal attack—on the 
life of the Jewish community, are today extant in 
Argentina. The Jewish press has been forbidden, and 
only under the pressure of some of our American 
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friends has it been partly revived. The Jews are un- 
easy in Argentina. There may be other countries, but 
I don’t want to go into it any longer. 

The urgent problem applies to the immediate 
situation, but it is no use blinking the fact that it 
can happen to us. I spent a good deal of time in 
Germany in the year 1931. The Jews of Germany 
were a powerful group, which made an extraordinary 
contribution to the common stock in Germany—in 
fact, a contribution far out of proportion to their 
number. I visited certain scientific institutions in 
Germany, like perhaps many of you—it isn’t un- 
known—such as, for instance, Kaiser Wilhelm In- 
stitute, which had a very dense Jewish scientific popu- 
lation, and I warned them that this won’t hold water 
for a long time. But I was dismissed as an alarmist. 
I remember Professor Haber, who was the Head of 
the Institute, telling me “That is all your Zionist 
bias.” I had to receive Haber in 1933, as a broken 
man, deprived of everything. It came like a tidal 
wave overnight, and German Jewry is no more. 


“Historical Connection” 


But the problem is not merely a refugee problem, 
and I would be sorry if under the pressure of this 
bitter refugee problem, the other aspect would be lost 
sight of. Those statesmen who were responsible for 
the Mandate and for the Balfour Declaration were 
not dreamers. They were perhaps among the finest 
statesmen of that period. Mr. Churchill, Mr. Lloyd 
George, Clemenceau, President Wilson — all those 
who took part in the framing of this policy—they 
reckoned with this peculiar position of the Jews, 
which I have tried to paint for you, and I’m afraid, 
much too inadequately. They realized that the Jews 
have a right to collective self-expression, like every-- 
body else—that the existence of a national home, if 
and when it is established and well founded, would 
give poise and satisfaction and would render the Jew 
less unstable, even in the countries where he enjoys 
equality of treatment. He would feel collectively that 
he has found self-expression in Palestine. 

They also realize that Palestine appeals power- 
fully to the Jews because there was an unbroken 
connection between the Jews and Palestine — un- 
broken for thousands of years, not only in the moral 
and religious sense, but literally a physical bond. 
With the exception of one or two periods — the 
period of the Crusades where the Jews were more or 
less wiped out, and the subsequent Mongol invasion 
of Palestine—there were always Jewish communities 
in Palestine and a certain amount of Jewish agricul- 
ture in Galilee. These communities were not sterile; 
they were communities with a very considerable in- 
tellectual activity, which spread far beyond the con- 
fines of Palestine. And whenever there was the 
faintest possibility of going back, there was a move- 
ment, a literal physical movement, despite great 
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difficulties. There was a movement from Spain, a 
movement from Turkey, a movement from Germany, 


- from Poland, from England — always ships were 


carrying pilgrims to Palestine to come to settle there, 
to live there, sometimes to die there, and to teach 
the word of God, which spread far beyond the fron- 
tiers of Palestine. 

This was realized and this was taken into account 
and this was embodied in the Mandate for Palestine. 
The words “historical connection” were not merely 
empty words—a sort of vague sentimentality. These 
connections which shaped the destiny of the Jews 
throughout their long, chequered history cost them 
an enormous amount of suffering. They were a 
people of non-conformists with the two great 
branches of religion which sprang out of their own 
midst, and because of this non-conformity, they have 
taken upon themselves the burden of untold martyr- 
dom. 

It would have looked absurd in our own eyes and 
in the eyes of every right-thinking Gentile if our 
relation to Palestine were different from what it is. 
No wonder, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, that 
British statesmen realized this: after all, the Balfour 
Declaration was merely one important fact in the 
whole chain of events which preceded the Balfour 
Declaration for three hundred years. British divines, 
British scholars, and British statesmen have always 
been thinking and writing about the return of the 
Jews to Palestine, and this is why Palestine plays 
such a central part today in our life, and this is why 
we have, unfortunately, to occupy you with it at such 
length. 

Well, it may interest you that in a handbook pub- 
lished, if you please, by the Foreign Office, which 
cannot be suspected today of particular Zionist pro- 
clivities, in 1920, there is the following statement: 

“The Zionism of the Bible is far anterior to the 
exile of Israel—even the first exile. It dates back to 
the pre-historic days of Israel in Egypt, and Moses 
was the first Zionist.” 

This was a statement not by Zionists but of the 
Handbook published by the British Foreign Office 
in 1920, and it is still realized even today by English- 
men. I have only to remind you of a recent speech by 
the ex-Colonial Secretary, Colonel Stanley, who said 
—and I don’t want to quote him in full—his con- 
tact with Palestine affairs made him realize what 
profound feeling lies in Jewry for Palestine, and it 
is perfectly useless, according to him, to offer the 
Jews a substitute for Palestine, like British Guiana, 
or any other country. They are always dealing with 
countries which are either too hot or too cold. There 
was never a country offered to us with a moderate 
climate. Such a country doesn’t exist for Jews. 

This is the sense of the preamble of the Mandate, 
and this is the sense of all our struggle today. 
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Alternative Territories 

Perhaps this has been brought to the attention of 
the Commission, and if it has, perhaps the Board 
would be kind enough to stop me—I don’t want to 
waste your time—but all I want to say is there have 
been attempts to settle Jews in other places. One of 
the most interesting attempts was the settlement in 
Argentina, which was founded under the best possi- 
ble auspices by men who were great leaders in Jewry, 
who had the good will of the people, and who had a 
considerable amount of funds at their disposal. They 
went to Argentina. There was no trouble there; there 
was no population which resented the entry of these 
settlers to Argentina in vast quantities at a very 
moderate price, and not like here where we have to 
buy the land and pay through the nose. But there, 
all the physical conditions were excellent. The colo- 
nization of Argentina began more or less at the same 
time as our work in Palestine, where we had a Turk- 
ish Regime; we had no experience; no guidance. In 
fact, rich and powerful and influential Jews looked 
upon us as day-dreamers or crazy people who were 
going into a derelict country and would certainly 
perish. 

After fifty-five or sixty years of work in Argentina 
and Palestine, if you compare the two—with the one 
here, there is a civilization, a language, a culture, a 
literature, which represents a new way of life, per- 
haps an interesting way of life, which will be not 
without interest to countries outside Palestine. I hope 
and pray that you gentiemen, in spite of your great 
pre-occupation, may find time to have a good look at 
what we are doing on the land—the mode of life— 
social conditions—the kind of people—the way they 
hold themselves—the way they look into God’s sun, 
with the eyes of free men. They lost all of the stamp 
of the ghetto which their parents brought with them. 
Look at the children in our schools; look at the play- 
grounds and see how they behave and what they do, 
and you will see there is a new life sprouting out of 
this soil of Palestine. 

In Argentina, there are a few villages. They speak 
something which is a cross between Yiddish and 
Argentine Spanish. The children have gone to town 
—gone to Buenos Aires, where they engage in the 
usual professions—doctors, lawyers, dentists, chim- 
ney sweeps, traders — but not associated with the 
basic performance which makes a nation. I won't 
speak about Birobdjan, which was attempted as sort 
of a Jewish Republic under the auspices of a mighty 
power. It is practically non-existent today. 

The fact is, and I would like to draw the attention 
of you, sir, and the Committee, to the fact that Pales- 
tine is in essence, in principle, a community funda- 
mentally different from any other Jewish community 
which you might observe in the world. 


Let me take the greatest community—and I speak 
of this community with the greatest possible respect, 
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not only of the community but of the country in 
which this community has been built up—in Amer- 
ica. It is powerful; it doesn’t suffer from any con- 
siderable amount of persecution, though there is a 
certain discrimination occasionally. I know when I 
was sick in America two years ago and I wanted to 
find a hotel where I could rest and be outside the 
big cities, I couldn’t find it because I was told it was 
restricted. What does the word “restricted” mean? I 
learned only afterwards. Men of my creed cannot go 
into such places. Well, that may be a minor matter 
in comparison, but that happened. It is disturbing 
and one doesn’t like it. Any man who is proud of his 
community and proud of the country in which he 
lives doesn’t want to be faced by a hotel manager 
who apologetically offers his hand and says “Of 
course, there are certain Jews we would gladly re- 
ceive, but on the whole we are rather restricted.” 

The Jews came to America mostly in the period 
been 1880 and 1914, when America was more or 
less built up, when the fundamental factors of Amer- 
ican life, economic, intellectual, and cultural, were 
established. All the Jews had to do was to adapt 
themselves to a life which had been built up by some- 
body else. 

The history of the Jews in America is, to a con- 
siderable extent, a history of adaptation, of adjust- 
ment, which has, on the whole, been carried out 
successfully—thanks to the tolerance of the Ameri- 
can people; thanks to the abundance of the American 
nation, that there is enough to go around and ‘they 
needn’t begrudge the poor immigrant. But the Jews 
are concentrated in the big towns, chiefly in profes- 
sions which are not associated with the basic per- 
formance of American life. They are not associated 
with American agriculture, with America’s great in- 
dustries, iron, coal, railways, harbors, shipping. There 
may be some Jews who are great shareholders in 
some great concerns, but I mean the building up; I 
mean the creation of all these enormous values which 
have made modern America a powerful and great 
and free race. 

We have produced enormous quantities of doctors 
and lawyers and a superabundance of the free pro- 
fessions. It sticks out yards. All these professions are 
needed in American society. But here it is different. 
We came to a country where there was nothing. It 
was derelict. It was neglected. It was an ancient coun- 
try which had fallen on evil days. It was covered 
with marshes and sands, And we have tried our best 
with our brain and effort and industry and money 
and our hands to create everything. And everything 
you will see in the National Home, whether it is a 
modest stable somewhere in Galilee or whether it is 
a university on Mount Scopus, has been built, di- 
rected, and created by Jewish hands. We have created 
it, and our children and our children’s children speak 
of it as their creation, and they are proud of it. And 
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if I may say so, with respect to my Arab friends and 
opponents, it has been done without turning a hair 
on the Arab head. This is why Palestine occupies 
such a central position for Jews. 

Lord Samuel was justified in saying in the House 
of Lords, I think it was, that there is only one country 
to which most of the refugees are eager to go and 
only one country which is eager to receive them. 

When a refugee today comes to Palestine on a 
leaky boat, taking a very long time for his journey 
and undergoing a considerable amount of hardship 
until he reaches the shore, when he reaches the 
neighborhood of the Palestine Coast, he meets a 
British destroyer, anxious to have a good look at the 
boat. And when he lands on the beach, he meets 
British soldiers who are again anxious to see, if pos- 
sible, they shouldn’t land, although I am not un- 
mindful of the forebearance which some authorities 
have shown in this respect. With all of these diffi- 
culties which these poor immigrants are going 
through, after having escaped from the jaws of death, 
they are ready to accept and stand the new hardships, 
because this leaky boat on which the boy or girl 
travels is their Mayflower. It is the Mayflower of the 
whole generation of young Jews eager to reach these 
shores. 


Absorptive Capacity 

Well, I have tried to explain the size of the prob- 
lem, and I am afraid that it has been long, but then 
there is the question of how many Jews can be ab- 
sorbed in this country. Some people may say it is all 
very well what you say, but there are laws of physics 
and chemistry which you cannot destroy, even with 
all your enthusiasm and all your ideals. 

I happen to be a chemist myself and feel very 
strongly about this. The question of absorptive capac- 
ity is one fundamental question which I am sure 
will occupy you and us, as it has occupied us in the 
last twenty-five or thirty years. I shall not go into 
detail because my friends who deal with the eco- 
nomic problems will probably have an opportunity 
to speak to you about it, but I am reliably informed 
by men in whom I have absolute confidence—some 
of them are my trusted colleagues with whom I have 
been working up to now over more than a genera- 
tion, and some of them are Gentiles, who have 
looked at our country and who have gone through 
it, who I think are unbiased and honest observers 
who would not mislead us, and they tell us that if 
the country is developed to a greater extent than 
hitherto and the rain waters and the waters of the 
rivers are utilized to the fullest extent, they tell me 
there would be room for many hundred thousand. 
. .. As Lord Samuel pointed out, there seems to be 
room for a population double or triple the present 
population of Palestine without—and I would like 
to emphasize it—. . . without thinking of displacing 
anybody. 
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We have been repeatedly charged, sometimes by 
well-wishers and sometimes detractors, that we want 
to displace the Arab population. I would like to say, 
Far be it from us. Since the time I had the honor of 
standing at the head of the movement which I repre- 
sent before you today, I have been anxious—more 
than anxious—and have utilized every occasion and 
so have many of my colleagues to get in touch with 
the Arabs and speak to them and try to explain the 
difficulties — their difficulties and our difficulties — 
and come to some terms. 

Something has happened—and I don’t want to go 
into detail—which has made it impossible, but we 
have gone through many trials and tribulations. We 
tell you quite frankly, Mr. Chairman and Gentle- 
men, we have not given up hope. It will come one 
day. 

As I said, you can see the testimony of a man like 
Sir Arthur Wauchope about our colonization and 
our mode of life, and you can see the testimony of 
unbiased observers like Lowdermilk and like Mr. 
Savage, so I think we may safely say there is room 
to go on for a long time until the saturation point 
is reached. .. . 

Doubts are sometimes expressed about the possi- 
bilities of industrial development in Palestine. They 
are sometimes accompanied by the statement, which 
is in some cases quite true and in some cases may be 
a case of wishful thinking, that this industrial prog- 
ress which has taken place during the war will soon 
subside, and Palestine will be open to competition 
from American and British goods which will stream 
into the country and gradually displace the goods we 
are manufacturing here and therefore cause a crisis. 
I don’t doubt for a single moment that we shall have 
to face a crisis in the transition from the war econ- 
omy, to which Palestine was subjected as much as 
any other country, to a peace economy. I have no 
doubt that Jewish initiative and Jewish adaptability 
and enthusiasm and knowledge will help to face this 
crisis. Some industries which are not sound may dis- 
appear; others may come in their stead; but on the 
whole, this industrial development of Palestine, 
which has set in during the war and before the war, 
will go on, in spite of crisis and suffering. 

It has been said that Palestine has got no raw 
materials of any importance on which to base an 
industry. It is, to some extent, true. But I would like 
to call your attention to a country like Switzerland, 
which has no raw materials at all, which has no 
harbor, which has to go through frontiers on all 
sides in order to carry its goods, and still Switzerland 
today can boast of a magnificent industry in chem- 
ical and heavy fields, the textile industry, agricul- 
ture, milk, cheese, chocolate, and many other things. 
. .. I believe there is one important raw material in 
Switzerland. That is the nature of the people. It is a 
hard - worked, well - disciplined, well-trained race, 
which has built up a magnificent country, a great 
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democracy though small in numbers. I believe that 
some similarities are to be found in our people, and 
therefore I believe that sooner or later we shall estab- 
lish our industry on a safe basis. Palestine offers cer- 
tain advantages. The Dead Sea is a tremendous reser- 
voir of raw material. Palestine has a good coastline; 
it is not land-locked. Of course we are today land- 
locked by the Arab boycott. Well, it will pass, as 
many other troubles to which the Jews have been 
subjected have passed. I therefore think that both in 
agriculture and industry we have a right to rely on 
methods to absorb people. But there is one thing 
which I would like to add before I leave this subject. 
The power of absorption or absorptive capacity does 
not grow on the trees in Palestine; it is not to be 
found in the streets or on the hills. It has to be de- 
veloped; it requires initiative, ingenuity, enthusiasm, 
effort, willingness to try things and even to fail and 
try again, and that can only be done if we have the 
right. It cannot be done vicariously, it cannot be done 
by somebody for us, even if the somebody were as 
enthusiastic as we would like them to be. Such 
enthusiasm was not noticeable to any great extent 
five years ago, but what I contend chiefly is that this 
development of the country, of the land, of the natu- 
ral resources, whatever they may be, and of the indus- 
trial possibilities, can be done by those for whom this 
development means a question of life and death. 

I would like in passing to say that we are some- 
times accused by our Arab friends of having got hold 
of the best land in Palestine . . . leaving only the poor 
lands and the hills to the Arabs. Well, there is 
nothing more false than that accusation. It has be- 
come the best of land, but it was marsh, and it was 
sand, and it was covered with rocks and with stones, 
and we have had to clean, to drain, to nurture, and 
to build it up. 

Along with that building up we had the building 
up of the Jew to the soil; changing him from an 
urban inhabitant into a man who is attached to the 
soil. In this process, we are regenerated. . . . I re- 
member very well when we tried to found the first 
colony that the Jewish doctors from Haifa and the 
surrounding areas came to us and said, “What do 
you mean by putting our young men into a deadly 
marsh where they will die from fever and disease?” 
Well, they did not all die; some of them did, but we 
have drained this marsh and today the incidence of 
malaria in the Valley of Esdraelon, as the American 
Commission or the Commission of the League of 
Nations would testify, is infinitesimally small. 

But, as I say, it can go on provided we have the 
right to do it, It does not mean that here is a veiled 
accusation that the Administration of Palestine did 
not encourage all our activities in the same degree as 
I would have liked. I am very far today from any 
recriminations. I am sure the Administration will 
have plenty of time to speak for itself, and I am sure 
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it can defend its own interest extremely well, but 
what I do say is that it is not the only interested party, 
or a party interested to such an extent as we are. 
To us it is not just an agricultural or industrial enter- 
prise. To us it is a question of life and death. Only we 
could ever have achieved this progress at the heavy 
cost of material and moval effort. I remember in 
1929 there was the usual thing, there was an out- 
break in Palestine. Immigration was stopped, and 
I went to the then Colonial Secretary who was Mr. 
Webb, later Lord Passfield, and I tried to talk to him 
and he listened to me pitifully, and looked pitifully 
at me, saying, “Here is a fellow who is on the wrong 
road; he thinks in terms of day-dreaming,” and he 
said at the end of my talk, “Dr. Weizmann, there is 
no room to swing a cat in Palestine. It is full. It is 
taken. Nobody can enter. What is the good of asking 
me for immigration certificates?” That was in 1929. 
I wish you would count not only the number of cats 
that have been swung here since that time, but the 
number of immigrants coming, the number of vil- 
lages which have been created, the number of indus- 
tries which have been created, whether the country 
has been impoverished or just the opposite. . . . 


The Jewish Commonwealth 


Now I am coming to this point and I hope to 
finish soon. I am sorry to detain you for so long, 
but it is a complex subject, as you may have gathered 
since you have been appointed to this difficult task. 
I have been at the head of the movement in its 
present form practically since its inception. It was my 
privilege to negotiate the Balfour Declaration. I was 
elected to the Presidency of the Zionist Organization 
and the Jewish Agency when it was established . . . 
and except for an interruption of four years I have 
tried since then to conduct their affairs, and I would 
like to say that I have witnessed the gradual whittling 
down of the Mandate and of the obligation under the 
Balfour Declaration. I was always an adherent, an 
ardent adherent, of gradualness in our policy. I 
feared too quick an attempt, and I found myself 
very often at variance with my own colleagues. In 
fact I mentioned to you that with the exception of 
four years I was continuously in office. For these 
four years I was turned out of office because I found 
myself in disagreement on the tempo, and on the 
desire of my friends—a very legitimate desire which 
I could understand—the desire of my friends to de- 
fine the end of our Zionist policy. “Where are we 
going to fix our final aims?” I was against it, perhaps 
I was so imbued already with the British mentality 
which does not cross bridges until it has reached 
them. I had to oppose this sort of idea to fix the final 
aim of the Movement, the final aim, of course, being 
the Jewish State. I maintained the thesis that as long 
as we can colonize, sometimes slowly, sometimes 
more quickly, as long as we can bring Jews into 
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Palestine, then the National Home will automati- 
cally develop into a Jewish State. It is no use press- 
ing this subject beyond certain limits. But since 1939 
the position has changed. First of all, as I said, I 
witnessed the gradual whittling down of our rights 
in Palestine; and this whittling down culminated in 
the White Paper which really, with the exception 
of 75,000 immigrants, put a stop to the National 
Home. In fact the British Government tried in an 
inverted way in the White Paper what I, against the 
will of my colleagues and friends, tried to prevent. 
I always preached to them, “Do not formulate future 
aims; let time take care of itself.” The British Gov- 
ernment, in the White Paper of 1939, laid down 
once and for all that the Jews in future, until the 
end of days, are to remain a minority of one-third, or 
whatever it may be, in Palestine. They did what in 
my opinion, and as I said to my friends, British people 
would never do; they do not like to give too many 
hostages to the future. They are empiricists, and they 
like to see how a thing works out. I, apparently, was 
more Papist than the Pope. This was one of the rea- 
sons, this gradual whittling down, which culminated 
in the White Paper, which placed urgent problems 
of survival before us; not merely of salvaging but 
of survival. My brain reels when I think of six mil- 
lion people being killed off in a comparatively short 
time; and if nothing is done, of what can humanly 
be done, to prevent a repetition of such a tragedy, 
then I fear for the survival of the Jews. We are 
an ancient race, we have survived thousands of years, 
we have made a substantial contribution to the 
treasury of human thought and human civilization. 
These people have a right to survive in normal con- 
ditions. They are as good as anybody else or as bad 
as anybody else. This prompted me—I think on the 
side of the conduct of our affairs—to say that the 
Jewish State is the only guarantee of survival. It is 
not an absolute guarantee, such things do not exist 
in the world, and that is why in 1942, during the 
war, I published an article in Foreign Affairs in 
America, advocating a Jewish State. There were 
other reasons, but perhaps I will leave them for the 
time being. I may have an opportunity in the course 
of cross-examination of supplementing what I have 
said. I will perhaps come back to it again, but at 
present these two reasons are enough. I feel we have 
a right to say that, because I believe the position of 
the Jews as a minority in a predominantly Arab 
Palestine would be a parlous one. Again I do not 
want to labor this point too much, I do not want to 
be offensive to the Arabs, but the experience of 
minorities in Arab countries has not been a glorious 
one, and I fear that the statements of some of the 
Arab leaders which have only recently been given 
to the country are not particularly happy. For in- 
stance, one said, “There are already too many Jews 
in Palestine.” Another said, “Why don’t the Pales- 
tinian Jews join their brethren in Europe?” I do not 
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know whether they meant they should join them in 
the cemeteries or in the concentration camps, I do 
not know what they meant, but they certainly did 
not make a particularly inviting statement. 

What, then, do we ask today from you gentle- 
men, and from the Governments which you repre- 
sent? We ask, first of all, for the abolition of the 
White Paper. We think it is an intolerable document 
which has no basis in equity or in law. It is a unt- 
lateral performance of a Government in England, 
the Chamberlain Government, at the time when its 
leader was going to Munich. It is an attempt to 
appease on the model of the Hitler appeasement. 
Neither did we agree, we did not give our consent, 
nor did the League of Nations agree to it. In fact 
the White Paper has met with considerable opposi- 
tion, as we know, in the British Parliament, and 
one of the most distinguished opponents was Mr. 
Winston Churchill. He asked for the abolition of 
this paper and the restitution of our rights under the 
Mandate, the rights of immigration in conformity 
with the absorptive capacity and rights of acquisi- 
tion of land. I shall not go into this difficulty which 
has been caused to us, in only being allowed to 
acquire land in something like 5 percent of Pales- 
tine. It is a unique fact in the annals of the British 
Empire. It is the only country in the world under 
the British flag where we, as Jews, are confined 
more or less to a ghetto; we are not allowed free 
movement and free settlement on the land. After all 
we have done in the country, after all the commit- 
ments which have been made to us by all the civilized 
nations of the world, it seems an impossible thing, 
even in these times when there are a great many 
commitments. We shall need an administration 
which is in sympathy with the aim of an eventual 
establishment of the Jewish State, and everything 
done in the transition period—whether by way of 
immigration, or by way of acquisition of land, or by 
way of development on the country, the hydro-elec- 
tric development, the irrigation development— 
should be canalized towards the aim of eventually 
becoming a Jewish State. 

Now I know that I have touched at present on 
the most difficult problem, in saying that all we 
shall do in the transition period is merely a means 
to an end, the end being the Jewish State. I know 
that at the beginning of this great experiment, with 
which I had a considerable amount to do, we were 
told by those who initiated this experiment, by those 
who prompted it, “Well, we will call it a National 
Home. It is a somewhat vague term, but if you Jews 
use the opportunity which is offered to you it will 
eventually become a Jewish State.” That was said to 
me repeatedly, that was repeated only recently by 
great British statesmen. Why, on one occasion during 
the war, I saw the Prime Minister, then Mr. 
Churchill, and he said, “As soon as the German war 
is over, I will put my hand to it. Go. Go in peace to © 
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Palestine. See what is happening. There is nothing 
which Mr. Roosevelt and myself would not do.” I 
came to this country in a very terrible time, it was 
after the assassination of Lord Moyne, which I de- 
plore, which I resent, and from which I would like 
to dissociate myself and my colleagues. I hate politi- 
cal violence. I am uncompromisingly against it. It 
can only do us harm; it can never do us any good, 
and whatever is in my power to stop it—I do not 
know what I can do—should be done and will be 
done. But the German war is finished, the Japanese 
war is finished, but Mr. Roosevelt died before his 
time and Mr. Churchill went out of office; a new 
Government came ih, a Government which is com- 
mitted up to the neck in most generous promises to 
the Jews, to the Zionists; promises made on their 
Own initiative, certainly not inspired by us. In fact, 
once or twice when I got to know about the sort.of 
resolution which the Labour Conference was intend- 
ing—of which I am not a member, I do not belong 
to the Labour Party— which the Labour Conference 
was intending to pass, I had to go down on my 
knees and ask them to modify and moderate it, and 
in spite of all that, all of these promises, not by just 
anybody but by responsible British leaders and states- 
men, and American leaders and statesmen, the White 
Paper stands, We are still illegal immigrants in com- 
ing here, and we are hunted out if we come, and we 
have no free movement in this country. 

Now, whatever I am going to say in the next two 
sentences I beg of you, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, 
do not take it as if I condoned the things which are 
happening here. I resent them. I hate them. I will 
fight them, and if I have the slightest possibility, 
whatever influence I still carry in this country will 
be in favor of stopping them, but I cannot help under- 
standing the reasons why these young men are 
driven to despair. They have lost faith in humanity 
in the war. Why, if I talk to a young man he asks 
me, “Why is not my father allowed to come? Why 
has he not been allowed during the war? If he had, 
perhaps he would be alive today.” I have no answer, 
and we stand before them as people who have failed 
them in the sacred task which they have entrusted 
to our hands, and our influence is therefore very, 
very small. 

I recognize quite fully that what I ask for will 
meet with considerable opposition on the part of the 
Arabs, and I know there may be Arabs present, 
opponents or friends or whatever they are; I think 
probably opponents, but there is no counsel of per- 
fection in this world, and there is no absolute justice 
in this world. What you are trying to perform, and 
what we are all trying in our small way to do is 
just rough human justice, and I think the decision 
which I would like this Committee to take, if I dare 
to say this, would be to move on the line of the least 
injustice, and injustice there is going to be, and if you 
weigh up on the one hand how the Arabs have 
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emerged out of this war—I do not begrudge it them 
—they have emerged with so many kingdoms, at any 
rate two kingdoms, four republics; they will have 
six seats in UNO, one seat in the Security Council. 
To speak quite frankly, which may be forgiven, and 
at my age it may be permitted to be frank, I do not 
know if it is commensurate with what the Arabs 
did during this war. What is the number of their 
casualties? Have they suffered so much? If you com- 
pare it with our sufferings, with our casualties, with 
our contribution, I say there may be some slight 
injustice politically if Palestine is made a Jewish 
State, but individually the Arabs will not suffer. They 
have not suffered hitherto. On the contrary, economi- 
cally, culturally, religiously, the Arabs will not be 
affected, not because we are so good—perhaps some- 
thing may be said for the character of the Jew who 
has gone through hell for thousands of years, and it 
would stultify his own history if when he gets his 
slight chance he starts persecuting the Arabs. We 
know what it is to be a minority, we know it only too 
well. But there is something quite different. The 
Arabs have a perfect guarantee that, whatever Pales- 
tine may be, it will only be an island in an Arab sea, 
and the Arabs will not need to appeal or to have 
separate guarantees inserted in the Treaties; the mere 
weight of their existence in organized States would 
prevent any Jew from doing them injustice even if 
he wanted to, and I am sure he does not want to. 
The position of the Arabs as a people is secure. Their 
national sentiments can find full expression, in 
Damascus, and in Cairo, and in Baghdad, and in all 
the great countries which will, I hope, some day 
build up an Arab civilization which will equal the 
ancient glories of these people. Palestine is to the 
Jews what Baghdad, Cairo, and Damascus all rolled 
together are to the Arabs, and I think the line of least 
injustice demands that we should give Jews their 
chance, which, when carried out, will, I am sure, 
eventually lead to an understanding and to harmony 
between these two races, which are, after all, akin. 

I am trying to curtail what I have to say. I would 
like to remind you... . 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: I am sure, Dr. 
Weizmann, we would not like you to curtail it at all, 
on our part. 

A. I think I had better do so. I would rather like 
you to have the opportunity of asking questions. I 
am sorry I have to be slow. ... 

Q. No, we realize you know more about this sub- 
ject than anyone else probably, and we are most 
anxious to hear all you have to say, and that you 
should not be hurried. 

A. Thank you very much. It is very kind of you, 
but I do not think I shall abuse your kind permission. 
I would like to conclude by quoting my own state- 
ment before the Royal Commission. I said in 1937, 
“Today, if you look at the picture in Central Europe, 
there are six million Jews penned up in a compara- 
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tively limited space. The space is limited for one 
particular reason, although it may be geographically 
covering quite a number of square kilometres, but 
mostly these people are concentrated in towns, so 
actually the space they occupy is very small. Six 
million people penned up in a small space under very 
difficult conditions, and the countries in relation to 
them can be divided into two groups: countries 
which would not like to have them, and countries 
which would not like to admit them.” That was the 
position as I pictured it in 1937. At the Nuremberg 
trials it was established beyond a shadow of doubt 
that six million Jews were destroyed, and I would 
like to dwell for a minute or two not only on the 
meaning to us of this loss of blood—a people num- 
bering 17 millions, we have lost more than a third— 
but also I would like to call your attention to the loss 
to humanity. We stand today not only impoverished 
in physical strength, but we are impoverished in 
intellectual strength. Our intellectual strength derives 
from two causes: one, an unbroken tradition of thou- 
sands of years, a tradition of learning, of study. I am 
not going to enumerate the number of great men 
who although they were devoted to religious learn- 
ing have left a great impress on the philosophy and 
on the religion of the Gentiles. But this great intel- 
lectual tradition produced a number of people who 
eventually found themselves in the Universities of 
Oxford or Cambridge, or Berlin or Paris, or the Sor- 
bonne, or any other of the countries of Western 
civilization, and this great tradition of learning pro- 
duced men like Ehrlich, Einstein, Bergson, Freud, 
and so on, a great galaxy of men. Now the cradle 
out of which these men came has been destroyed. 
We hope to rebuild it to some degree here in this 
country, we hope that some of it will be rebuilt in 
America, but it will take years, and the loss to 
humanity is almost incalculable. After all, every edu- 
cated man knows the influence which only these 
three men—Einstein, Freud, and Bergson—have had. 
When I read the first semi-official account of the 
American Government on “Nuclear Physics”’—I do 
not want to call it by the name “atomic bomb”, I 
hope that will soon be forgotten—it starts with Ein- 
stein’s prophecy of forty years ago, when he prophe- 
sied the utilization of atomic energy for peaceful 
purposes—I need not go into the merits of the others 
—I do not know how many Einsteins, how many 
Freuds, have been destroyed in the furnaces in Aus- 
chwitz; there is one thing I know, if we can prevent 
it it will never happen again. That is what the Jewish 
people have set out to do, and if you help us, the 
blessing of God will be on you and on your Govern- 
ments. ... 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: Dr. Weizmann, 
there are just a few questions on one particular sub- 
ject I desire to put to you. I hope I shall not trouble 
you with any. The most desirable thing of all, I take 
it you would agree, is peace between the Jews and 








and the Arabs, an understanding; is that right? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. I gathered from what you said this morning 
that you had only comparatively recently declared 
yourself as in favor of a Jewish State or Common- 
wealth; is that so? 

A. Yes, emphasizing it more than I did or the 
Movement did in previous years. 

Q. It is upon that side of the case or that aspect 
of the case that I wish to address a few questions to 
you, and I do it from this point of view. There are 
two main problems for consideration. The first per- 
haps, what is to become of the persecuted Jews in 
Europe, and the second, what is to be the future of 
Palestine. Do you appreciate—I am sure you must— 
that the raising of the question of a Jewish State 
vis-a-vis the Arab may make the dealing with the 
persecuted Jews in Europe the more difficult today? 

A. Well, sir, it may, I do not know. I would put 
the answer in a negative way. I do not think it makes 
all the difference which you attach to it, sir. With 
all respect, I say that experience has shown that in 
previous years, long before the question of the Jewish 
State was underlined and underscored as much as 
is being done now, the Arabs opposed our work 
almost with the same vehemence and with the same 
violence. There was only one moment, one short 
period, when I really hoped and believed that we 
could come to an understanding. 

Q. When was that? 

A. That was in the early stages during the life 
of King Feisal. As you perhaps know, I had an agree- 
ment between Emir Feisal, subsequently King of 
Iraq, and myself, myself as representing the organiza- 
tion. That agreement accepted a full Zionist program 
for Palestine. 

Q. I hope I understood you this morning correctly 
in that which I thought you said, that you were 
still hopeful? 

A. I am. 

Q. What struck me about the memorandum pre- 
pared by the Jewish Agency was a sentence towards 
the end of it. I will read it; it is quite short: 

“The Jewish Agency has worked out plans 

for the absorption over a relatively short 

period of years of the first one million 

Jews. Once a Jewish majority has been 

created the Jewish State will have been 

effectively established.” 
So that the idea of the Jewish Agency is to establish 
a Jewish State by putting a large number of Jews 
in in a short space of time. What I sought to convey 
to you was, that if that is the idea it must cause more 
feeling on the part of the Arabs if one put in some 
from Europe now; you see what I mean? 

A. I see what you mean, sir, certainly. I dare- 
say it may. I daresay it may. I would like the next 
witness to deal with it; he is more entitled to do so, 
but you are not asking me the economic side, you 
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are asking me about the moral and political side. 

Q. About the general principle; that is all I pro- 
pose to ask you upon. 

A. But let me answer that as briefly as I can. Of 
course, you cannot make an omelette without break- 
ing some eggs, and the bringing over of a million 
Jews, I do not know what is meant by a short time, 
it may be ten years, it may be fifteen years, it may be 
less, it may be more; it depends upon so many factors 
which none of us can determine today, but the fact 
is that those Jews will have to come to Palestine 
sooner or later, unless you definitely forbid it, and I 
believe sooner or later the Arabs will convince them- 
selves that what they lose in impaired political inde- 
pendence in Palestine will be largely compensated by 
what they might gain in other respects. I do not 
know, I am sure it does not appeal in the slightest 
degree to my Arab friends now. I am sure they will 
be uncompromisingly opposed to it. 

Q. I imagine so from what we have heard already. 


A. I have heard their statements, but after all, 
gentlemen, it is for you to say to the Arabs—I am 
repeating this because I told it to the late Mr. Roose- 
velt and to Mr. Churchill, I said to them, the one 
little speech which should have been made to the 
Arabs has never been made. What the United 
Nations can say to the Arabs is this—gentlemen, 
whatever you have got out of this war, you owe to 
our arms and to our sacrifices; whatever you have 
got out of this war, you equally owe to us. It would 
have been otherwise if Hitler had won the war. I 
am not saying the Jewish contribution in this war 
has been anything in comparison with yours, it would 
be immodest on my part if I underscored it too much, 
though we have done something. Whatever the 
Arabs have got, and again I do not begrudge it to 
them, may God bless their work, they owe to the 
efforts of the Allied and Associated Powers in the 
first war and to the Allies in the second. Surely to 
goodness, if the Allied Powers found it just to give 
what Mr. Balfour called this “little notch” for the 
Jews to live there as a nation, they have a right to 
expect the Arabs to accept it. This has not been done; 
if it had been done at the beginning I think we all, 
including the Arabs, would have been saved a great 
deal of trouble. I do not know whether more or less 
trouble will ensue trom a firm and definite policy, 
but so far this experiment of the firm and definite 
policy has never been made. It was apology, vacil- 
lation 

Q. I do not propose to discuss with you the part 
played by anyone in either war. I merely wanted to 
get your views on the question of the Jewish State. 
In 1917, before the Balfour Declaration, there was 
some question as to whether there should be a Jewish 
State, protectorate or a national home, I gather— 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I read only lately in a book published not very 
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long ago of what took place in October, if I could 
read you a short passage: 


“By October 1917 when Allenby’s army 
was standing before Jerusalem the Cabinet 
_ was ready to reach its decision. In place 
of making Palestine a Jewish State the 
idea was taking shape of establishing a 
Jewish national home in Palestine. A pro- 
nouncement in that sense was drafted, I 
believe, by the hand of Lord Milner and 
was sent to several leading members of 
the Jewish community for an expression 
of their views, but opinions were divided.” 


I need not read how they were divided, but I find 
this follows at the end of the paragraph: 
“In addition the two spokesmen of the 
Zionists, Dr. Weizmann and Mr. Sokolov 
accepted the proposal with profound pleas- 
ure and satisfaction. They did not raise the 
question of a Jewish State.” 
The national home was accepted, do you follow? 


A. That is right. 

Q. And the Jewish State not raised at that time 
by the spokesmen of the Zionists. 

A. Do you want me to answer that in one sen- 
tence? 

Q. Please do. 

A. What we did do, if I may say so, I think it was 
quite wise to accept the thing as it was there offered, 
and hope that if we made full use of the oppor- 
tunity, the natural evolution of the national home, 
as it then was in the minds of the statesmen, would 
be a Jewish State. 

Q. I observe in another book which I daresay 
you are familiar with, Sir Ronald Storrs’ book, a 
reference to the visit of the Zionist Commission to 
Jerusalem in 1918. 


A. I remember that quite well. 
Q. And the author says: 
“Dr. Weizmann then produced an elo- 
quent exposition of the Zionist creed. The 
Jews had never renounced their rights to 
Palestine. They were brother Semites, not 
so much coming as returning to the coun- 
try. There was room for both to work side 
by side. Let his hearers beware the treach- 
erous insinuations that Zionists were 
seeking political power. Rather let both 
progress together until they were ready for 
a joint autonomy. Zionists were follow- 
ing with the deepest sympathy the strug- 
gles of Arabs and Armenians for that 
freedom which all three could mutually 
assist each other to regain.” 
He concluded: 

“The hand of God now lies heavy on the 
peoples of Europe. Let us unite in prayer 
that it may lighten.” 
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Does that adequately represent what you said? 
A. It is absolutely correct: I said it. 
Q. I felt sure you would agree. 
A. And I still adhere to it. 
Q. “Let his hearers beware the treacherous in- 
sinuations that Zionists were seeking political power.” 
A. Yes. 
Q. A change has come, that is right, is it not? 
A. Sir, I do not know whether what we are seek- 
ing means political power in the sense, say, of what 
the Nazis meant as political power, a great imperial 
power. I am not interested in the trappings of a 
State. I am interested in the absolute possibility to 
develop the country to its utmost, and if I may say 
so, I believe for the benefit of both races, and this 
development can only take place if we have what 
we call State powers. May I say one last thing on 
this question of political power, which I am afraid 
is being bandied about. The Socialist Government in 
England cannot be suspected of desiring political 
power for the sake of political power. They want 
to organize the country of England to the best of 
their light for the benefit, the maximum benefit of 
the maximum number of people, and they came 
to the conclusion they could only do it if they con- 
trol the political machine, otherwise they are power- 
less to do it. This is not a desire for political power 
in order to oppress somebody else; on the contrary. 
This, I venture to submit, is our case. 
Q. I have read the chapter in the Jewish Agency’s 
memorandum, chapter 9, which is headed “The Jew- 
ish Commonwealth,” and if that is not a claim for 
political power, I am bound to say I do not know 
what it is. I will read one passage, I will not read 
more unless you wish me to: 
“In 1922 Mr. Winston Churchill who was 
then Secretary of State for the Colonies 
issued a memorandum to this effect.” 

You will remember it, I am sure, if I read you an 

extract: 
“Unauthorized statements have been made 
to the effect that the purpose in view is to 
create a wholly Jewish Palestine. The 
phrase is often used such as that Palestine 
is to become as Jewish as England is Eng- 
lish.” 

That was the phrase used by you? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The memorandum continues: 

“His Majesty's Government regard any 
such expectation as impracticable and have 
no such aim in view, nor have they at any 
time contemplated the disappearance or 
subordination of the Arabic population, 
language, or culture in Palestine. They 
would draw attention to the fact that the 
terms of the declaration referred to, 7. e. 
the Balfour Declaration, did not contem- 
‘ plate that Palestine as a whole should be 
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converted into a Jewish national home, but 
that such a home should be founded in 
Palestine.” 
And according to my information, Dr. Weizmann, 
you answered that by a letter forwarding a resolution 
to this effect: 
“The Executive of the Zionist Organiza- 
tion, having taken note of the statement 
relative to British policy in Palestine, as- 
sure His Majesty's Government that the 
activities of the Zionist Organization will 
be conducted in conformity with the policy 
therein set forth.” 
Do you remember that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That is 1922? 

A. That is right. 

Q. The document now setting forth the case of 
the Jewish Agency seems to me, if I may say so, to 
have gone a long way from that. Do I understand 
you to say, it is largely because of the 1939 White 
Paper that you have gone forward? 

A. Sir, I have given the reasons. The White 
Paper is one of the reasons. The Jewish tragedy is 
another. The desire to have security of survival is 
a third reason. There may be others. I do not wish 
to dwell on it, but Mr. Churchill himself has told 
the Royal Commission that the 1922 White Paper, 
whatever the expression may mean, I know the ex- 
pression very well and I remember it and I certainly 
would not dream of fighting it, the 1922 White 
Paper did not preclude a Jewish State. He said that 
in his own evidence before the Royal Commission, 
and we felt, again, as long as we could under this 
paper bring in Jews and colonize the land in Pales- 
tine, the Jewish State may emerge in the future. 

Q. I know you realize that I do not wish to ask a 
question which would add to the feelings on either 
side. 

A. I am sure. 

Q. Of either side? 

A. I am sure of that. 

Q. But what I think it my duty to point out to you 
is this. When you take the pre-Balfour Declaration 
stage as it was in the form which I read to you, and 
the 1918 stage and the 1922 stage, and now the 
heads of the Jewish Agency reaching a stage of 
asking for a Jewish State, you may well cause others 
to oppose even more than they had done before. 
When I say “others” I mean the Arab nation, the 
Arab peoples. You appreciate that? 

A. I appreciate that. I can only repeat what I 
said before, they opposed us when 5,000 Jews came 
into Palestine, they opposed us when 50,000 Jews 
came into Palestine, and they opposed us when there 
was only talk of a national home, whatever it may 
have meant at that time, and they unfortunately 
oppose us now, and still, sit, you may think me 
foolish, I do not give up hope provided we have a 
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period of some definite policy with no retreat from it. 

Q. I should not like you to think that I think 
you are foolish in one sense, at least. 

A. It is a figure of speech. 

Q. But I should like you to know I am happy, at 
least, in the thought that you still have hope of peace- 
ful relations. 

A. Thank you very much for your kind senti- 
ments. I have still not given up hope. 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: I do not wish to 
ask you any further; thank you very much. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: I hesitate to ask you any 
questions because my experience of a court trial as 
an appellate for many years has been that I have not 
got much success out of asking advocates questions 
with the idea of adducting answers they did not wish 
to give, and with the greatest deference to you as 
one of the most eloquent, and at the same time if you 
could be objective, apparently objective advocates, 
I have the same feeling of timidity when I ask you 
questions. My questions from the Bench have never 
been for the purpose of maintaining one side against 
the other. The questions I would put to you are not 
put in that way. I realize it is difficult in a situation 
like this to focus as between you and me the mat- 
ters of difference, lying as they do in opinion, which 
I am trying to bring out. I will confine my questions 
only to one or two, not at all indicating that I do not 
appreciate the great importance of your testimony 
but in deference to the view I have arrived at after 
many years of contrary evidence that a Socratic col- 
loquy between the hearer and the witness does not 
do much good. If we had lawyers here cross-examin- 
ing and working the thing up and down, we might 
do better. I am only going to put two questions to 
you in sum, though there may be more than two in 
detail. As I understand your document, and I would 
like my questions to be directed to the correct under- 
standing of it, you put forward the Jewish State as 
supported on two great grounds; one, that thereby 
and only thereby could you accomplish the purpose 
of the authors of the Jewish Home to admit, intro- 
duce, and bring about full immigration into Palestine 
which is one of your great grounds? 

A. Quite. 

Q. On that ground I do not wish to question you. 
The other of your great grounds as I understand you, 
was that in some way, if you could establish a Jewish 
State in little Palestine or a little Jewish State in Pal- 
estine, whichever way you look at it from the stand- 
point of numbers, you will thereby bring about some 
sort of strange metamorphosis in the peoples in the 
world by which anti-Semitism will vanish and all 
will live in peace. On that latter part of your argu- 
ment I should like to ask you just how the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish State in Palestine would 
benefit the lot of the citizens of the Jewish faith in 
my country, to take away such anti-Semitism as 
exists and build up an entirely different feeling so 
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that they could do what I thought they were already 
doing, but which you say they are not doing, from the 
point of view of security, live safely and securely in 
my land. I say my land not because it belong to me. I 
am just one of millions. 

A. Sir, you do not want me to deal with the first 
question? 

Q. No, sir. There are a lot of matters in that 
which I do not wish to discuss with you, and per- 
haps they are not particularly relevant to our decision. 
Perhaps we ought not to make a decision based on 
your second ground, but since you put it forward I 
should like it a little better developed. 

A. It is rather a question which cannot be 
answered yes or no. 

Q. I understand. That will be my only question. 
Take your time on it. 

A. I know Judges rightly become impatient if 
the witness makes a speech instead of giving an an- 
swer yes or no. I think the size of it, whether it is 
going to be a big State or a small State has nothing 
to do with my line of argument. There were little 
States which played a predominant part in the world 
—Athens, Judaea were very tiny States and they left 
an impress on the world which is still there. What 
matters is that the State should be a good State, 
that it should be a civilized State, that it should 
make a real contribution to the civilization of the 
world. I do not want for one moment to say 
something which might be construed as detrimental 
either to the life of the Jews in America, where I 
fully share the belief that they live in happiness and 
security, and I pray they may continue to do so, or 
cast any reflection on the American Republic. Far 
be it from me. We all owe a great deal to Gentile 
America and to Jewish America, but what I do think 
is this. I often run up against this argument in my 
life, and I have had a very chequered career. My usual 
beat used to be, now it is a little less, Jerusalem to San 
Francisco, and I used to meet every condition of Jew 
and Gentile. They talk freely to me and I talk freely 
to them, and what I feel is this, that the lack of a 
place where the Jews can say, “Well, here we are, 
we stand and fall by what we do here; that we, as 
I pointed out in my chief statement, we built up 
everything from the bottom upwards, and that is why 
it is ours; it is not ours by contract, it is ours by per- 
formance, it is ours in Goethe’s words, no doubt 
familiar to you, “What you have inherited from your 
parents acquire it in order to possess it.” The acquisi- 
tion can come about by performance, the perform- 
ance of the basic things we require for the life of 
society. They never had an opportunity of doing it 
except in Palestine, and that is why we are very 
often suspected so malevolently in America: they 
say, “they are not a majority”; they say, “it is all 
very well, you Jews came in at the first floor when 
the basement, the cellar, and everything was there 
and you have made yourselves comfortable; it is all 
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very well,” and this constitutes a silent reproach 
which some sensitive Jews, and I count myself among 
them, feel very deeply. If the Jew could point to 
Palestine, the American Jew who is a good loyal 
American citizen, who owes no loyalty, no political 
loyalty whatsoever to Palestine, if this American 
Jew could point and say, “Look here, when I had 
an opportunity to associate myself with the basic per- 
formance I did it and did it quite well; look at our 
agriculture, look at our industries, look at our rail- 
ways, look at our houses; if I did not do it in America, 
it is not my fault or America’s fault, it is a historical] 
development,” then I think he has a satisfactory 
answer, and this explains to some extent why the 
American Jews who are entirely loyal (there is noth- 
ing which an American Jew would not do for his 
country, and rightly so; it is easy to be a good citizen 
in America but we expect the Jews to be good citizens 
in Poland which is much more difficult. We who are 
building up citizenship here know what citizenship 
means) and therefore I believe it would give him 
more poise, more dignity, more stability, more than 
a physical stability, a mental stability, if he could 
point and say, “Here is something which we have 
done and it is a credit to us” and therefore the re- 
proach that we only go into the pores of an organism 
when the organism is already created, would be elim- 
inated. I can quite understand that you do not feel it, 
because you belong to a normal group. You have not 
come into the pores of Texas probably, I do not 
know, I hope not, but to us it is a real problem. We 
are subjected to this reproach daily, every minute, 
and that is why we attach such an eminent and 
prominent value to it. 

Q. I do not believe you understood my question. 
The answer was an excellent answer to why the Jew 
feels that he should have a State like Palestine where 
he might develop according to his genius and his 
ability, but that was not my question. You have three 
grounds for coming here. I dealt with the first, about 
the right to immigrate; the second, you have just 
been talking about, to have a place where you can 
demonstrate your ability to build from the ground 
-up. Then the question I am addressing to you was 
probably a third sub-division, why do you think this 
creature, myself, who belongs you say in the land 
and you do not, but in some sort of strange way has 
acquired a stranglehold on the land, all us Gentiles, 
why do you say establishing of a national home in 
Palestine, a Jewish State in Palestine, will make 
all of us who have been so cruel and hard to you 
through the ages, why will that have the effect of 
making this anti-Semitism disappear among these 
strange people with which you have had to associate 
for so many thousands of years, why would that have 
any effect on anti-Semitism at all, and I would aimost 
say why would it not have a tendency to increase it? 

A. I understand the question. I do not think you 
can ever eradicate anti-Semitism of the type of Hitler 
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who is a biological case. He wanted the Jews ex- 
terminated and he did it, he did it very well, he 
kept his promise. He was allowed to do it, but speak- 
ing not of beasts in human shape, but speaking of 
normal American citizens, I do not charge them with 
particular cruelty. I do not think you could have got 
that out of my speech. I have the highest possible 
regard for the relations which may exist between 
American Gentiles and Jews. 

Q. May I say I only meant psychological cruelty, 
or making you seem strange? 

A. I did, if I may say so, I did point out that we 
appear in the eyes of the best Gentiles who are not 
tainted with any particular anti-Semitic taint, we 
appear to them as a peculiar people, as a people who 
are suspended between heaven and earth, who have 
to some extent all the peculiarities of a race, and 
at the same time lack a great deal, lack physical 
signs, and this produces problems. The Jew has to 
explain himself and every person who has to explain 
himself is condemned before he is judged. In normal 
times you do not need to have a passport; in trouble- 
some times you not only need a passport but you 
must have a visa, a double visa on your passport. 
You cannot move freely. That is the position of the 
Jew. As soon as things become troublesome they 
begin to ask, “What are these people here?” As soon 
as the economic situation in a country deteriorates 
we are suspected because we are somehow considered 
as intruders; we are somehow considered to take 
everything from a country and give almost nothing 
in return. 

Q. Assuming all that, if you will try to get to my 
question, assuming these conditions, why will the 
establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine change 
any of these conditions for an American citizen? 

A. Very much so, because you can point to a 
country where the Jews live a normal life; they are 
not ghosts, they are skin and bones and muscles 
which they have used, and the giving of their con- 
tribution to the common stock is obvious and it is 
not obvious now. Sir, every nation keeps a ledger—I 
am speaking symbolically, and there is a credit and a 
debit side of this ledger and it is written by God’s 
hand or the hand of history what it is. We have no 
ledger. Our ledger is always kept by somebody else. 
I must remind you of Einstein’s saying. He said, “If 
my theory proves to be correct, then the Germans 
will say, A great German scientist has produced an 
epoch-making theory. If it proves to be wrong, they 
will say, This damned Jew Einstein has done this 
and discredited Germany,” because it is the German 
who decides. As Goering used to say, “I decide who 
is a Jew and who is not.” The majority decides what 
is the Jewish contribution, because we have no place 
where we can show what we do. We shall cease to 
be a ghost; we shall be a normal people like every- 
body else, and then our American friends, the Gen- 
tiles, will understand. In America the Jews occupy 
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this position, quite an honorable position, but in 
Palestine it is somewhat different there. They have 
created conditions which make it a pattern the Jew 
can show to the world that he can be as productive 
and as constructive a citizen as everybody else. . . . 

DR. AYDELOTTE: Dr. Weizmann, I was very 
much interested to hear you say that you had hopes 
of increasing cooperation and friendliness between 
the Jewish groups in Palestine and the Arab groups. 
I would like to ask you what practical steps have 
been taken so far by the Jewish group in that direc- 
tion. For example, are all the Jewish children taught 
to speak Arabic? Is Arabic the second language in 
your schools? Or is it the third language? Do you 
invite Arabic participation in the various cultural 
activities which have been such a success, we under- 
stand, in the Jewish group? 

A. Well, sir, I would like to say that my col- 
league, Mr. Shepherd, who sits to my right, has 
made a special effort to give an account of what 
has been done and what is being done. I would like 
to say in 4 general way that Arabic is, I think, the 
third language in our schools: Hebrew, English, and 
Arabic. Our cultural institutions are always open 
to the Arabs, our libraries, our centers of learning 
and research are open to the Arabs who wish to come. 
In fact, you know I stand at the head of an institute, 
the Daniel Sieff Institute, not far from here, which 
is doing what I think is not unimportant research. 
As soon as this place was opened, I addressed myself 
to General Wauchope, who was then High Commis- 
sioner, whether he could send me two Arab workers. 
I wanted two out of the twelve to be Arabs, and we 
were prepared to teach them. Well, he sent me one 
who spent a year with us, and I think he was happy 
and he learned quite a fair amount. I think he is now 
being employed by the Government. 

Q. You say it was a happy experience for you and 
for him? 

A. It was indeed. I wish I could have more of 
them. It doesn’t depend upon us very often. I would 
like to say, you probably have repeatedly heard of 
the actual relations between Jews and Arabs in the 
villages, on the fields, in ordinary daily life which 
are good, and we tried to bring about good relations. 

We have—I don’t want to give it too pretentious 
a name—but we have what you call in America 
public relations officers. I mean boys or girls who 
speak Arabic, who know the Arab mode of living, 
and we have quite a number of them now who go 
about and tatk to these people and try to explain to 
them whatever is necessary. Of course, we have got 
to make up a good deal of leeway and I appreciate 
that we might have done more, but we might have 
done less. The difficulty is—and I am saying it quite 
sincerely here in front of you all—that there are 
Arab forces, that are perhaps not interested either 
in Jews, or Arabs, or the English, who stand between 
us and occasionally fish in troubled waters. There 
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was a great deal of it before the war. We had Fascists 
and we had Nazis who operated and undermined the 
Arab and alienated a good deal. 

You know that we have a certain amount of trade 
union cooperation between Jews and Arabs, which is 
a very important step. It all goes too slow for my 
liking, but it is nevertheless a step, at least, in the 
right direction. If the nightmare of political dis- 
ability under which we are laboring would be lifted 
from our heads, and I am not saying it is an addi- 
tional argument—there are other much more im- 
portant arguments—I think we would devote still 
more time to it. 

In London in St. James Palace I had a good deal 
of talk with the very Arabs who were instrumental 
in supporting the White Paper and with the Egyp- 
tians represented. I went very quickly after that to 
Palestine. I stopped off in Egypt and had a good 
deal of conversation with them, which seemed to me 
rather promising. The war, of course, has stood in the 
way. I think in summary we could say, we are trying. 
I personally have stretched out my hand very, very 
often. It wasn’t always taken. 

Q. Can half of the Jewish young people speak 
Arabic? 

A. I can’t say what proportion, but quite a good 
proportion, and it is on the increase. 

Q. Have you considered repeating your courses 
in the Hebrew University in Arabic? 

A. That is curious you should ask me, sir. I know 
you are interested in academic problems, and it is 
quite natural, coming from you, but if there would 
be a demand for it, I think we probably would. To 
use the vulgarism, there was no market for it. We 
haven't got enough people wanting to do it.... 

Q. I would like to ask one final question on that 
subject. Does your policy of not employing Arab 
labor on some farms interfere with close relations 
between the two groups? 

A. Yes. I know this question. It always comes up, 
almost as the sea serpent in summer in England. 
Here I would like to make this question clear once 
and for all, if I may say so, sir, with the utmost re- 
spect. There are three economic sectors in this coun- 
try, Jewish, Arabic, and in between stands the sector 
of the British Government, which is also a great 
employer of labor. In the Jewish sector, you can sub- 
divide it into two. There is the public sector, which 
means works which are being carried out on public 
money. If I say “public money,” I would like the 
Committee to realize that it is usually the money of 
the poor. The rich people have not given us very 
much, particularly in the beginning. Now they think 
Palestine is a going concern and will give a little 
more, but on the whole it was the pennies and half 
pennies and shillings and dimes of the poor or the 
lower middle class which constituted the greater part 
of our income. 

Now on these public money operations we don’t 
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employ any Arab labor. In fact, we don’t employ any 
labor. It is self-labor. The fellow gets a piece of land 
which he and his family are to work themselves. If 
he can’t do it, well, he forfeits the right to stay on 
this land. 

Q. He is not even allowed to employ’ Jewish 
workmen? He must do it himself? 

A. Yes. Why are we doing it? We do it because 
we had to solve a terribly difficult problem. I take 
this opportunity to submit to the Committee, we had 
to deal with urban people. We have brought in 
people who went to universities or perhaps factories 
or traders or middlemen, etc., and we wanted to make 
them into tillers of the ground, . . . not that they 
should be merely overlords and officers, but actually 
perform the work with their own hands and so be 
tied down to the soil of Palestine. Therefore we had 
to employ particularly stringent measures. .. . It has 
now become a perfectly natural thing. I think our 
young men and women are proud to work the land 
with their own hands, and we would only like to 
have more opportunity. So in this sector we have 
been employing exclusively Jewish hands. We had, 
as I said, no hired labor either by Jews or Arabs. 
It was the settler’s own labor always. 

Now, taking the other subsector of the Jews, pri- 
vate employment, say, in agriculture, there will be 
times, there are still times today where Arabs are 
employed in quite considerable quantities in the 
Orange groves or in the factories, and I think it is 
perfectly all right. Now, for instance, in the village 
where I live, I see every morning quite a great num- 
ber of Arabs going into the orange groves for work 
and they are welcome. 

Now in the Government sector, and I am going 
to say without seeking to recriminate in any way, I 
think they are being employed but, I believe I cannot 
say as of today, but there was a time when we had 
not had all the employment which is due to us, ac- 
cording to our numbers. I am not saying accord- 
ing to our contribution to the revenue of the country, 
because I understand . . . that the fact that the Jews 
contribute doesn’t entitle them to more employment. 
I am ready to accept this principle. But even count- 
ing heads, we are entitled to more employment. 

Today you will find Arabs employed in cement 
factories, some of them I think in the electric works, 
in the orange groves, quite a great number of Arabs 
are finding employment with Jewish firms and Jew- 
ish institutions, or Jewish places of industry. In the 
Arab factories, as far as I know, there are prac- 
tically no Jews being employed. Well, I am not com- 
plaining, there it is, but I don’t think there is 
much reason, at any rate, for our Arabs friends to 
complain. 

I would like to say something entirely on my own 
responsibility. I have not consulted my colleagues, 
and I am sure they will not disavow me too strongly 
if I say it. Should the time come, as I hope it will, 
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that Arabs will employ Jews, I think the Jews will 
be very happy to employ Arabs, and there will be no 
water-tight division between the various economic 
sections. As it is, gradually these water-tight com- 
partments are being pierced. 

Q. Your last answer brings up one question about 
which we were having some discussion at lunch. 
What proportion of the Jews in Palestine are em- 
ployed on the land—are engaged in farming? 

A. As far as I know at present—I may stand to 
be corrected—it is about 15 to 17 percent, something 
like that. I would like to add to it, of course it may 
appear not enough. For my taste it is not enough. 
Land is difficult to get. Land colonization is slow in 
nature. It is particularly slow to us. Then you have 
this extraordinary situation: in my younger days, and 
I am sure in the younger days of many of the mem- 
bers of this Committee—some of them are still 
young—we were taught that normal society requires 
at least a third on the land and two-thirds in other 
occupations. Now with the advancement of modern 
methods in agriculture we are being told the other 
extreme; it is 5 percent on the land to feed the 95 
percent in urban pursuits. Well, at present we are 
not adhering to the 5 percent, but we have about 
15 to 17 percent. . . . We probably could settle a 
great many more. 

I would only like to add, sir, that the ideal of the 
Jewish settler who comes today to Palestine is to go 
on the land. I am informed that, for instance, in 
modern Holland, which has very excellent agricul- 
ture, the number of people on the land is 19 percent, 
SO we are not too much off. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

MR. CROSSMAN: I would like to turn your 
mind back to the problems of anti-Semitism, which 
wete discussed at the beginning of your statement, 
and particularly to the problems of Europe, of which 
we have a very vivid impression from our tour. I take 
it you agree, even if all the Jewish Agency plans were 
fulfilled, a majority of Jews would continue to live 
outside Palestine, and therefore the interests of that 
majority who live outside and the effort to insure that 
they live in amity with their fellow citizens of their 
various states is an absolute first priority. 

A. Yes. 

Q. You suggested, I think, in your statement that 
Europe as a homeland for the Jews was really 
finished. 

A. I think so. 

Q. Therefore, whether the figure of emigration 
was 60 percent or 75 percent is irrevelant. You fore- 
saw as the healthiest development the moving of 
practically all the Jews of Europe, apart from those 
who wish to die there, to Palestine. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you feel any force in the argument, which 
appeals to me as a European, that if one does that, 
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one has admitted that although Hitler lost the war 
he won the ideological war? 

A. Yes sir, I must say, sad as it is—I have used, 
myself, the expression that Hitler may have lost the 
war, but as far as the Jews are concerned he has 
won it. 

Q. I didn’t quite mean that. The question of anti- 
Semitism is not only a question for Jews; it is a ques- 
tion for Gentiles, for anti-Semitism means no democ- 
racy. Would not that therefore be an admission that 
European democracy is over? 

A. No, I think if I may say so, it wouldn’t be 
exactly that admission. It would be an admission that 
Europeans are sick, and it will take a long time for 
them to be cured of the poison which has been in- 
stilled into them in this terrible period between the 
two wars. The primary sufferers because of this sick- 
mess are the Jews, and the presence of Jews in 
present-day Europe not only contributes nothing to 
the curing of the sickness, but might exaggerate the 
sickness. That is my contention. Therefore, sad as it 
may be, I think it is much better to face it and say, 
Let the element which causes this anti-Semitism 
diminish or be diluted as much as possible, and move 
into other and more favorable conditions, instead of 
trying to keep them in this sickly poisonous atmos- 
phere, and possibly not only fail to cure anti-Semitism 
but increase it in its intensity. 

Sir, you have seen the problem more closely than 
I have. I have not been to Europe, I dare not go, but 
I read in the papers about pogroms in Silesia. I am 
used to reading that in the papers. But recently I had 
a visit from a very distinguished Frenchman, a very 
distinguished scientist, a Gentile, and he was in 
despair. He said he can’t understand why there is 
anti-Semitism in France. I said, “In what way?” He 
said whenever a Jew comes home and merely makes 
the first attempt to claim his property, he gets into a 
tow with his neighbors because people don’t want 
to give it back. It is obviously the fault of the Jew, 
in their view. Why should he claim his property? 
But he wants to live—and I can see from France, 
from Holland and from Belgium that anti-Semitism 
is raising its ugly head. 

Please understand, I have never, never in my life 
based my Zionism on anti-Semitism. There are other 
reasons for Zionism, much more positive reasons, 
much more noble reasons, if I may say so, but we 
have to reckon with this fact which is not of our 
making. 

Q. Could I, perhaps, follow with a thought which 
I would like to hear your view on. Surely this anti- 
Semitism is very infectious and if we were to permit 
or to organize the removal of the Jews from Europe, 
would not that set a very dangerous precedent to 
other countries? What is the effect in the Anglo- 
Saxon world of the acceptance of the right because 
of anti-Semitism to remove from Europe people who 
have the right to live there? 
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A. Of course, you have to give them every free- 
dom. If Jews choose to stay in Europe, it is their 
responsibility and their business, and I would never 
lift my hand to forcibly remove them in any way. 
All I would like to say is that security for the happy 
beginning of a better life cannot be found for cer- 
tain in Europe. It is sad, and I am afraid it is perhaps 
not to the credit of the world as a whole, but we 
warned you, gentlemen, we warned you. 

I don’t want to refer to my own statements, but 
I would like to give you one or two to read. We told 
you. I remember when Hitler burned the synagogues 
in Berlin, I said these fires would spread to West- 
minster Abbey. It is inevitable if you let it go with 
impunity. 

Q. But I’m bringing the question a little closer. 
You don’t feel any anxiety lest this feeling, that one 
has the right to clear the Jews out, would increase 
anti-Semitism in America and thereby jeopardize the 
Jews? 

A. I really don’t think it would. If the Americans 
feel that European Jews who are in a perilous posi- 
tion are being taken care of, by being given a new 
start, I don’t see why the American Gentile should 
think that is a reason for him to be more anti- 
Semitic. If you say it is infectious, it is infectious any- 
how. An infectious disease is a very difficult thing to 
overcome. 

Q. Again, on this anti-Semitism, you mentioned 
the plight of the Jews in the Middle East, particularly 
in Baghdad. We just came from Egypt. Do you feel, 
quite objectively, that the deterioration of the posi- 
tion of the Middle Eastern Jew is directly connected 
with Zionism in Palestine? 

A. Well, I would like to be very objective, and I 
should say that Zionism has got something to do 
with it. Anyhow, it has been an excellent way of 
propagandizing the Middle East. What do the de- 
tractors say? One British officer, for whom I have the 
highest possible respect, and I don’t count him 
amongst our detractors in Egypt, a very old friend of 
mine, said to me once, very much to my surprise, 
“You see, if the Arabs could be sure that all the 
Jews want is Western Palestine, then things would 
be easier. But the Arabs think that isn’t nearly the 
end, that that is a sort of bridgehead which the Jews 
want to construct and then invade the whole of the 
Middle East and get everything.” 

I think General Spears, in his wisdom, has been 
sort of indicating the same thing. 

Well, I really can’t answer this... . I can’t follow 
a mind like that. 

I admit, therefore, that . . . the anti-Zionist 
propaganda, particularly in the acute form in which 
our detractors and sometimes our friends present it, 
has something to do with the acuteness of the rela- 
tions between Jews and Arabs. For instance, it has 
got something to do with what you say, sir. When 
the distinguished Chairman asked me today “Is that 
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not political power?” I felt—if I am mistaken I beg 
to be forgiven — that he used the words “political 
power,” almost in the same sense as power politics. 
... Nothing was farther from my mind. 

However, we are an extremely convenient target 
to be shot at in that respect. 

I would like you to remember one thing—that 
Yemen is perhaps one of the most ancient Jewish 
communities. I believe there were Jews in Yemen 
before the destruction of the Temple. I can’t say that 
in Yemen there is the most extreme persecution of 
the Jews—killing, pogroms, depriving them of their 
property. No, but the Jew is a fourth-rate citizen. 
He can’t walk on the pavement; he can’t ride a horse; 
he has to stand up whenever a Moslem goes by... . 
So I don’t know that you could put that to the ac- 
count of Zionism. It is there. We are always a con- 
venient target, if not for one thing, then another. 

Q. This is the final point: Would it not be true, 
from what you say, that successful conciliation, or 
the breaking down of extreme opposition in Pales- 
tine, between Zionism and the Arab would have a 
tremendously beneficial effect on the Jewish com- 
munities of the Middle East? 

A. I certainly do; I certainly do. Conciliation is 
desirable for many other reasons but that would be 
one. 

Q. That would be one of the by-products of con- 
ciliation? 

A. Certainly, I quite agree. 

MR. CRUM: Doctor Weizmann, you mentioned 
a conversation with Mr. Churchill this morning. 
When did that conversation occur? 

A. That took place, let me remember, the Satur- 
day before the assassination of Lord Moyne. 

Q. Was that before the end of the war? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Would you repeat, please, the substance of 
that conversation? 

A. The substance of that conversation was that 
Mr. Churchill said as soon as the German war is 
over he would like to put—and I remember his 
words—he would like to put his teeth into this prob- 
lem and would like to bite into this problem, and 
he thinks he and Roosevelt would find a way out. I 
understood somehow from what he hinted, that his 
mind was feeling around something like a partition, 
but he didn’t indicate definite plans. All he said was 
that as soon as the German war was over, he would 
try and tackle this problem. He also said he had 
considerable difficulty in his own party, the Con- 
servative Party, but he didn’t have time to explain 
it. He also added that I would have to go to America 
and try and explain to whoever is in power there 
what we want. So he was quite hopeful. That was 
the impression I got. 

I have some witnesses sitting in this room to whom 
I told this conversation almost immediately. It was 
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on a Saturday, and I said, for the first time I see sort 
of a glimmer of light at the end of a long time. 

He also added one thing. He said of a hundred 
people who come from the Middle East, 90 are 
against him, but that has only hardened my heart— 
meaning his heart. 

Q. Doctor Weizmann, I notice in the brief that was 
filed, at Page 58, there is a demand that in August, 
1945, an immediate decision be announced to estab- 
lish Palestine as a Jewish State. Is it your view that 
a Jewish State should be established at this time? 

A. No; I don’t think it is meant in that way. I 
certainly wouldn’t want it to be that. I am anxious 
to make it clear that what I would like to see is a 
beginning of immigration and settlement, the bring- 
ing in of as much as possible of this poor remnant, 
and then a great transition period. But it should be 
made clear that this transition period should even- 
tually lead to a Jewish State when a Jewish majority 
will be present. 

MR. MCDONALD: I have just one question, Dr. 
Weizmann. As you know, perhaps, members of the 
Committee have been in various parts of Germany 
and Austria and Poland, at the various concentra- 
tion camps, or displaced persons camps, and we have 
all had the opportunity of meeting young leaders of 
Jewish camps. I think some observers have got an 
impression which I did not get, but about which I 
want to ask you: it is the impression that some of 
these young Jewish leaders have got what has been 
characterized even as a Fascist feeling of superiority. 
I did not sense that. 

A. Fascist? 

Q. Yes, I did not sense it, I did not feel it, but 
some observers have felt it, and it has even been 
suggested that the Agency was somehow responsible 
for this dangerous nationalist feeling of these young 
folks. Can you say anything on that? 

A. It is to me so terribly new and terribly sur 
prising that I am almost speechless. . . . I do not 
know about that. I have not seen these people. 
I can quite understand that these people will all 
be bitter, but there is a reason for them to be so, 
but by any stretch of imagination I cannot see them 
as Fascists. A Fascist feeling of superiority! I can 
imagine one thing. I am speaking entirely theo- 
retically. I have not seen them, I have heard no 
reports about their behavior, and certainly I do not 
think the Agency has lifted a finger to cultivate such 
feelings in our Jewish youth. I am very sorry this 
idea has got about. As the head of the Jewish Agency 
I would not defend it for one moment if it were so, 
and I do not think it has been hidden from me. But 
I can quite imagine, these people will tell you, “We 
are determined to go to Palestine.” They are deter- 
mined, they will go to Palestine. In fact I told that 
to various people in the Colonial Office, “You cannot 
stop the Jew going to Palestine. If he has the choice 
between dying, rotting away in these terrible condi- 
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tions of Europe, and getting to Palestine, somehow 
by hook or by crook he will get there . . .” Whether 
that is Fascism or a feeling of superiority I do not 
know. I believe it is not. 

Q. What you are saying in answer to my question 
really is that the Agency gives no support to any 
doctrine of the Jewish Uebermensch? 

A. I have heard General Spears speaking of some 
people that were Nazis and that they have got the 
mentality of Nazis, but really I have no words to 
express my surprise. How can a man in his senses say 
a thing like that? We have suffered that at the hands 
of the Nazis which no human being, which no na- 
tion, has suffered. We would not countenance any- 
thing of this “Uebermensch” in our youth; ¢ would 
stultify our history, and if I saw a trace of it I would 
stamp it out with the greatest speed. It is one of the 
accusations with which we are usually saddled for 
want of better arguments. 

SIR FREDERICK LEGGETT: Dr. Weizmann, 
for a large part of my life I have been dealing with 
disputes between two sides, both of which are in 
bitter opposition, and both of which have convinced 
themselves that they are completely right, and in- 
deed when listening to them one has often felt that 
‘ they are both right. Now, in reaching that point they 
have naturally succeeded not only in coloring their 
own case, but also in ridding their minds of the argu- 
ments that may be brought forward on the other 
side. Now, is it wrong to suggest to you that in order 
to find a solution to this other than an extreme solu- 
tion on either side, there must be complete frankness 
as to the truth of the policies of the Jewish Agency 
or of any other body? I am not asking you for your 
personal opinion now, I am asking you what I think 
you must know. It is true, is it not, that the policy 
of the Jewish Agency is the creation of the Jewish 
National State? 

A. Yes. 

Q. If that is true, that is a fact we have to take 
into account, and we have to have regard to the feel- 
ings created in the minds of other people. If the 
policy is that of a National State, it is not unnatural, 
is it, that we should find in these camps in Germany 
which we visited, a definite code of education, in so 
far as it takes place, that Palestine is a place to which 
all these young Jews will go as a State which they 
will dominate. Now, that is not unnatural to my 
mind, having regard to the policy. ... 

A. I think it is not. 

Q. I just wanted to get that clear, because what 
I have in my mind is that that policy is not neces- 
sarily a wrong policy. It may not be a wise policy, 
but it is a natural policy. All I want you to do is to 
recognize these facts. I suggest to you further, and 
here I speak again from my own personal experience, 
and I think all our experience is that our hearts have 
been torn by what we have seen and heard. It is 
natural, I think, that those young people, with their 
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memories behind them, should have colored their 
minds to an extent which makes them appear like 
the Hitler Youth, for example, in their concentra- 
tion on one purpose. . . . ‘ 

A. Of course, it may make them appear too con- 
centrated, too set on one idea, because they know 
that the non-fulfillment of this idea means death. If 
you think of English children, an English boy or an 
English girl, they go to Eton or to Harrow, or to an 
ordinary school in the East End of London. The child 
is normal, he can play; he can play football or cricket 
and do his lessons in an ordinary way. He is an ordi- 
nary, normal human being. He can smile. I have seen 
children coming back from these places and it took 
them two months till they learned to smile. You 
have seen them, of course? 

Q. We have seen them, yes. 

A. I am not exaggerating. I have not seen the 
children in the camps, but I have seen them here 
when they have come out. I have seen a procession 
of children come from all sorts of places, and they 
tell you they are happy to have escaped. I have seen 
a girl who has escaped by a miracle. Somehow the 
Nazis thought they could burn 800 at a time, and 
there were 801, and so one was thrown out, and she 
was that one. Now, I beg of you, what do you expect? 
Do you expect a normal reaction from these chil- 
dren? They become normal here. You can go to 
these places, I would love you to go, and see these 
children who come from the concentration camps, 
and see how they look here. You will find them less 
tense, you will find them playing, and you will find 
them laughing, and certainly not giving an impres- 
sion of Fascism. Fascism or Nazism is hateful to 
them, and we are certainly not going to imitate those 
methods. 

Q. I do not want to ask you about it. All I am 
concerned about is that this thing shall be thought 
about in its right terms. Is it not rather unfortunate 
that those children, in that state of mind, have been 
given the impression that the United States, Great 
Britain, France, Belgium, even the other Middle-East 
States, are not places in which a Jew can possibly 
find friends? That struck us... 

A. I do not know, may be they are the same; they 
may be too intense, but they know that here they 
will be among friends. They do not know the United 
States, they do not know America, and they may 
possibly give you the answers that you have just 
mentioned. It is unfortunate, I admit; it is unfortu- 
nate that there should be children like that. 

Q. And that they do not understand that even at 
the best it is not possible for all Jews to come to 
Palestine. 

A. Well, it will be a disappointment, but it will 
not be the first disappointment or the last disappoint- 
ment of the Jewish people in their lives. That is why 
I am anxious to take as many as we can, and we are 
trying our level best, but if the doors are closed to 
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them and they cannot come, well, they will be driven 
to despair, and that is what I am terrified of more 
than anything else. 

Q. What I have had in my mind in these last few 
questions is that all of us should take the opportu- 
nity of thinking over the position to see that we are 
facing up to everything. 

A. I am in absolute confidence that you will try 
hard to find the fairest and the best solution. 

MR. BUXTON: I am not the spokesman for my 
colleagues, Dr. Weizmann, but I am sure I am speak- 
ing for them when I say, we are very deeply indebted 
to you; you have conferred a favor on us. If it is not 
too late for you, there are a few questions I should 
like to ask. This morning the discussion at times did 
not come down very close to the ground. Judge 
Hutcheson spoke of the metamorphosis of certain 
people; Sir John Singleton went into ancient history 
and the question of judging by present standards, and 
I was glad to hear that Mr. Manningham-Buller and 
Mr. Crossman agreed on one subject, the sepercus- 
sions and their adumbrations of anti-Semitism, but 
I should like to get down to a narrow and less in- 
tellectual plane. You are familiar, of course, with the 
President's request for 100,000 immigrants into Pal- 
estine. That was based, of course, on Earl Harrison’s 
report. 

A. Yes. 

Q. The Committee was appointed, and the Presi- 
dent has said that he favors bringing 100,000 immi- 
grants into Palestine. ... Are you disposed to think 
that the figure of President Truman is not an un- 
reasonable figure for immigration into Palestine in 
this year? 

A. I would answer that by saying, Where there 
is a will there is a way. I do not think it is so un- 
reasonable. After all, what are we doing now? You 
have got to feed these people, you have got to keep 
them; they are a burden on UNRRA, and if I may 
say so with respect, there is no definite constructive 
end to the circle after you have fed and clothed them. 
I do not know whether it would take a year, whether 
to take two years, whether it would take more or 
less to bring these children out, but I should say it 
is possible, because if UNRRA could do for them 
in Palestine what they are doing for them now, and 
the work were to be supplemented by the efforts of 
the Jews, I think it is a reasonable proposition. I 
have been reminded that not all the 100,000 would 
be children; about 25,000 would be children and 
75,000 would be adults. That has nothing to do with 
absorptive capacity. That is an effort made by an 
outside body to do this work. It gives us time, two or 
three years, in which they should be adjusted and 
fitted into the Palestine country. On the whole I 
think it is not unreasonable. Something must be done, 
and it is not an easy task to deal with the position 
which has been created. If everything were easy we 
would not address ourselves to this Committee. It is 
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because it is difficult, and because we want a common 
effort, that we are coming to you as we do today, and 
as we did before. On the whole I think it is not un- 
reasonable, although I am not prepared to say that 
it can be done in one year or in two years. It can be 
done if the effort is supported by both sides; on the 
one side the Jews, and on the other side the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain and the United States, and 
the Palestine Government. 

Q. Do you say that, Sir, against the background 
of your knowledge of the books that have been writ- 
ten on the subject? I assume you have looked into 
the question of the absorptive capacity? 

A. Yes. I have spoken a great deal to Mr. Hays, 
I have spoken to Mr. Savage, I have spoken a great 
deal to our own experts, and you can hear what they 
have to say. They will come before you, you will 
probably cross-examine them quite severely, and you 
should do so, and I think you will find they can prove 
to you, assuming there is goodwill, that there is real 
absorptive capacity sufficient for these people, and 
many more than that. 

Q. That is to say you would recommend the ad- 
mission of 100,000 immigrants to Palestine this 
year? 

A. I would not say this year. I would leave that 
to circumstances. I do not know what is going to 
happen this year. I would begin by admitting a con- 
siderable number of these 100,000 and see how it 
works out. I do not say that it should be done in a 
year. Perhaps it can be done, I am not competent to 
answer, but I would certainly not say this year and 
only this year.* 

MR. CRICK: Dr. Weizmann, I will not keep you 
more than a minute or two. You have had a very 
long day. . . . You spoke of the Land Regulations of 
1940 as confining the Jews in Palestine to a ghetto. 
The same phrase is used in the document submitted 
by the Jewish Agency. Would you be prepared to 
agree with me that that is a rather picturesque over- 
statement of the position in Palestine as regards the 
Land Regulations? 


A. Well, I do not know that it is so terribly pic-. 


turesque. It is a really sad picture. What am I to 
think of a regulation which confines me to a very 
small compass in a very small country; which tells 
me, “You cannot build a house there because you 
are not permitted unless somebody consents—either 
the Arabs consent, or the British consent.” It may not 
be a ghetto in the sense of a street, which is usually 
what is meant by a ghetto, a street out of which you 
cannot go. It is a ghetto in this sense, that a free man 
is confined to a certain small section of a country and 
is not allowed to move freely to another section. 
Please remember that that is done by a Government 
to a people who considered, and still consider and 
would like to consider themselves as friends. Speak- 
ing for myself, I am a’British subject, but in speak- 
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ing of the general run of the Jews, it is being done 
in their national home; it is being done in a country 
under British administration, which was designated 
as the place where the National Home was going to 
develop. I think Sir Ronald Storrs said that the Na- 
tional Home in his opinion is already finished, and 
why should the Jews want more, Well, it may be 
finished in Sir Ronald Storrs’ opinion, but it is not 
finished for us, and in that sense there is a ghetto. 
If, Sir, that shocks you I am perfectly willing to 
correct it. 

Q. You can understand it shocking us when I tell 
you that we have had the grim experience, some of 
us, of seeing the remains of a ghetto in Warsaw. That 
is what shocked me when I heard the word. 

A. Yes, but what should shock you really—and I 
am not saying this out of any disrespect-—is the fact 
that under the British flag, in the country of the 
National Home, there is discrimination against those 
people to whom a solemn promise on behalf of the 
civilized world was given that they could build their 
national home there without let or hindrance, only 
subject to certain things, that they should not tread 
on the corns of other people. ... 

A. Mr. Chairman, I am most grateful to you and 
your colleagues for the kindness with which you have 
dealt with me. I would like to say in conclusion one 
thing. We are passing now through a period of ten- 
sion; perhaps you may know or you may not know 
that my policy, the Rock of Gibraltar on which I 
build my Zionist policy, is absolute co-operation with 
Great Britain. The destinies of the two peoples, one 
a mighty people and the other a small and unhappy 
people are linked up, and that link is Palestine. Today 
it seems that a great deal of bitterness is overlaying 
this relation. I am certain that deep down in the heart 
of every Jew is a consciousness that Great Britain 
has contributed a great deal towards the solution of 
the Jewish problem. All we hope and wish is that 
this period of tension should pass very quickly and 
will be forgotten as a bad dream, and we shall once 
more find ourselves co-operating in this great task of 
the regeneration of the Jewish people. Thank you 
very much. 


* The New York Times, March 25, reports: 


The committee records contain a copy of the letter submitted 
March 12th by Dr. Chaim Weizmann, President of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, clarifying his statement at the hearing of 
March 8th concerning President Truman’s proposal for 100,000 
immigration certificates. 

Dr. Weizmann wrote that when he had been asked by Frank 
Buxton, a United States member of the committee, whether this 
was a reasonable proposal, he agreed, noting that the refugees 
involved had to be fed at the expense of the United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation and that in Palestine UNRRA’s burden would 
be partly lightened by the efforts of Jews. 

“I added that this matter has nothing to do with the absorptive 
capacities of the country,” he went on. “In elaborating this point, 
I stated that I did. not yet know whether this (transfer) would 
take one year or two. By this, I did not intend to convey any defi- 
nite estimate of the time required, which will largely depend on 
the ia and the desire displayed by all concerned to achieve the 
results. 

“My intention was to convey that these 100,000 immigrants 
(25,000 children) be admitted forthwith as an emergency measure.” 
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Testimony of 


David Ben Gurion 


MR. DAVID BEN GURION: Mr. Chairman and 
Gentlemen, I fully realize you have been on this 
enquiry for more than two months and you have 
already had a good deal of evidence, oral and in 
writing, and I cannot presume to tell you new things 
entirely. The reason for my statement is that up till 
now you have had only the view of Jews from 
abroad regarding this country. I will try to present 
to you the case as seen by those in their own coun- 
try; by those who are no longer American, British, 
Russian, Polish, German Jews, but just Jews. 

I want first of all to tell you that there was con- 
siderable discussion whether to appear before the 
Commission or not, both here and in America, and 
many reasons were stated for not co-operating. It 
was said that the appointment of the Commission 
was in effect a means of putting off the request of 
the President of the United States for the imme- 
diate admission of 100,000 refugees from Germany. 
It was said that the setting up of this Commission 
was a means of silencing the demand in the Labour 
Party in England for the immediate repeal of the 
White Paper. It was said that the statement made 
by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Bevin, prejudged many conclusions of the Commis- 
sion. It was said that in any case the policy of the 
Mandatory Power would not be determined by the 
findings of the Commission on facts and figures, but 
by considerations of political expediency; and it was 
especially urged that the only result of this enquiry 
will be the prolongation of the suffering of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jewish Nazi victims, who 
meanwhile would be condemned to stay in that hell. 
We decided otherwise, not because we thought all 
these objections were entirely without foundation, 
but first of all we thought that whatever might be 
the intention of those who set up this Commission, 
the Commission is in no way responsible for it, or 
for the results. We appreciate that distinguished per- 
sonalities from Great Britain and America have en- 
tered on this complicated and not too pleasant 
inquiry, have left their homes and their work and 
they are engaged in finding out the truth of this 
complicated problem. We, therefore, consider it our 
moral duty to help you as far as we can to ascer- 
tain the truth and justice of the case. On behalf of 
our community, I tell you you are invited to see 
how we are living, what we are doing and you will 
be welcome everywhere. 


The Jewish Case 

Sir, our case, it seems to us, is rather simple and 
compelling and it rests on two elementary principles: 
one, that we Jews are just like other human beings, 
entitled to the same rights as every human being in 
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the world, and we Jewish people, just like other 
people, are entitled to equality of treatment with 
any free and independent people in the world. The 
second principle is: This is and will remain our 
country. Weare here as of right. We are not here on 
the strength of the Balfour Declaration or the Pales- 
tine Mandate. We were here long before. I myself 
was here before the Mandate and many thousands 
before me. But we were here long, long before that. 
The Mandatory Power is here on the strength of the 
Mandate, speaking from the legal point of view. 

Our case is that of one who builds a house for 
his family to live in, but is expelled forcibly and the 
house given to somebody else. Then the owner comes 
back and wants to get his house again. . .. To make 
the parallel more exact, I will say it this way. It is a 
large building, our building, of, say, 150 rooms. We 
were expelled from that house, our family was 
scattered, somebody else took it away and it changed 
hands many times, and then we came back and we 
found some five rooms occupied by other people, the 
other rooms destroyed and uninhabitable. We said 
to these occupants, We do not want to remove you, 
please stay where you are, we are going back to 
these uninhabitable rooms, we will repair them; 
and we did repair some of them and settled there. 
Now some other members of the family are coming 
back and they want to repair some other unin- 
habitable rooms, but then these occupants say “No, 
we are here, we do not want you. We do not live in 
them, these rooms are no good for any human beings 
but we do not want you to repair them, to make 
them better.”. .. 

This is the case, and as I say, it is simple and com- 
pelling, but I realize the intellectual difficulty there 
may be in grasping it. There are other practical diffi- 
culties, but now I am talking of the intellectual 
difficulty of understanding our case, because it is 
unique. ... 

I have read a great deal of the evidence given to 
you in America and in England. I saw the real diff- 
culty of getting at it. What is this Jewish people? 
Is it a people? Are they not citizens of Poland, Rus- 
sia, America, and England? Did we not treat them 
as brothers and as co-citizens?—and people say it 
sincerely and I have the greatest admiration for the 
people saying it because they really think the Jew 
is just like themselves. It is true there is a Jewish 
people and there is a problem. They have been torn 
away from this country for many centuries, the 
greater part of them, and still it is their country; 
but it is not empty. There are people there, part of 
them have been there for many centuries, a great 
part of them also newcomers, but a part of them 
for many centuries, and from afar it is not easy really 
to get to the core of the problem, but I believe 
when you see things here it will become a little 
more easy to understand. 
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Why Jews Come to Palestine 

What I am going to do is simply to tell you who 
we Jews in our own country are, what we are doing, 
what we are aiming at. Why are we here, for what 
purpose are we here? Perhaps this will explain 
things. 

There are now some 600,000 Jews here, more 
than one-third born in this country, some of them 
living here for many centuries, not only in the 
towns. There are Jewish fellaheen, peasants who 
have lived here for centuries. . . . But the majority 
of us were not born in this country; I am one of 
them. We came from all parts of the world, from all 
countries, and we came not only from countries 
where Jews were persecuted physically, as in Nazi 
Germany, Poland, Yemen, Morocco, Tzarist Rus- 
sia, Persia, Fascist Italy. Many of us came from free 
countries where Jews were treated as citizens, and 
there was no persecution, like England, the United 
States of America, Canada, the Argentine, pre-Nazi 
Germany, Soviet Russia, France, Egypt and other 
countries, Why did they come? What is the common 
denominator which brought all these people, whether 
from Nazi Germany or from England, whether from 
Yemen or from Egypt? That is what I want to 
tell you. 

The first thing which brought them over, all of 
them, was to escape dependence and discrimination. 
I do not mean anti-Semitism. There was a great deal 
of talk in your Commission about anti-Semitism, 
and many of our people were asked to explain its 
origin. . . . It is for you Gentiles to explain. Perhaps 
it would be necessary to set up a Jewish Commission, 
or perhaps a joint Jewish-Gentile Commission, to 
make inquiry among leaders of the Church, teach- 
ers, educators, journalists, political parties as to what 
this disease is, what is the reason for it in the Gentile 
world. It seems to me it is part of a larger phe- 
nomenon which does not concern only Jews. It is a 
general human phenomenon. Wherever you have 
two groups, one a strong group, powerful, and the 
other weak and helpless, there is bound to be mis- 
chief. The strong group will always take advantage 
of the weaker group, rightly or wrongly. You can- 
not expect human beings, human nature being what 
it is, having power over other people, not sometimes 
—not always, not necessarily always—to abuse it. 
But I am not concerned with anti-Semitism, it is not 
our business. I am concerned with the question why 
Jews have come to this country, and have come 
not only from countries where they were physically 
persecuted. They came because they felt it was un- 
endurable to be at the mercy of others. Sometimes 
the others are excellent people but not always, and 
there is discrimination, not necessarily legal or politi- 
cal or economic; sometimes it’s merely moral discrim- 
ination, but they do not like it as human beings with 
human dignity. They do not like it, and they do not 
see how they can change the whole world. 
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I want to give you one example of moral discrim- 
ination. Gentlemen, I do not know in Europe a more 
tolerant, a more liberal, a more fairminded people 
than the English people in their country. . . . There 
was recently in the House of Lords . . . a debate on 
the Jewish problem. . . . It was on December 7th 
and in that debate the Archbishop of York in very 
strong language condemned anti-Semitism as un- 
christian. Coming from His Grace it means a lot, 
anti-christian. It may not help us practically very 
much, but we appreciate it very deeply as a moral 
help. He then began talking about the Jewish 
criticism of the policy of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment in Palestine, meaning the White Paper policy 
of 1939 and the attack being made by Jews on 
both sides of the Atlantic, and he said these signifi- 
cant words: 

“It (meaning this criticism) is being re- 

sented and may easily lead to a most 

dangerous reaction.” 
Well, Jews are not the only,people who are criticiz- 
ing or attacking the White Paper policy. In 1939 the 
White Paper policy was described, not by a Jew, 
but by an Englishman, as a mortal blow to the Jew- 
ish people. The name of that Englishman, Gentle- 
men, is Winston Churchill. 

We agree with his description. It was and is a 
mortal blow. Well, Gentlemen, when a people re- 
ceives a mortal blow, would anybody ask them to 
lie down and take it silently? Would anybody resent 
criticism of that mortal blow? This was said by Mr. 
Churchill in 1939 when our people in Europe were 
still alive. Since then tens of thousands of human 
beings, of babies—after all, Jewish babies are also 
babies—have met their death because of that policy. 

. . tens of thousands could have been saved and 
were not because of that policy. Is it surprising that 
we should criticize or attack this policy? I am sure 
His Grace understands that. He is a great personality, 
but he knows the mind of his people and he said, 
This may lead to a most dangerous reaction. This is 
what I call moral discrimination. We receive a mortal 
blow; we must be silent. If not, it may lead to a 
dangerous reaction. Where? Not in Poland, but in 
that most liberal and tolerant country, I say it with 
the greatest respect, England. Why this discrim- 
ination? 

There are many Jews who submit; there are some 
Jews who refuse to submit to it and that is what 
brought: them over here. There they were at the 
mercy of nice people, but nice people may sometimes 
become very nasty, when they have the power and 
are dealing with a minority. 


The Price of Being Different 

Why is there this discrimination? As I see it, it is 
for two reasons: because we happen to be different 
from others, and we happen to be a minority. We 
are not the only people who are different from 
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others. In truth, we are not different at all in our- 
selves, because difference is a term of relationship. 
If there were only one person in the world, he 
would not be “different.” We are what we are. But 
as others see us, we are different, in being what we 
are and what we like to be. Is it a crime? Cannot a 
people be what it is? I know, on the Continent they 
consider British people very different, and they are, 
but no Britisher will think he is “different.” .. . He 
is just what he is, and we are just what we are. 
For that our people suffer. 

The English people do not suffer because they are 
different. On the contrary, it is a great virtue, it is a 
great strength. They have their own individuality 
and people respect it. But with us, not only are we 
different, we are in a minority. We are at the mercy 
of others and people do not like us to be different. 
It becomes most dangerous sometimes for us because 
other people want us to be like them, and they want 
us to renounce from time to time either our being 
a people or our religion or our country or-our lan- 
guage. Many of us did renounce them, not all, but 
some of us did and do. You have perhaps met some 
of them. The Jewish people as a whole defy superior 
material power when asked to renounce spiritual 
values which are dear to us and which are ours. 
And we pay the price, sometimes a very high price 
for that. 

It is a long, long story. It goes back 2,300 years 
to the time when Egypt, Syria, Persia became Hellen- 
ized. Judaea did not submit to that superior culture, 
and it was in many respects a superior culture, but 
the Jews preferred to be just what they were, and 
they suffered. There was another clash when Rome 
became the dominant Power and we were asked to 
accept the divinity of the Caesars, and we refused. 
We defied that superior material power. Then it 
happened again with the rise of Christianity. I must 
be careful now in speaking. The whole of Europe 
was converted to Christianity, many by force; we 
refused. We perhaps were closer to it than other 
peoples. St. Paul was a Jew. We refused, and we 
are still paying a very high price. . . . Then the 
French Revolution asked us to renounce our being 
a people. Some Jews did it. The Jewish people re- 
fused. And now the last phase, I am not going to 
speak about that. What has happened in the last 
few years, is unspeakable. 

I will tell you only one feeling which I had when 
I knew of what happened: at least I am happy for 
my children that we belong to a people which is 
being slaughtered and not to those who are the 
slaughterers, and not to those who watched indiffer- 
ently. I know many Christians in France, Holland, 
Belgium, and other countries who risked their lives to 
save a Jew or a Jewish baby. We will never forget 
that, never; but there were other things—not what 
happened in Nazi Europe, they are outside the pale 
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of humanity, I am not discussing them—but there 
was a conspiracy of silence in the entire world. 
When we tried to tell the truth, the answer was, It is 
Jewish propaganda. I ask myself, Would you suffer 
it if a million Gentile babies were slaughtered in 
Europe? Why this discrimination? 

Just imagine that a British fighting division was 
captured by the Japanese, an entire division was 
slaughtered after being made prisoners of war, only 
one platoon remained alive. Then after the war was 
over, America got the concentration camp where 
this platoon was in captivity, and they prevented 
them from going back to England for some reason. 
Can you imagine the feelings of every Englishman 
in the world? Can you imagine our feelings when 
this remnant is being kept prisoner after the war is 
over and the world is liberated—when they cannot 
get back to their home. Is it not their home, the 
national home of the Jewish people? Why? Why 
are they tortured? It is torture. Not physical tor- 
ture, no. I saw them being treated nicely, very nicely 
in the American and the British camps. . . . There 
is such a thing as spiritual torture. 

Not only they are being tortured. Every one of us 
in this country also is in torment, because we are 
here for their sake. They are our blood, they are 
our brothers; many of them literally, and all of them 
because they suffered for the very crime that we are 
guilty of, for being Jews. Why are we tortured? 
Why are attempts being made to lock up that unfor- 
tunate remnant of Polish Jewry, some 30,000 re- 
maining out of three millions, who are still being 
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massacred every day in Poland? Why this discrimina- 
tion in your Christian world? Why must we wait, 
why cannot we escape from this dependence, this 
being at the mercy of others? 


The Love of Zion 


That is one reason why we want to come back 
here; there is another reason. It is love of Zion, a 
deep passionate love, the love of Zion. There is no 
parallel to that in all of human history. It is unique, 
but it is a fact; you will see it here. There are 600,000 
_ of us here because of that deep undying love of Zion. 

In evidence given to you in America, an American 
Arab, I believe it was John Hazam, said there was 
never any Palestine as a political and geographical 
entity, and another American Arab, a great Arab his- 
torian, Dr. Hitti, went even farther and said, and I 
am quoting him, “There is no such thing as Pales- 
tine in history.” I agree with him entirely; there is 
no such thing in history as Palestine, absolutely, but 
when Dr. Hitti speaks of history it means Arab 
history. Arab history was made in Arabia, Syria, 
Persia, and in Spain and North Africa. You will 
not find Palestine in that history. 

However, Arab history is not the only history; 
there is world history and Jewish history, and in 
those histories there is a country named Judea, 
or as we call it Eretz Israel, the Land of Israel. We 
have called it Israel since the days of Joshua the son 
of Nun. There was such a country in history, there 
was and it is still there. It is a little country, a very 
little country, but that little land made a deep im- 
pression on world history, and on our history, because 
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that country made us a people; our people also made 
that country. No other people in the world made this 
country; this country made no other people in the 
world. Today we are again beginning to make this 
country, and again this country is beginning to 
make us. 


This country was the scene of many wars, of 
Egyptians, Babylonians, Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, 
Romans, Byzantines and others, but it gained a place 
in world history, just as in Jewish history, because 
our people created here, perhaps a limited, but a 
very great civilization. This country made us a very 
exclusive people on one side and a universal people 
on the other; exclusive in its attachment to its his- 
tory, to its national and religious tradition; very 
universal in its religious, social, and ethical ideas. 
We were told there is one God in the entire world; 
that there is the unity of the human race, because 
every human being was created in the image of God; 
that there ought to be and will be brotherhood and 
social justice, peace among peoples. These were our 
ideas; this was our culture, and because of this, the 
country took its place in world history. We created 
here a book, many books; many were lost, many 
remained only in translation, but a considerable 
number, some twenty-four, remain in their original 
language, Hebrew, in the same language, Mr. Chair- 
man, in which I am thinking now, when I am talking 
to you, and which the Jews in this country speak. 
We went into exile, we took that book with us, and 
in that book, which was more to us than a book, we 
took with us our country in our hearts, in our soul, 
and these three, the land, the book, and the people 
are one for us forever. It is an indissoluble bond. 
There is no material power which can dissolve it, 
except by destroying us physically. 


The distinguished British Chairman of this Com- 
mittee Friday morning quoted from books by Storrs 
and another gentleman whose name I don’t remem- 
ber. Sir, our rights and our attachment and our sig- 
nificance in this country, you will find in that book, 
in that book alone. That book is binding upon us, 
only that book. Whether or not it is on anyone else 
is not for me to say. I know many Christian people 
who believe it is. You cannot conceive of our people 
without this book, neither in the faraway past nor in 
the present, nor, it is my conviction, in the future, 
either. 


Somebody may tell you, “All this is merely a mys- 
tical attachment to a mystical Zion, not to this 
physical Zion.” But now you will see 600,000 living 
human beings whom the love of Zion has brought 
over and kept here. They are attached to the living 
Zion. It has for them a great and deep spiritual sig- 
nificance, too, of course. 


Then we are asked this question, which seems a 
very commonplace question: When the Arabs con- 
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quered Spain, didn’t they create there a magnificent 
civilization? They did. They created a magnificent 
civilization in Spain and then they were driven out. 
Can they claim Spain for the Arabs? I know of no 
argument which really proves our case so plainly as 
this one. Is there a single Arab in the entire world 
who dreams about Spain? Is there an Arab in Iraq, 
or in Egypt, or anywhere, who knows the rivers and 
mountains of Spain better than he knows his coun- 
try? Is there an Arab in the world who will give 
his money to Spain? What is Spain to him? Does he 
care about Spain? There are many people who want 
to conquer countries and possess countries. I am 
speaking about love of country. Is there a single 
Arab in the world who loves Spain? . . . 

Here are Jews who were away for centuries, some 
of them many centuries, some of them thousands of 
years, like the Jews in Yemen. Yet they always car- 
ried Zion in their hearts, and they came back and 
came back with love. 

I wonder whether all the American members of 
this Commission know this fact: In the first World 
War thousands of Jewish boys from the United 
States of America came over to fight for the libera- 
tion of this country, in a Jewish Legion in the British 
Army, in the Royal Fusiliers. I happened to be in 
America at that time and I had the privilege of tak- 
ing part in that. I, too, was a volunteer in the British 
Army and served under Allenby here in the 39th 
Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers. . . . 
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What brought over these thousands of American 
Jewish boys, with the consent and blessing of hte 
President of the United States of America, the late 
Woodrow Wilson? What brought them over if not 
the love of Zion? It may be difficult to explain, 
but it is there. 

Another thing was mentioned to you. Jews tried to 
settle on the land in many other countries. It was 
tried in Russia: Czar Alexander Nicolai I tried to 
settle Jews on the land; the Soviet Government tried 
to settle Jews on the land. Jews tried settling in 
Argentina; Jews tried to settle in the United States 
of America. It failed. It succeeded here. There was 
no love for the land there; there was love of the 
land here. Much as I love this country, I must tell 
you that Argentina is richer and more fertile. Amer- 
ica certainly is more fertile, and Russia, and they 
failed there. They succeeded here. It is because of 
love of Zion. 

Why? Why is it? A man can change many things, 
even his religion, even his wife, even his name. 
There is one thing which a man cannot change— 
his parents. There is no means of changing that. 
The parent of our people is this country. 

More than 300 years ago a ship by the name of 
the Mayflower left Plymouth for the New World. 
It was a great event in American and English his- 
tory. I wonder how many Englishmen or how many 
Americans know exactly the date that ship left 
Plymouth, how many people were on that ship, and 
what was the kind of bread that people ate when 
they left Plymouth? Well, more than 3,300 years 
ago the Jews left Egypt. It was more than 3,000 
years ago and every Jew in the world knows exactly 
the date when we left. It was on the 15th of Nisan. 
The bread they ate was matzot. To this day, Jews 
throughout the world on the 15th day of Nisan eat 
the same matzot, in America, in Russia, and tell the 
story of the exile in Egypt and all the sufferings that 
happened to the Jews in the course of the exile. 
They finish with these two sentences: “This year we 
are slaves; next year we will be fret. This year we 
are here; next year we will be in Zion, the land 
of Israel.” 


The Urge for Independence 

There was a third reason why we came, and this 
is the crux of the problem. We came over here with 
an urge for Jewish independence, what you call a 
Jewish State. I want to explain to you, since this is 
the center of the entire program, what is meant by 
that. When people talk, outside, in the world, about 
a state, it means power, it means domination. I want 
to tell you what it means to us. 

We came here to be free Jews—I mean in the full 
sense of both words, 100 percent free and 100 per- 
cent Jews—which we could not be anywhere else 
in the world. We believe we are entitled to be Jews, 
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to live a full Jewish life, as an Englishman lives an 
English life and an American lives an American life, 
to be free from fear and dependence, not to be an 
object of pity and sympathy, of philanthropy and 
justice administered by others. We believe we are 
entitled to that as human beings and as a people. 

We are the freest Jews in the world. Not in a 
legal sense. On the contrary, here we are deprived 
even of equality before the law. We are living today 
under a most arbitrary regime. . . . But it is not what 
I want to emphasize here. . 

Freedom begins at home, it begins in the human 
mind and the human spirit. Why do we feel freer 
than any Jew? Because we are self-made Jews, 
made by our country, making our country. We are, 
in fact, a Jewish commonwealth in the making. 

When we say “Jewish independence” and “a Jew- 
ish state,” we mean Jewish soil, we mean Jewish 
labor, we mean Jewish colonies, Jewish agriculture, 
Jewish industry. We mean Jewish language, schools, 
culture. We mean Jewish safety, security, inde- 
pendence. 

I will begin from the foundation. You have heard 
already from Dr. Hitti that there is no such thing as 
Palestine, absolutely nothing. We are not coming to 
Palestine; we are coming to a country which we are 
recreating. When we first came here, we found hun- 
dreds of Arab villages, Moslem Arabs and Christians. 
We did not disturb them. Not a single Jew settled 
in all these villages. 

We established hundreds of new Jewish villages 
on new soil. We didn’t produce soil, it is made by 
God, but what nature left to people is not enough, 
they must work. We didn’t merely buy the land, we 
recreated the land. It was rocky hills. You will find 
a description of it in the Royal Commission’s report. 
In Khedera hundreds of Jews died, yet they refused 
to leave that place because of love of Zion. With 
our toil and sweat, and with our love and devotion 
we are remaking the soil to enable us to settle there, 
not at the expense of anybody else. 

Now you are here and you may visit these villages. 
You will find the land was reclaimed by our own toil. 
It was uncultivable, it was certainly uncultivated. 
We made it cultivable and we cultivated it. Land for 
us is not an object of trade, which we bought and 
sold. We considered it a sacred trust to human be- 
ings. Men must not spoil God’s gift. We should 
fertilize it, keep it. This is what we are trying to do 
to the best of our ability, and we did not entirely 
fail in our endeavors. For centuries we had lived in 
the towns and we were told there is a scientific law 
that people from the country go to the town, but 
townspeople do not go to the country. We didn’t like 
that law, because it was contrary to our purpose 
because we believed we had to go back to the land, 
and we did go back to the land.... 
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You heard the evidence presented by an Arab 
source, that more than 60 percent of this country is 
uncultivable. It is certainly uncultivated. These lands 
which are uninhabitable, we want to make them 
cultivable. Is this a crime? We do not consider 
manual work as a curse, a bitter necessity, merely a 
means of making a living. We consider it as a high 
human function, as the basis of human life, the most 
dignified thing in the life of the human being which 
ought to be free, creative. 

Our boys and girls, middle-class boys and girls, 
before they finish high school are encouraged to go 
out and work on the land. The Jewish common- 
wealth means Jewish work. You cannot buy a com- 
monwealth; you cannot conquer a commonwealth. 
You have to create it by your own work. We are 
trying to do it, and you will find Jews working here 
in trades in which you will find Jews nowhere else 
in the entire world, in fields and factories, in quarries, 
and everywhere. 

By Jewish commonwealth we mean a Jewish econ- 
omy, Jewish agriculture, industry, seafaring trades, 
fishing. Independence means first of all that you have 
created yourself, you made yourself independent by 
your labor and by your economy and by your culture. 
We don’t want to say that this is our country because 
we conquered it, but because we made it. We remade 
it; we recreated it. That is what we are trying to do, 
and you will see it wherever you go. You cannot have 
a Jewish commonwealth without a great, continuous, 
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constructive effort on land, on sea, in fields and fac- 
tories. A Jewish commonwealth also means Jewish 


culture and Jewish language. If you had come here 


forty years ago and I were to tell you that we were 
going to revive the Hebrew language and make it 
a spoken language, a language of work and trade, 
of industry and the schools, of science and art, you 
would have said we were mad, it couldn’t be done, it 
is a dead language, it is an old language, it hasn’t 
all the modern words. Well,’ it was done, and those 
Jews who came from America and England and 
Canada and Russia and Poland and Persia and 
Yemen, with all their many languages, they now 
speak Hebrew. We have educated their children in 
Hebrew, and this is now the modern tongue of our 
children and of our grandchildren. 

We don’t believe that men live on bread alone, 
and we are trying to create a Jewish society based 
on high intellectual, scientific, cultural and artistic 
values. 

There are two Hebrew theatres in this country. 
There is a Palestine orchestra; there is an opera; there 
are scientific institutes. | wonder whether anywhere 
else are so many books published in relation to the 
size of population. We are a people who have prac- 
ticed for 2,500 years universal education, and we had 
to and did satisfy needs of this order in our own 
language. 

A Jewish state means Jewish securitv. If a Jew 
elsewhere in the world lacks anything it is security, 
and he is entitled to the feeling of security. Why? 
Because even if he is safe, he is not safe by himself. 
Somebody else provides for his security. Well, we 
want to provide for our own security. 

I came to Palestine forty years ago and I went to 
work in Sejera, a little village in Galilee. I was never 
a worker nor a farmer before and I had to learn two 
things at once, to handle a plow and a rifle. I had to 
provide for my security, for the security of the village, 
and I went to work in the fields of Sejera with a rifle 
on my shoulders. We had a special organization 
called Hashomer to keep watch. There were very 
few of us and we were attacked from time to time. 
... But when we went out to work in the field with 
a rifle, we also tried to make friends with our neigh- 
bors. It wasn’t easy. I don’t know what the reasons 
were for attacking us. They sometimes attacked 
others too, but us more. They have a great contempt 
for people who are afraid. They learned to know we 
were not like that, that we could take care of our- 
selves, and they respected us. We made an effort 
to win their friendship, and in many cases we suc- 
ceeded, and we are making this effort all the time, 
in all our settlements, to maintain the best human 
relations with our neighbors, the Arabs. Even if some- 
times they attack us, we forget. We want to remem- 
ber the good things, not the bad. But we had to pro- 
vide for our own security because we came here to 
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take care of ourselves. We never gave up our defense 
weapons, and they were never used in our hands 
against anybody, only for our protection. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: May I ask you how 
much longer you will be? 

A. I think it will take me another fifteen minutes. 


JUDGE HUTCHESON: So we will know 
whether we will have time to ask you some questions. 

A. I am sure you will have time to ask me 
questions. 

Jewish independence means to make our own 
laws, to live according to our own needs, desires, 
and ideas of life, and we have ideals of life... . 

We are trying to build up a new society, a free 
society based on justice, on humane justice, on 
the highest intellectual and moral standards. If you 
will have time to visit our agricultural settlements, 
you will find some of that spirit there. Therefore, 
and for another reason which I will give you, we 
want Jewish independence. 


The Place of the Jewish Agency 


We are building a Jewish state for two reasons. 
One is in order to enable us to live our own lives, 
and the other is to help solve the great, tragic, his- 
toric problem of the Jewish people in the world. 
Because, Sir, only a Jewish state will be able to build 
a Jewish National Home. We need the state in order 
to continue building the National Home for the 
Jewish people, for those Jews who for one reason 
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or another will have need to come out here just as 
we came out here. 

We began building the Jewish National Home 
under the Turkish regime. Iam not going to describe 
it. We continued it under the British Mandate, and 
I am not going to describe the British Mandate nor 
to make any complaints. But we learned from experi- 
ence, I wouldn’t say bitter experience, but from 
experience, that no foreign administration, even of 
the best friends of the Jews and of the National 
Home, is able to carry out thet function of building 
up a National Home for the Jewish people and 
bringing those Jews who want and have a right to 
come to it. It is a function that requires a fuil identi- 
fication with the purpose, and you cannot expect the 
devotion and love from the best of the peoples—and 
I don’t consider the British to be the worst—which 
is required to build up a Jewish National Home. This 
can be done only by Jews. Not that we are more 
able. Oh, no. I know what the British people have 
done in many countries, in Canada and New Zea- 
land and Australia and others. 

Even then, I understand, some English people 
in America some 150 years ago revolted against the 
British administration. They made war on them. It 
was their own people. They thought that this admin- 
istration, coming from London, could not satisfy 
the needs of the English settlers in America, and they 
made war on King George. Well, really it would be 
too much to expect that what they couldn't do for 
their own kin in America they would be able to 
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do for the Jew. It is not a general function of colonial 
administration, in which they are very able. It is a 
dynamic function; it is a constructive function, a 
creative one beset with great difficulties. 

They are our own difficulties, and require not 
only knowledge but something more. It requires 
devotion and love. Not every woman can educate a 
child, but you can trust every child to its mother’s 
care. 

Therefore, we ask that the Jewish Agency, which 
means the Jewish people themselves, be authorized 
to conduct this business of immigration. They know 
the needs and the possibilities. They should be au- 
thorized according to the Mandate, I think Article 11 
of the Mandate, to develop the country to its full 
possibilities, in agriculture and industry, for the bene- 
fit of all the people here and for those Jews who 
want and are entitled to come to their home. Only 
we are able to do it. 

Our aim is not a majority, sir. A majority is not 
a solution of our problem. It isn’t the numerical 
relationship between ourselves and the non-Jews in 
Palestine. That is incidental. The number of Jews 
who have the need to come back is much, much big- 


‘ger. The majority is a stage, a very important one 


but not final. You need that to establish effectively 
the commonwealth, but then we will have to con- 
tinue because we need then to build a National 
Home. The state will have two functions: one, the 
function of caring for the welfare of the people of 
this country, all of them, without any difference, to 
work for their welfare and to raise them higher and 
higher economically, socially, intellectually. An- 
other function is to build a National Home. We will 
have to treat our Arab neighbors on an equal plane 
with the Jews, but make every effort to help them 
preserve their Arab characteristics, their language, 
their Arab culture, their Arab religion, their Arab 
way of life, to bring them to equality socially, eco- 
nomically, politically, intellectually by raising up 
everyone, Jews and others. 


The Arabs 


We are not afraid of the present tragic conflict 
between us and the Arabs. It is a passing thing. We 
are an old peop. 7nd we have seen many, many 
changes in the world, small and big, and we never 
accept a position if it is bad; it will change. I know 
that the Arabs, at least some of them, don’t want us 
to return, and I understand it. I am convinced that 
their position is futile, but it is natural. 

I heard two arguments given against the Jewish 
state by our Arab neighbors. One was given, I be- 
lieve, in London by the Chairman of the Chamber 
of Deputies, Faris Bey el-Khoury. I believe it was 
Dr. Aydelotte who asked him, “Why are you afraid 
of this little Jewish state? Is it a threat to the secu- 
rity of the Arab big states and of the Arab people?” 
And this is what he answered, “Yes, a state like that 
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is small in its area, but it would depend upon fifteen 
or sixteen millions of rich, qualified, able peop‘e out- 
side who would always help in everything. It will be 
sufficiently strong to threaten peace and security.” 
Then in Cairo a representative of another Arab 
state said just the opposite. “You cannot have a Jew- 
ish state. We will destroy it.” Something like that, 
I haven't got the actual words. “We will destroy it. 
It will have to depend on British bayonets.” 

I think neither argument is very serious. I don’t 
attach great importance either to the threat or to 
the fear, both are without foundation. As to the 
threat, we will take care of ourselves. We did it when 
we were few, and I could tell you many, many 
stories of sixty years ago and forty years ago and 
twenty years ago. Perhaps you have heard about Tel 
Khai. I am not going to take your time now. We will 
take care of ourselves. But still less is there any 
foundation for fear that the Jewish state will threaten 
the mighty Arab nations, some forty millions or 
more. I have more respect for the Arabs than 
I find in that answer by that gentleman. They, 
too, will take care of themselves. There is nothing 
to be feared and there is nothing to the threats, and 
we certainly will not be affected by either threats 
or by fear. 

There is tension between us and the Arabs now. It 
is very unfortunate. But it is a passing thing. It is not 
a danger. We can be of great help to them as they 
can be of great help to us. I believe we need each 
other. We have something to offer each other as 
equals, only as equals. . . . There will be not only 
peace between us and Arabs, there will be an alliance 
between us and Arabs, there will be friendship. It 
is a historical necessity, just as the Jewish state is a 
historical necessity. It is a moral, political and eco- 
nomic necessity. 

We are here as of right. We will not renounce 
Zion, as we never renounce Jewish ideals, what- 
ever the price may be, and we will not renounce a 
Jewish commonwealth. . . . But just as I am con- 
vinced there will be a Jewish commonwealth, so I 
am convinced there will be not only peace but friend- 
ship—permanent, true friendship. 

It was Mr. Crossman who in London asked a Jew- 
ish witness a rather difficult question: 

If you had the choice of getting 100,000 refugees 
from Germany to Palestine by giving up the Jewish 
State, which would you do? 

That gentleman couldn’t answer that question for 
his personal reasons. I want to answer it. It is my 
belief that every human is a man in himself, who 
has ideals which he cherishes. I will not sacrifice 
another fellow. I will do what my ideal demands 
myself, but I will sacrifice nobody else for my ideal. 
If that question were put to the 100,000 refugees 
in Germany—well, they are there, and you know 
how anxiously they are waiting to go home. If you 
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would ask whether they are willing to buy the certifi- 
cates to Palestine, as you call it, by renouncing Jewish 
independence and a Jewish Commonwealth, I am 
certain they would give you this reply. If you will 
excuse me, it will take another five minutes to answer 
the question by a question. I hope you will allow 
me to do it. 

Suppose Hitler had in his hand 100,000 English- 
men—prisoners—and he told Mr. Churchill, either 
you give me the British Navy or we will slaughter 
all these 100,000 Englishmen. Would you ask Mr. 
Churchill this question? 

I know what those 100,000 Englishmen would 
answer. Wouldn’t they die gladly rather than re- 
nounce the British Navy? 

I was in England, sir, in the darkest hour of this 
war, when France collapsed, when there was a real 
danger of invasion, when there was only a small 
British Army in England. I was there in the blsz 
when Nazi planes were raiding England. They fired 
every night, and the British people took it. I saw 
the common people in the underground. I saw the 
taxi drivers; I saw the workers. They were not afraid. 
Many of them were bombed and were killed. But I 
saw people for whom their country and their free- 
dom was dearer than their life. 

Why do you think that we are different? There 
are things that are dearer to us than our lives—and 
we love life. The Jewish religion was never an ascetic 
religion; we don’t despise life; we cherish life. But 
we are not going to renounce our ideal of freedom 
for ourselves, and other Jews, even if we have to 
pay a price—and there are hundreds of thousands 
of Jews, Mr. Crossman, both in this country and in 
others, who will give up their lives, if necessary, for 
Jewish independence—for Zion. 

Now, sir, for one minute or two I want to say a 
few words to the Arabs who are here and who are 
not here. What I want to say to them is this: 

The conflict between us today is the most tragic, 
for it is in a way a family conflict. But it will not 
last long. The work of our generation, we shall carry 
out, even if the obstacles in our path increase, for it 
is to us a matter of life and death. We are returning 
to our country as of right. It is your wish that this 
land, too, should be Arab. Perhaps it is a natural 
desire. Many of you prefer a poor Arab country to 
a prosperous Jewish country. That does you honor, 
but we are not strangers to this land. It always has 
been and remains forever—our historic homeland. 
History has decreed that we should return to our 
country and re-establish here a Jewish State, and a 
Jewish State will be established. Many of you know 
it as well as we. 

In the name of the Jewish people, I say to you: 
Even though you are still opposing us, we want you 
to know that you have not throughout the entire 
world a more loyal and useful friend than the Jewish 
people. We will build our country on the foundations 
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of Jewish prosperity and peace. The closer and more 
quickly we draw together, the better it will be for us 
and for you. The Jewish people and the Arab people 
need each other in the fashioning of their future as 
free peoples in this part of the world. 

We are convinced, with the revival of the Jewish 
State on the one hand, and independent Arab unity 
on the other, we shall be able to cooperate closely 
in a spirit of mutual aid, in a true covenant of 
brothers. 

I am finished, sir, and I thank you for your at- 
tention. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: Thank you for your 
speech and for your finish! For myself, I don’t wish 
at this time to ask any questions. Unless something 
is suggested by other Members of the Committee, 
I will not ask any questions. .. . 

MANNINGHAM-BULLER: You said something 
about attempts being made to lock up 30,000 Jews 
in Poland at the present time. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I didn’t get what you meant by that. 

A. I will tell you. I was in Germany recently, and 
I met Jews fleeing from Poland, and they told me 
that attempts are being made by different administra- 
tions not to let them flee from Poland. 

Q. By which administrations? 

A. You know what is going on in Europe now. 
You cannot tell whether it is one government or the 
other. There are administrations which I would pre- 
fer not to mention. 

Q. Is the Polish government making any attempt? 

A. I wouldn’t say the Polish government. I had 
talks with representatives of the Polish government, 
and they told me, while they were trying to protect 
the lives of the Jews there, they understood their posi- 
tion. ... But they have to cross a great number of 
frontiers there, and there are difficulties. 

Q. Your general thesis is this: that throughout 
Europe, at least, where there are two groups and the 
Jews are a minority group, that is bound to lead to 
oppression of the Jews, is that right? ... 

A. It may lead; I don’t say it must or it will; it 
may anywhere in the world. 

Q. But if you have two groups in Palestine, with 
a Jewish majority, it would not happen with a Jew- 
ish State. 

A. It would not. 

Q. And what about oppression of an Arab 
minority? 

A. I can answer this very simply, and I will ex- 
plain why. Because happily, that minority would be 
in such a position that it could never be oppressed. 
It is a small fraction of a great people who are inde- 
pendent, and it has in the neighboring states such 
support that it cannot be oppressed, even if you sup- 
pose Jews to be the worst people in the world... . 
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Q. The Peel Report contains this sentence, refer- 
ring to the Jewish Agency. 

“The Agency is obviously not a governing body; 
it can only advise and cooperate in a certain wide 
field. But, allied as it is with the Va’ad Leumi, and 
commanding the allegiance of the great majority of 
Jews in Palestine, it unquestionably exercises, both 
in Jerusalem and in London, a considerable influence 
on the conduct of the Government.” 

It would be equally true to say, would it not, today, 
that as it was in 1936, you are allied with the Va'ad 
Leumi and you command the allegiance of the great 
majority of Jews in Palestine? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I also assume that you entirely agreed with the 
expressions of Dr. Weizmann when he said to us the 
other day that he hated political violence and that 
he was uncompromisingly against it. 

A. Yes, sir; I heard him and I associate myself 
fully with that. 

Q. And it could only do us harm; it can never 
do us any good; and whatever is in my power to 
stop it should be done and will be done. 

A. I associate myself fully with that. 

Q. Can you tell me, in view of the allegiance of 
the great majority of Jews in Palestine to the Jewish 
Agency and in view of your association with Dr. 
Weizmann’s remarks, what active steps the Jewish 
Agency have taken in that direction? 

A. Yes, sir, a great number of steps, until we un- 
fortunately had to give it up, because it is futile. I 
would like you to get the facts from the Administra- 
tion in Palestine. . . . you will get from them all the 
facts of how we cooperated until, unfortunately, it 
became useless. 

Q. When did it become useless, in your view? 

A. It became useless in our view when the war 
was over and when we had every reason to believe 
that that “mortal blow” would be undone and that 
our tortured people would be able to go home—that 
all this would be done by a Government whose 
members had condemned the White Paper in the 
most violent terms as a discrimination and a breach 
of faith—Mr. Morrison, President of the Council, 
and Mr. Attlee, the Prime Minister, and the other 
members of the Government. .. . 

Q. I don’t want to go into any discussion about 
the White Paper, but rather, I want to get my mind 
clear as to what you are now saying. Do I understand 
—and correct me if I’m wrong—that since the war 
ended, the Jewish Agency have given up the task of 
seeking to cooperate with the Administration here 
in preventing political violence? 

A. We cannot do it because, as I told you, it is 
futile, sir. It is futile. 

Q. What active steps did the Jewish Agency take 
before the war ended to prevent politica] violence? 

A. Well, I told you that you can get these facts 
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from the administration. I am sure they can give you 
the facts. 

Q. Couldn’t you give us them? ... 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: Just a moment. I think 
the Chairman is entitled to rule that he has referred 
to the government. He didn’t testify on that matter 
and it isn’t necessary for him to go into detail about 
it now. If you wish to ask him to address himself to 
that matter or get documents from other people, all 
right, but I don’t think it is within the scope of 
cross-examination to have him detail that matter 
which he didn’t bring out at all. 

Q. Mr. Chairman, I am not attempting to cross- 
examine Mr. Ben Gurion. I am inviting the help 
which he offered to give clear my mind as to what 
happened. 

A. I don’t mind being cross-examined if only I 
can give information. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: If you wish to make 
some specific request as to what he has done or is 
doing at the present time, I see no objection, but I 
think the matter of all that with regard to the Jewish 
Agency should be brought out in more detail at some 
other time. 

MR. MANNINGHAM-BULLER: But, Mr. Chair- 
man, I understood Mr. Ben Gurion was the Chair- 
man of the Executive Council of the Jewish Agency. 

A. Yes, sir, I am still, until the next Congress. 

Q. I am certainly not going to pursue this matter 
in view of the fact you referred me to that source. 

A Te we... 

MR. CROSSMAN: . . . I would like to keep my- 
self clear on some matters which you spoke about in 
your opening speech. The first one is, on three occa- 
sions, I think, you made reference to the security -of 
a Jewish State. I think in the first one you said “We 
will provide it ourselves.” Then later you said “We 
will take care of ourselves.” I would like very much 
to know what that means, and whether that means, 
you as the Chairman hold the view that the com- 
plete withdrawal of the British troops from this area 
would be wholly to the interest of the Jewish com- 
munity here. 

A. I think there are other interests, mind you, 
legitimate interests, why British troops are being held 
here. 

Q. I want the question more clearly answered. I 
wasn’t concerned with the British. 

A. Then I think we are able to take care of our- 
selves. 

Q. And you feel, as Chairman, you would like to 
see the troops withdraw as soon as possible? 

A. I didn’t say that, sir. No, I said I know there 
are other reasons. 

Q. But if there were no other reasons? 

A. I say yes, as far as we are concerned, we will 
take care of ourselves. 

Q. Then there was some evidence of Doctor Weiz- 
mann’s on which I would like to comment. It’s on 
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Page 66, where he said “The Rock of Gibraltar on 
which I build my Zionist policy is absolute coopera- 
tion with Great Britain.” I may be wrong, but I got 
the impression that the inflections of his voice and 
the inflections of yours were slightly different! 

A. Maybe. 

Q. Would you expand on the way in which they 
are? 

A. I will, gladly. I happen to have been, unfor- 
tunately, in this Executive for twelve years. There 
was a time when I had the privilege of not being that. 
I hope soon I may be out. We have been associated 
with that policy for the last forty years, even before 
the Balfour Declaration. This policy was inaugurated 
by the founder of the Zionist Movement, Doctor 
Herzl. And we had a reason for that. It.proved we 
were not wrong altogether. We knew something 
about Great Britain, about their position, about their 
attitude to Jews, and this was our tendency. I hope 
it will remain—but cooperation ought to be coopera- 
tion, a two-sided business and not a one-sided busi- 
ness. You cannot expect us to cooperate with the 
White Paper. 

Q. That brings me to the last problem which I 
wanted to raise with you, which is about the general 
philosophy of Zionism you expressed. I take it [ 
wouldn’t be wrong in thinking you belong to what 
I call the Left Wing or revolutionary philosophy of 
Zionism. 

A. Everything depends on definitions. If you will 
give me an exact definition of what you mean, then 
my answer will be more correct. I don’t know how 
you define it, but as I understand it, yes. But I don’t 
know how you understand it. 

Q. There were many references in your speech to 
defiance of material power and a very moving pas- 
sage about the American Revolution against Eng- 
land, which I suppose had some reference to affairs 
in Palestine. Would you really define your attitude 
on the subject? Do you feel the position has now 
been reached where, as you said, when a human being 
comes to absolute despair, he takes to violence and it 
either goes well or badly? Is it your feeling now that 
that point has been reached? 

A. Now I am afraid that I know your definition 
of revolutionary is violence. This is as I understand 
it. Then I must correct my answer. I am against 
violence. 

Q. No, the question was not about... 

A. I don’t think the case of America applies to 
Palestine. I told you our case is unique in many senses 
—more than I touched on here. 

Q. So your reference to America had no relation 
to the subject? 

A. It had relation to the administration, which is 
not identified with the lives and purposes of the 
people and cannot do its job. 

Q. And the people who were suffering under such 
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an administration would be justified in taking to 


force? 

A. If they have to, they have to. I thought you 
also belonged to that revolutionary tendency in 
England! 

(Laughter ) 

Q. I asked you whether you felt that that situa- 
tion had been reached now. 

A. Well, I think you will provide an answer, 
not we. 

Q. I believe this is a fair question. 

A. As far as we are concerned, the policy is as set 
out by Doctor Weizmann. We want to cooperate, but 
we cannot cooperate. . . . The question is whether 
you want it. We will welcome it. 

Q. That wasn’t quite the question I asked you. It 
was whether you felt that the point had now been 
reached where the free human being, owing to the 
weakness of the administration, had the right and 
the need to take up arms. That is a precise question 
and I would like a precise answer. 

A. I cannot answer it. It depends on what is going 
to happen among you—whether this will continue— 
this policy which was condemned by the moral con- 
science of the civilized world. I hope it will not. I 
cannot assume it will. I know something of the Brit- 
ish people. I don’t know as much as an Englishman, 
but I know something of the movement which 
brought this government to power and I cannot con- 
ceive that it will continue. This is my hope. 

Q. Then to elucidate your thinking, do you feel 
that the point might be reached in the near future, 
if certain things happen? In your reply to Major 
Manningham-Buller, you said you could not control 
your own followers. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. As I understood Major Manningham-Buller’s 
question, it referred to terrorist actions. 

A. I thought you were referring to something else. 
Am I right that you did not refer to the terrorist 
action but to something else which I said? 

Q. I was referring to the taking up of arms in the 
last emergency, which I suppose you can call terrorist 
action. 

A. Well, it depends, yes. 

Q. But your feeling is that when you replied on 
the subject of the Agency being unable any longer to 
assist the Government in suppressing terrorism, that 
wasn’t because of a decision that the revolutionary 
moment had been reached? 

A. No, absolutely not. 

Q. But because you felt you couldn’t any longer 
control your own people? 

A. Yes, that we couldn’t control these people. 
Among our own people there are all kinds. There 
are people whom you can and there are people whom 
you cannot control. 

Q. But owing to the spirit of the population at 
the moment, you could not stamp it out? 
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A. Because of the position, it would be futile if 
we tried to do again what we did. It would bring no 
results. 

Q. So that on that point I do see certain differ- 
ences between you and Doctor Weizmann, who said, 
“I resent them; I hate them; I will fight them.” 

A. There is a Hebrew saying about two prophets. 
I’m certainly not a prophet and cannot speak in the 
same style. I would put it differently. If I had said it, 
I wouldn’t have said it eloquently. My English is 
much poorer than Doctor Weizmann’s. 

Q. I noticed the difference in substance and not 
in style... . 

MR. CRICK: You are aware that the Mandate 
required that the Mandatory Power, in controlling 
immigration, should have regard for the interests of 
the people already in Palestine? 

A. Absolutely. 

Q. Would you agree that that obligation entails 
having some regard for what the people in Palestine 
think to be their interests, as distinguished from what 
the Mandatory Power judges objectively to be their 
interests? 

A. Except one thing. Except their right to deny 
our right to this country. This must not be taken into 
consideration, because otherwise the whole thing is 
nonsense. 

Q. Would you think that provision in the Man- 
date should be carried into any new trusteeship 
which might be arranged by the United Nations 
Organization? 

A. It is only a new name. It will simply replace 
the League of Nations. I don’t want to say the fate 
of the League of Nations will be the fate of the 
United Nations. That depends on factors which I 
don’t know about. It means simply there would be a 
Mandate with a new name and a League of Nations 
with a new name. 

Q. But you would agree that that particular clause 
should have a place in the trusteeship agreement? 

A. Yes, certzinly. 

Q. In that case, would you think it proper that 
the duty of regulating immigration should be taken 
away from whatever country is appointed trustee 
under the powers of the United Nations? 

A. Yes, sir, and I will tell you why. Because we 
will do it better and more faithfully than anybody 
else, because we have these interests which are im- 
plied in Article 6—these vital interests which are to 
us more than they can be to any Mandatory Govern- 
ment. The first part refers to facilitating Jewish im- 
migration and the second part deals with the rights 
of other people in Palestine. We are more interested 
in that than any other Mandatory Government. It is 
our vital interest that the right of the Arab should 
really be preserved; that they should feel and know 
it is so; that our coming here is not at their ex- 
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Q. May I ask you one or two questions about land 
which follow from that? I gather that rather less 
than one-fifth of the Jewish population at the present 
moment is engaged upon the land or depend upon 
the land. 

A. Yes. 

Q. I gather also that you would regard that as due 
to ptirely ordinary factors operating in a modern 
economy? There is nothing particularly unusual 
about it? 

A. I would not say that. I myself would like to 
see more people on the land. I think Dr. Weizmann 
explained that point, and I entirely agree with him. 

Q. The question occurs to me, because in this 
paper of yours on economic absorptive capacity much 
the same proportion is accepted as a basis for cal- 
culating the quantity of land the Jews would need 
to acquire in the process of settling a million people 
in Palestine. 

A. Yes, sir. These things were written by eco- 
nomic experts who proceed according to a certain 
experience and say “This will happen.” I would like 
to see something better happening, and I believe it 
can happen, but these people are hard-boiled. 

Q. May I ask you one or two questions about a 
remark made by Dr. Weizmann on Friday, when he 
very clearly outlined to us that Palestine contained 
three distinct sectors of economy: the Jewish, the 
Arab, and the Government. May I assume that you 
would see advantage to all parties if we could bring 
about an integration of the Jewish and Arab econ- 
omies? 

A. Yes, sir, but this can happen only when there 
is a Jewish commonwealth. 

Q. May I ask you, that being your position, what 
steps you would take from your side in order to bring 
about that integration of the two sectors of economy? 
What positive steps would you take? 

A. I will give you a few instances. At the moment 
I cannot give you an entire programme, but first of 
all I would establish a minimum wage for all workers 
in this country; a decent living wage. 

Q. Would that wage be the same for both Arabs 
and Jews? 

A. That is what I say, a minimum for all workers 
in this country, but a decent living wage; not to bring 
it down but to bring it up for all workers. That is 
the first thing I would do. 

Q. And the next thing? 

A. Next I would improve the sanitary conditions, 
the health conditions, of the people in this country. 
I would open schools. We shall be able to do it when 
we shall be in charge of the country, and we will 
do it. 

MR. BUXTON: There are two or three questions 
I would like to ask, Mr. Ben Gurion, one of which 
you or your associates may think it improper that 
you should answer. In referring to the British mili- 
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tary forces in Palestine, on the question of the num- 
ber necessary to secure domestic peace, you referred 
to other interests than yours. Would you care to 
specify what those other interests are? 

A. You mean the other interests in Palestine? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I can give you a few instances, yes. I consider 
the most important interests in Palestine are the 
Jewish and Arab interests, but there are other in- 
terests. There are religious interests; there are the 
British interests; there are the interests of the Holy 
Places; there are the interests of the Christian re- 
ligions; there are the interests of pilgrims; there are 
a great number of interests which I can enumerate. 
If you will give me some time I can give you a 
memorandum on that. 

Q. Certainly large numbers of armed men and 
block-houses are not necessary to protect those in- 
terests. 

A. No, I do not think so. 

Q. What interests have you in mind where a mili- 
tary force is necessary? 

A. I must leave that to Mr. Crossman. He told 
me I should not discuss British interests, and he is 
right, because I am ‘not supposed to know them, and 
no Britisher would accept my view on British in- 
terests, but I take it there are those interests. I con- 
sider them legitimate, but I must leave them to you, 
sir. 

Q. I am not implying that they are illegitimate, 
but I am curious to know what they are. 

A. You should not really question me; I am only 
the poor Chairman of the Jewish Agency. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: I should like to say, I do 
not think it relevant at all to the Inquiry unless you 
think that those interests are in some way interfer- 
ing with what you are trying to do, and you do not 
say you think they are. I do not think it is for the 
Committee to go into the question of what British 
interests are, in this or any other part of the world. 
You may appeal from the ruling of the Chair, but 
I consider that has nothing to do with this part of 
our inquiry. 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: There has been no 
appeal for any ruling, as far as I know. The witness 
has something to say with regard to British interests. 
I do not think there is any British member of the 
Committee or anyone else who would mind whether 
we spoke of British interests or any other interests. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: All I am saying is that 
as Chairman of this Committee I rule that the ques- 
tion of what interests are concerned, whether British 
of American or any other interests, is not a matter 
for this Inquiry. I recognize that the Chair can be 
overruled, but unless it is, that is my . ‘ing. 

MR. JUSTICE SINGLETON: The only remark 
so far has been as to British interests. 

MR. BUXTON: If I may say so, Sir John, as I 
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asked the question, I am quite willing to discontinue 
questioning on that line. I accept your ruling, Mr. 
Chairman. There is another question, Mr. Ben 
Gurion, on which I should like illumination. A great 
deal has been said about the Jewish Agency in refer- 
ence to immigration, but I should like to ask you a 
question in regard to emigration. A large number of 
skilled artisans have come to Palestine in the last 
year or two, especially to engage in war work, and 
previously to that to engage in diamond cutting. It 
has been brought to my attention by two persons 
that the Jewish Agency is now using pressure, im- 
proper pressure, to prevent the emigration from Pal- 
estine of trained workmen who wish to go back to 
Europe. Do you know of any such activities on the 
part of the Jewish Agency in Palestine? 

A. This is the first time in my life, sir, that I have 
heard of such a story. I would like to get instances of 
this. 

Q. There is no such activity taking place, as far as 
you know? 

A. Not as far as I know, or as the Jewish Agency 
knows. 

Q. You probably would know if there were such 
efforts. 

A. I certainly would. 

Q. The Jewish Agency has no say at all as to who 
shall leave Palestine unless somebody wants to bor- 
row money from them to get out of Palestine? 

A. We have not even a say as to who should 
come, unless he wants to come himself, and we cer- 
tainly like Jews to come, but unless a Jew wants to 
come we have no say in it, whether he should come 
or not. 

SIR FREDERICK LEGGETT: To continue on 
that point, Mr. Ben Gurion, we did meet in Europe 
statements from governments that letters had been 
received from Jewish residents in this country saying 
they were being prevented from leaving this country. 

A. That they were being prevented? 

Q. That they were being prevented from leaving 
this country and returning to those countries. Can 
you tell us what would be the agency or power which 
would prevent Jews from leaving this country to go 
to other countries? , 

A. I believe I know something of the Agency and 
its so-called powers. I do not see what power it has, 
nor do I see how it can do it, nor why it should do 
it. If a Jew wants to leave Palestine, I think it is 
better for himself and everyone else that he should 
leave. — 

Q.. I should have thought that, but is there any 
other influence or power, do you think, that is pre- 
venting these people, in a fairly substantial number, 
if letters are to be believed, from leaving this country? 

A. Sir, I know only of the power preventing Jews 
from coming to Palestine. I know of no power pre- 
venting Jews from leaving Palestine, either Jews or 
non-Jews. 


61 


THE NATIONAL 
CASH REGISTER 


COMPANY 


40 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 














Gastonia Combed Yarn Corp. 


w 


GASTONIA 


North Carolina 




















Compliments of 


FORDHAM TIRE COMPANY 


561 EAST FORDHAM ROAD 
BRONX, N. Y. 




















Compliments from the Makers of 
ZION MEAT PRODUCTS 


ZION NATIONAL : 
KOSHER SAUSAGE FACTORY, Inc. | 


BRONX, NEW YORK 


EMULSNASSLLAMRMSLEUEASUNODUERAREDOL AOL LERN LALLA OSM 

















62 


American 
Safety Table Co., Inc. 


8th and OLEY STREETS 


Reading, Pa. 











PLYMOUTH CAFETERIA 


101 HENRY STREET 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

















METZGER & COHEN 


500 SEVENTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY 














JEWISH SANATORIUM AND HOSPITAL 
FOR CHRONIC DISEASES 


ISAAC ALBERT, President 


EAST 49th STREET and RUTLAND ROAD 
Brooklyn 3, N. Y. - SLocum 6-9700 











TRADE BANK & TRUST CO. 
7th AVENUE and 36th STREET 
2nd AVENUE and 4th STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 














INDUSTRIAL SYNTHETICS 


60 WOOLSEY STREET 
IRVING, N. J. 

















CROWN MILLS 


MARCELLUS, N. Y. 














JEWISH FRONTIER 


Q. We are left in a difficult position, because we 
know of actual letters from Jews in this country who 
wished to return to countries in Europe. 

A. Well, sir, I think you should invite those Jews 
to give evidence. Why not invite them? They will 
come to you and tell you. Invite them to give evi- 
dence in camera and you will get their evidence. I 
think you should ask for it . 

_ It may be that that will be done. 

. because I know there is no power to do 
ro 

Q. We assure you we are endeavoring to get the 
actual facts for the good of everybody. 

A. I appreciate that. 

Q. And if there are in existence a good many 
communications from Jews who wish to return to 
those countries, we cannot laugh it off; we ought 


seriously to get to the bottom of it for the sake of . 


this free society of which you have told us. 

A. I can assure you that we shall be grateful if 
you will get at the facts, and if there are such facts, 
you should know them. 

Q. The only other point I would put to you is 
this: I am sure you will agree, although it was the 
subject of great laughter among the audience here, 
that these measures which day by day threaten the 
lives of soldiers and other people are not things to 
be laughed at? 

A. No, sir. I can tell you one thing: our children 
are comrades in arms with these soldiers, and there 
is nO one more dear to us than a British or American 
or any other soldier who fought in this war. 

Q. I am sure of that. 

A. ... and our children are with them. Nothing 
pains us more than some of these people suffering; 
nothing pains us as much. 

MR. McDONALD: I have just one question, Mr. 
Chairman. Possibly Mr. Ben Gurion will prefer to 
answer it in written form, if it has not already been 
covered in some of the documents submitted. I will 
read it because I am anxious to have it put quite as 
I meant to put it to you. Pending a possible decision 
by the proper authorities about the establishment or 
the non-establishment of a Jewish State, what 
changes, if any, would you favor in the constitution, 
the powers, and the functions of the Jewish Agency? 
Perhaps you would prefer to answer in writing? It 
is a long question and rather involved. 

JUDGE HUTCHESON: It is a very good ques- 
tion. 

MR. BUXTON: Excellent. 

A. Sir, I think I will answer it in writing, but I 
will say, very briefly, I would not say it is necessary 
to change the Mandate. In my view it is not neces- 
sary to change it at all, but under the Mandate, 
it is possible that the Jewish Agency should have 
authority to regulate immigration, especially on 
terms agreed between us and the Mandatory Power, 
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and this is a reply to your question, because I under- 
stand you must have some certain economic tests. 
The best plan, I would agree, would be 
to to bring over a certain number of people and that 
we should regulate because we know their needs. 
The second thing is that we should be vested 
with authority under Article 11, also on an agreed 
plan; not that we should be given everything we 
want, but there should be an agreed plan for the 
maximum development of the country in the shortest 
possible time, both for raising the economic level of 
the Jews and Arabs, and making it possible for new 
settlers to come in large numbers. 
Q. Do you think the document already submitted 
gives that answer? 


A. I think so, more or less. Certainly we should 
be happy to supply you with a more detailed memo- 
randum than that, if the question is not sufficiently 
covered in the existing memorandum. 


LORD MORRISON: You will be very pleased 
to know that the questions have been completed 
through the whole circle of the table, and we now 
come to the fellow at the bottom of the class, and I 
will not detain you for very long. As you know, we 
have been moving around part of the world and ask- 
ing a great many questions of a great many people, 
but what perhaps you do not know is that a great 
many people have been asking questions of us, and 
the one to which I should like to direct your atten- 
tion, and ask if you could perhaps get your Agency 
to give some information, is one that I have been 
asked scores of times. I might read out what came to 
my notice this morning in the local newspaper, The 
Palestine Post, on the back page, and I will read two 
quotations to show you what I am trying to ascer- 
tain. It is from The Palestine Post, “Kibbutz Buchen- 
wald Diary.” 

“July 25. 

A representative of UNRRA visited us. 

She said that the Jewish Agency in Paris 

had set aside immigration certificates for 

our Kibbutz, for Palestine.” 
and a little later on in the Diary, from someone 
else’s contribution, it said: 

“July 15. 

Last night Rabbi Marcus arrived. ... (He) 
informed us that in the Jewish Agency in 
Paris there were already seventy certificates 
set aside for our Kibbutz in the first allot- 
ment of 500 certificates soon to be re- 
ceived, but we were asked to remain where 
we were until the certificates should arrive. 
We asked how long this might be, and the 
Rabbi answered perhaps six weeks. 
This was the most important news he had 
for us.” 
What we found wherever we went was there were 
a great number of people, particularly young people, 
who seemed to be uncertain, and what I am endeav- 
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oring to get at is this: You take young Mr. A. B., a 
young fellow, or a young woman. How are the actual 
names selected? I am not talking about numbers, 
but when you get the numbers and you have to allo- 
cate them. I gathered from something you said your 
representatives are now going into different parts of 
Europe—what I wondered was if the Agency could 
give us some information as to how this comes down 
to the actual person, and whether they have to apply, 
or how they are dealt with. What is the preference 
that they get? Are there special preferences for 
orphan children who have lost both parents, and are 
there special preferences for people without relatives 
living? Are there special privileges for people who 
have very deep religious desires to come here? In 
short, how does the figure come down to the actual 
person? If you could give us some information about 
that it would be very helpful. I do not know if you 
want to answer now. Arising from that is this im- 
portant point, to me: This Committee found its work 
very, very difficult, because, as you know quite well, 
there is a constant movement going on in Europe 
from camp to camp; people who are in one camp 
one week are in another camp the next, and there- 
fore I would like to know what is the opinion of the 
Jewish Agency as to whether, in certain places where 
people’s lives are no longer threatened, there could 
not be something of a standstill order, so that they 
could stay long enough to try and get this problem 
sorted out. There is one final point arising out of the 
same thing. There seems to be a feeling amongst 
some people that if they will only come as far down 
Europe as possible they are gaining an advantage, 
and otherwise getting in front of the others, and cor- 
respondingly those who stay behind and wait for 
their turn are going to—excuse the expression—miss 
the boat by staying behind and being patient while 
the others get away. I would like to get the opinion 
of the Agency on that kind of thing, because it does 
seem to me that that might result in people who are 
less deserving and less patient getting here before 
the more deserving and more patient people. 


A. I would say there is the question of the very 
difficult living conditions also to be taken into ac- 
count. We have a small number of certificates and a 
large number of people. Before the war we had train- 
ing centres in all the countries for young people. 
They learned to work, they learned agricultural work, 
they learned Hebrew; they did this for several years, 
and we had hundreds of thousands of such people 
training, and, say, only 10,000 certificates, so we 
chose those who had the longest training and the 
best training, and they were sent out and the others 
had to wait. We had to make this selection, and we 
selected the best people through the different kinds 
of tests. Now it is terribly difficult, for the reasons 
you know, but also now we are trying to work out a 
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system, and we shall be glad to supply you with 
information as to how it works. 


JUDGE HUTCHESON: I would just like to ask 
you one question, which follows on from Sir Fred- 
erick Leggett’s questions, and that is as to whether 
there are people who wish to leave Palestine and 
who feel that in some way or other they are being 
prevented, because in my file I have a memorandum 
of that kind which was sent me whilst I was in the 
States, and I am still carrying it around, and I know 
these complaints are being made. I am not asking 
you whether they are being soundly made, or un- 
soundly made; whether these people are telling the 
truth when they are saying they are interfered with, 
or not; I just want to ask you this qustion: Is there 
any action of any kind on the part of the Jewish 
Agency, or of certain of its volatile supporters, to try 
to prevent, by disturbance, or by intimidation or in 
any other way, people from leaving Palestine, be- 
cause they think it may be a confession of weakness 
of their cause? That is the point I want to ask you. 
Has the Agency discovered anything of that kind? 


A. I can assure you not only on behalf of the 
Agency, but of all the other Associations—which I 
know very well—the Manufacturers’ Federation, the 
Labor Federation, and so on, as far as they are con- 
cerned it has no foundation. A young fellow of nine- 
teen tried to go to Palestine some forty years ago—it 
was myself. I came to Odessa to the leaders of the 
movement—it was not the Jewish Agency then. They 
laughed at me and told me not to go. I did go. I do 
not believe that any Jew comes to Palestine because 
someone is pushing him. I do not believe that any 
Jew who wants to leave, does not leave because 
somebody does not let him. It is not easy to keep a 
Jew here if he wants to go away. 

Q. As far as you know the Jewish Agency does 
not discourage them? 

A. No, as far as I know. 

Q. There is no policy of any kind which dis- 
courages people from leaving if they want to, or is 
advising them to stay? 

A. The Agency has nothing to do with it. 

Q. I might advise somebody; I might not have 
any authority, but I might say, “Don’t do this,” or 
“Don’t do the other,” and I would like your opinion 
as to whether your Agency or any other institution 
is doing anything to discourage them. As I under- 
stand you, there is no movement here trying to make 
people stay here if they do not want to stay? 

A. If anyone wants to leave he is free to leave; 
nobody will keep him here. 

Q. I will tell that to these people who have been 
writing to me, that they can go? 

A. Yes, but do not tell them that I am sending 
them away. ... 
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THE CLASH IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


THE NEW STATESMAN AND NATION, 
British Socialist weekly, carries the 
following editorial item in its Feb- 
ruary 16 issue. The editor of the NEW 
STATESMAN is Kingsley Martin, au- 
thor of the high-pitched letter to Max 
Lerner defending Gen. Morgan and 
Britain generally on the score of their 
Jewish policy. One of the contributors 
is R. H. S. Crossman, a member of the 
Inquiry Committee. 


. . . Col. Lawrence’s ideal was that 
Britain should remain sole mistress of 
the Middle East, friend and protectress 
of the Arab world. Although this ideal 
came to grief in Paris and San Remo, 
in Syria and Palestine, it continued to 
exercise powerful fascination over the 
minds of a number of British officials, 
who at last got their chance in 1941. 
The low ebb of British prestige in the 
Middle East as a result of military re- 
verses early in the war, when the ma- 
jority of Arabs were openly pro-Ger- 
man, induced Whitehall to return to 
a positive policy of Arab appeasement. 
To build up British power and please 
the Arabs, the first object of. British 
policy was to eliminate the French. 
The Syrian campaign, fought against 
Vichy with genuine reluctance and 
entire good faith, was afterwards ex- 
ploited in the interests of Syrian “in- 
dependence” and to the detriment of 
the French and of the Lebanese Chris- 
tians. Almost simultaneously, Mr. Eden 
gave in advance the Government's 
blessing to any movement of Arab 
unity having wide support. He was 
still thinking, no doubt, in terms of a 
greater Syria. 


In pursuit of the same dream of an 
Arab Middle East, loyal to the British, 
certain changes were carried out in 
Egypt. On February 4th, 1942, as 
British tanks surrounded Abdin Palace 
in Cairo, Lord Killearn imposed the 
‘Wafdist leader Nahas Pasha upon the 
unhappy King Farouk. Nahas Pasha, 
not long afterwards, undertook to 
sponsor the pan-Arab movement him- 
self, while Egypt suddenly discovered 
affinities with the Arab world. In July, 
1944, the Egyptian Premier invited 
his colleagues from Irak, Transjordan, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, the Lebanon and 
the Yemen to come to Egypt to dis- 
cuss plans.for a League of Arab States. 
These conversations began in Septem- 
ber, and the protocol providing for the 
League was signed on October 7th, the 


pact itself on March 22nd, 1945. The 
first act of the League was to take a 
strong stand against France in the 
Levant, and its second to initiate a 
boycott of the Jews in Palestine. On 
all this the British Embassy in Cairo 
looked benevolently. 

Meanwhile British plans were ma- 
turing in Syria. The Levant States were 
theoretically under a sort of Anglo- 
Free French condominium, but, inas- 
much as the country was occupied by 
the British Ninth Army, there was a 
certain inequality of power. Syria was 
a tempting morsel to offer the Arabs, 
and the French, though there first, had 
long been regarded as incompetent in- 
truders by British officials in the Mid- 
dle East. The tactic for expelling the 
French was simply to support and to 
encourage by every means local nation- 
alist sentiment. Syrian and Lebanese 
independence was brought about with 
little attention to juridical obligations. 

At this period Great Britain acted 
as though France was the only rival, 
leaving out of account the growing 
importance of the U.S.S.R. and the 
new interest of the United States in 
this part of the world. The events of 
November, 1943, in the Lebanon, and 
the Syrian crisis of May, 1945, had the 
effect of eliminating France and of 
leaving Britain’s hands free in the 
Levant. This goal was achieved by 
what was regarded outside Britain as 
a somewhat unsavoury intrigue. One 
result of eliminating the French was 
that minorities which had relied on 
France for protection had to look to 
other Powers. 

The United States backed Britain in 
this anti-French phase of its policy. 
. . . the Americans may not take the 
view, favoured by British policy in the 
past, that the immemorial primitive 
economy of the Arabs is easier to con- 
trol, and therefore more desirable from 
the imperial point of view, than a 
modernised commercial economy such 
as the Jews built in Palestine and some 
of the younger Arabs desire for all 
Arabia. Moreover, the Americans may 
make a different analysis of the results 
of British pro-Arab policy. 

From the Soviet point of view, the 
only conclusion that can be drawn 
from British policy is that it is an ef- 
fort to organise the Middle East 
against the U.S.S.R. They have plenty 
of material to justify this view, just as 
the British can cite much Soviet prop- 
aganda and intrigue to prove that Rus- 
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sian policy is to destroy the British 
Empire. . . . British manoeuvres for 
bringing together the various Arab po- 
tentates can only be interpreted as an 
effort to stabilise the . . . anti-Soviet 
forces throughout the Arab world 
against the Soviet Union. Russia, on 
her side, has already found it easy to 
win the favor of minority groups. If 
her object is a subservient Persia and 
a docile Turkey, it is convenient that 
the Armenians already wish to return 
to Russian allegiance, that the Kurds, 
whose territory includes so much valu- 
able oil, readily respond to Russian 
promises to fulfil their national aspira- 
tions; that the Orthodox Greeks, and 
even the Maronite Catholics, both de- 
prived of French protection, are begin- 
ning to look more favourably on the 
Soviet Union. 

Against this background the Syrian 
and Lebanese demand for the with- 
drawal of British and French troops 
is part of the British-Soviet clash in 
the Middle East. In deciding to found 
their future on a presumably anti- 
Soviet Arab bloc, British policy ap- 
pears to us to be founded on sand. The 
Arab League is of no military account; 
its economic resources are small; it is 
beset by internal rivalries; and there 
is not the slightest reason to believe 
that it will remain “loyal” to the Brit- 
ish Empire. It is quite useless at one 
moment to strengthen the Hashimites 
with Transjordanian “independence,” 
and Ibn Saud at the next with an 
Egyptian alliance. It is immaterial 
whether or not the Persian Gulf 
Sheikhdoms join the Arab League: 
whether the Saadabad Pact lives or 
dies. Whatever happens, the Arabs 
will be nationalists and xenophobes, 
and they will know how to extort con- 
cessions from the British. They will 
try to balance their position between 
the two great external forces. Their 
policy will be determined not by love 
for us or hatred of the Russians, but 
by a calculation of the rival forces 
whihc coax and threaten them. 

In our present bid for Arab support 
we British can only go a certain dis- 
tance before we cut our own throats. 
Anglo-American commitments of all 
kinds are such that we cannot offer the 
moon. The Russians can always go one 
better; the Russian appeal will not 
always or mainly. be to Arab princes 
and landowners; its real strength in 
the long run is that it offers the miser- 
ably poor Arab peasants the hope of a 
modernised economy and the end of 
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landlord exploitation. The independ- 
ence which General Spears won for 
Syria and Lebanon is a double-edged 
weapon, and in the long run it means 
the independence of the mass of the 
population, which is likely slowly, very 
slowly, to turn against the West. Al- 
ready the independence of Azerbaijan 
has brought the Soviet camp to within 
150 kilometres of the Kirkuk oilfields. 
Kirkuk itself, and Mosul, too, lie in 
the heart of Kurdistan, a martyr coun- 
try desperate for independence. But 
Kurdish independence would mean 
the end of Irak. If the rising tide of 
pan-Arabism, set in motion by our- 
selves, but now also fostered from 
Moscow, submerges the Jewish estab- 
lishment in Palestine and the Chris- 
tian Lebanon, the only friends whose 
loyalty has never wavered will have 
been sacrificed to the romantic chimera 
of a great Arab union, resuscitating 
the glories of the Caliphate, linked to 
Britain by bonds of gratitude and 
amity. 

This has never been an intelligent 
dream, and it does not take account of 
present reality. It would surely have 
been wiser for both the British and the 
Russians to maintain the original pol- 
icy of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin, 
which was, verbally at least, to accept 
the facts of each other’s power, co- 
operate on the basis of respect for each 
other’s interests, and work together to 
improve the living standards of back- 
ward peoples. 


“PRAYER” 
THIs “PRAYER” was submitted to the 
JEWISH FRONTIER by a reader, Arthur 
Hertzberg, who translated it from the 
Palestinian Journal. HA-OvED HAzi- 
ONI. 


Lord God, where art Thou? 

Out of my distress I called out unto 
Thee—where art Thou? 

From out of the enfolding bottom- 
less pit, from out of the terrifying 
deep darkness, from out of my dread 
of the beast-man and the tragic empti- 
ness of an age-old fate, from out of 
plains pockmarked with graves of my 
brothers, from out of rivers of blood 
and tears, red lines criss-crossing the 
face of the European earth—I raise my 
voice and I cry out: 

Lord God of Israel—reveal Thyself! 

I wallow in the ashes of fathers and 
mothers, I cry out as I beat my head 
against the walls of the burnt-alive, 
at the death-rattle of the shot I bare 
my breast and I shout: 

Lord, great God—give a sign and 
let an end come! Give us a sign and 
let this nightmare end! 

But Thou—art silent. 

Straight downward, then, glides a 
burning tear from the corner of my 
eye and pierces the tablet of my heart. 
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This heart of mine, that had become 
hardened by the tragedies of our time 
and that I thought was stone—one of 
those primeval rocks scattered upon 
the sides of stark cliffs in which the 
darkness dwells—this heart of mine 
breaks now as it is touched by the 
flame of tears. As my heart is shat- 
tered into fragments I am seized by 
the fire of madness and I shout: 

Thou who dwellest on high, canst 
Thou be silent? Are your eyes too dim 
to see? Are your ears too stuffed to 
hear? How could it happen, you grant- 
er of many mercies that when this ter- 
ror came you kept silent, you did not 
stop the hand of destruction? And 
now—why are you so still? Why do 
you sit unmoved on your throne of 
glory in some vague heaven? 

Come down, most high God, come 
down from heights of heaven and 
tread upon man’s earth which is sated 
with the blood of your slaughtered 
children. Come down and wallow, you 
too, in the dust of your despoiled peo- 
ple, which you have chosen and loved. 
Come down and defile the corner of 
your cloak in the blood of babes and 
sucklings. Come down and pass 
through the cities of desolation and 
enter the streets of hunger and plague. 
You will pass by the courts of quak- 
ing terror and of death which gallops 
on the hand of every ticking clock. 
You would come down to the graves 
of brothers which they dug with their 
own hands before they fell and were 
covered by the foreign soil. Look upon 
battered walls, upon which were 
dashed the heads of infants and give 
ear to the cry of the daughters of 
Israel, who sanctify your name. 

Come down, come down to the rot- 
ting swamp, Father merciful and com- 
passionate. Walk beside those who 
step towards execution chambers, bend 
your ear to the cry of the strangled, 
behold the death-agony of those made 
into burnt-offerings. Step, step with 
them, with all of them—with those 
driven face-to-face with destruction in 
their tens of thousands upon this earth 
—which you have created. 

And look upon the children} Upon 
those orphaned and forsaken babies 
who were torn by brute force from the 
arms of their mothers. Hear the mut- 
tering and the complaint, the crying 
and wailing of young children who are 
lost in dark ancient woods. Look upon 
the little ones who have frozen in fields 
of snow and ice. Take pity upon the 
pure souls who in their earliest bloom 
learnt to stretch forth their hands to 
steal, 

Woe, why have you deserted us, 
Lord of the world?—Oh ‘yes, “You 
loved us and you delighted in us”... . 

Please, pardon me that I pour forth 
tears and let fall many entreaties be- 
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fore you. . . . Just look within my 
heart and understand—But you are 
sslent, 

The proud dumbness of your si- 
lence makes me burn with rage. I lift 
up heavenwards my clenched fist and 
with a cry of my gashed throat I bat- 
ter down the walls of shadows. 

No, Master of all the worlds, I shall 
not be like your servant Job, the trust- 
ing, the gracious, who accepted your 
cruel blows with love and resignation. 
No! No! I shall not bend my head to 
your sentence—for the judgment is 
neither true nor righteous! For many 
years I believed in your righteous- 
ness— 

—Justice, Justice shall you pursue— 
so prophesied your prophets. With a 
fond eye they envisioned the day when 
there will arise a shoot from the branch 
of Jesse who will judge the poor in 
justice and whose loins will be gir- 
dled with righteousness. From the bare 
crests of the hills the bearers of your 
word used to descend; from the hot 
desert sands they used to hasten to 
proclaim to the people the word of 
your justice. From the burning thorn- 
bush, from behind the sheep they used 
to come, wild-haired, begirdled with a 
shepherd’s crook in their hand, and 
they used to speak in the gates of the 
city about the end of days, when evil 
and destruction will be no more. 

—But now—when this evil has 
come upon us, why are you silent? 
Where is the world of your justice? 
Have you desired to make a show of 
us for Satan, and to glorify yourself 
by our silence? Has your Spirit again 
yearned to hear the words of submis- 
sion—“The Lord giveth, the Lord 
taketh away, let the Name of the Lord 
be blessed”? —But no! No! Upon my 
soul I have sworn that I will not re- 
peat the words of your servant Job 
and I will not make peace with your 
decree! 

—My spirit goes out to the last 
fighters of the ghettoes, to those pite- 
ous heroes who revolted against the 
fate of slaughtered generations and 
went forth to their deaths in a battle 
of despair against the messengers of 
Satan. My heart shall be with the men 
who chose to die standing and did not 
stretch forth their neck to the slaugh- 
a 
All the bitterness of my wrath and 
flaming anger goes out to the smug 
masters of the globe, who, at the re- 
port of our disaster, filled their mouths 
with water and kept silent. When our 
downfall became exceedingly great 
and our blood cried out from the 
earth—then their mouths dripped 
honey from the honeycombs and with 
saccharine lips they promised us anew 
a world of freedom and peace at the 
end of days—and I knew, that only 





teeaatcearterefersaterenterssteraaterartereaterrstererteranteraatersrterant: 
FSASASISA SISTA SISTA SI ISAS ISS 








P assover Greetings 


from 
ae Bank That Sos the Maia Chit 


We Cordially Invite You to Visit the 
HOME BUYERS EXHIBITION at Our Main Office 
Open During Banking Hours, Second Floor 


Tae Dime SAVINGS BANK OF BROOKLYN 


Fulton Street and DeKalb Avenue, Brooklyn 1, New York 
Flatbush Branch: Avenue J and Coney Island Avenue 
Bensonhurst Branch: 86th Street and 19th Avenue 


MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 











ee 

















®@ It is our hope that 

you may know the happi- 
ness of celebrating it 

with loved ones returned... 
and the gladness of 
dwelling happily 

together in a world 

blessed with peace. 
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PIONEER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 


CALLS UPON EVERY JEWISH WOMAN 
TO STAND UP AND BE COUNTED 


On the eve of the crucial decision of the Anglo-American Committee of 
Inquiry, the whole-hearted support of every American Jewish woman in 
the cause of Labor Palestine is of paramount importance. She must dem- 
onstrate her readiness to end the tragic Odyssey of the Jewish people—by 
aligning herself with progressive women of America, whose program offers 
her the opportunity for constructive participation in the renascence of 


her people. 


Numbers Are of the Essence 


In the grim struggle of the Yishuv in Palestine for national survival, the 
working women, led by the Moatzath Hapoaloth, have played a leading 
role. Their heroic fight to preserve the glorious achievements of Labor 
Palestine for the masses of European Jewry—the builders of the Jewish 
Cooperative Commonwealth of tomorrow—are a source of encouragement 
and inspiration to every thoughtful Jewish woman. 


THE PIONEER in this greatest reconstruction period of Jewish his- 
WOMEN’S tory, joins the 68,000 members of the Moatzath 
ORGANIZATION Hapoaloth in fulfilling the manifold tasks connected 

with the absorption of thousands of Jewish women, 
youth and children into the economic life of Palestine. This program in- 
cludes the following: 


a) to provide thousands of incoming cc) to care for thousands of children and 


women with agricultural and voca- youth coming from European and 
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lying and deceit was in their mouths. 
For the vision that they see is for many 
days hence and for far-off times and 
the justice which they prophesy will 
come after we are destroyed. I find 
myself betrayed and bereft of dreams 
and I cry out: 

Justice?! Have you said justice?!— 
if there is any justice—let it appear 
now! But if you have come to make 
trial of us at cost of the lives of tens 
of thousands of souls in Israel—and 
justice will dwell in your world after 
they are annihilated—let that justice 
of yours be destroyed forever! For- 
ever! For there is only one justice: 

Blood for blood! Annihilation for 
annihilation! 

—I am silent and my breaking heart 
which had become filled with an ocean 
of tears—it suddenly hardens; like 
steel, it becomes cutting and cold and 
wrathful as I cry out: 

Lord of vengeance! 

Revenge the blood of your sons and 
daughters! Shatter to bits the altars of 
Valhalla! Level their cities and towns 
to the ground! Make their land a deso- 
lation! Let the fire billow up from 
their temples! Erase in rivers of blood 
the memory of the Teuton Amalek! 

Uproot, kill, destroy! Let the red 
waves of vengeance break every dam; 
and let them overflow and cover the 
land of Germany! 

Lord of the hosts of Israel! 

Give an avenging sword into the 
hands of your sons and daughters and 
let every one who is found be impaled 
and let every one who is caught fall 
before the sword! 

Retribution and revenge! 

I have glued my blazing eyes to the 
loftiness of your icy heavens, my heart 
which is afire with the flame of hate 
I shall forge into steel on the anvil of 
pain and I shall give ear to the sound 
of your voice calling me: 

But you are—silent. 

Therefore, I shall bow my burning 
head, with my palms I shall cover my 
face and I too shall be silent. And then 
I shall hear a voice whispering softly: 

—lIt is not enough, my son, to la- 
ment and weep. ... Wrath and retri- 
bution are not enough... . 

I direct my gaze towards the face 
of the sea—it is as yesterday or the 
day before. The rays of the sun skip 
over its silvery waves, and the black 
billows begin to whiten like harbin- 
gers of the promised shore. My heart 
which was hard as iron—now it flows 
over, it is terrified and it believes, it 
feels and it hates, it loves and it re- 
joices, it weeps and it is proud. I per- 
ceive that the heart of man is within 
me, the heart of a Hebrew man. 

I envision the sails of redemption 
white against the horizon, they are 
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looking towards and approaching the 
shores of their origin. 

I lift up my last prayer before you 
and I say: 

Lord of mercies! 

Redeem your forsaken people! Save 
your children who are being slaugh- 
tered! Strengthen those who stumble 
and console those who mourn. Take 
revenge from the hand of the war- 
makers! Return the exiles to the in- 
heritance of their ancestors! Lord God, 
watch over Israel! 

—As I spoke thus, I heard your 
voice speaking from within me: 

Get up and act— 

Then I knew that you are, Lord God 
of Israel, one God. As formerly in an- 
cient days you did not reveal yourself 
except in a thin small voice... . I 
know that you walk with us—for you 
did not close your eyes from seeing our 
sins. Now I know. Your heart too is 
filled with tears and it is sighing, it is 
sighing . . . and you are silent. Your 
heart drips blood as it absorbs into it- 
self the blood of the slain of Israel. I 
have seen it, yesterday, in the twilight 
hours, when the sun was setting into 
the waves—the blood of your heart 
was dripping. The outpouring pain of 
Israel was quivering upon the low 
curve of the horizon and was blazing 
like the woe of generations. You sup- 
press the fierce anger of your wrath, 
you hide the sword of vengeance in 
the bosom of fate, you are silent and 
you watt, ; 

Yes, you are waiting that we should 
arise and say: Redeem. 

I arise, girded and armed for the 
battle, and I take the sword of the 
warrior in my right hand and the key 
to the gates of our homeland, the key 
of labor and courage, in my left hand 
and I say: 

—Strengthen me, Lord of the fight- 
ers and redeemers! 

—Send me to the frontline of battle! 

—I am going! 


BOOKS 


Evolution as God 


The Philosophy of 
Samuel Alexander 


ON THE NATURE OF VALUE: THE 
PHILOSOPHY OF SAMUEL ALEX- 
DER, by Milton R. Konvitz, 199 pp. 
New York: King’s Crown Press, 
1946, $2.00. 

Samuel Alexander died in 1938, at 
the age of 79. Most of his life he had 
passed in Manchester, to which he had 
come from Australia, the land of his 
birth. For thirty-one years, from 1893 
to 1924, he had served as professor 
of philosophy in Manchester’s Victoria 
University. For an even longer period, 
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almost to the end of his life, he had 
been active in Jewish affairs, a dis- 
tinguished figure in the community. 
He was also the architect of one of 
the most comprehensive, all-embracing 
systems of philosophy in modern 
times, certainly since Hegel, whom he 
rivals in the sweep and scope of his 
philosophic vision. Milton Konvitz 
has written the first book on Alexan- 
der’s philosophy to appear in English. 
It is a significant work, a lucid, 
thoughtful exposition and critique of a 
crucial aspect of Alexander's system, 
one with which he himself was pre- 
occupied throughout his life— the 
problem of value. 


Alexander’s philosophy is developed 
in its full amplitude in his celebrated 
Gifford Lectures of 1918, published 
two years later under the title of 
Space, Time, and Deity. Reality pre- 
sents itself to him as a process of 
emergent evolution, in which dif- 
ferent levels and orders of being 
spring from, and are superimposed 
hierarchically upon, one another. The 
higher orders, though arising out of 
and dependent upon the lower, can- 
not be reduced to them. At certain 
crucial points in the evolutionary 
process, radically new qualities ap- 
pear, characterizing the newly emer- 
gent level. Whatever explanatory 
scheme may be devised after the fact, 
it is quite impossible to predict #m ad- 
vance the nature of the coming emer- 
gent or its special quality. In this way, 
Alexander hopes to preserve genuine 
novelty in a general pattern of natural- 
istic determinism. 


The primal matrix of reality is 
Space-Time. Out of this four-dimen- 
sional continuum, Matter, the second 
level in the cosmic process, emerges 
in two stages, first as the “mere” mat- 
ter of mechanical interaction possess- 
ing primary qualities only (shape, 
mass, energy), and then as the world 
of objects possessing secondary quali- 
ties such as color, sound, etc. Out of 
matter emerges Life and then from this 
organic matrix comes the still higher 
level of consciousness, Mind. Contem- 
plative knowledge, where the object 
is set over against the mind, and the 
actual experiencing or “enjoying” of 
reality, where there is no inner separa- 
tion and duplication of subject and 
object, are the two forms in which 
mind appears. Beyond mind, and aris- 
ing at its human or reflective stage, is 
the level of Value, the realm of the 
“tertiary qualities” of Truth, Beauty, 
and Goodness, 


But Space-Time is infinitely creative, 
refusing to take final rest at any level. 
Already the universe is straining to 
transcend the levels of mind and value 
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and to achieve the next emergent qual- 
ity, Deity. The misus that gives direc- 
tion and drive to the cosmic process 
is a misus or drive towards Deity. 

This bare sketch does little justice 
to the richness, variety, and intricate 
structure of Alexander’s thought. Nor 
does it suggest the ingenuity of articu- 
lation that gives dynamic unity to the 
complex whole. But it is enough, I 
hope, to indicate the place of value 
in Alexander’s system and thus to de- 
fine the scope and relevance of Dr. 
Konvitz's study. 


* * * 


Dr. Konvitz’s study consists of two 
parts—three introductory chapters con- 
veying the “spirit and logic” of Alex- 
ander’s inquiry and three others ex- 
amining the specific forms of value, 
beauty, goodness and truth. Linking the 
two together is a brief but illuminating 
discussion of “Meaning and Value.” 


In a philosophy such as Alexander's, 
which aspires to reveal the thoroughly 
systematic structure of reality, a theory 
of value must appear as a corollary of 
the basic metaphysics. True to the evo- 
lutionary cast of his thought, Alexan- 
der holds human values to be founded 
on adaptation, the adaptation of the 
mind to other minds and things. When 
adaptation succeeds, there is truth, 
goodness, and beauty; when it fails, 
error, badness, and ugliness arise. From 
another viewpoint, he regards coher- 
ence as the central defining notion of 
value: truth is coherence of one kind, 
beauty of another, and goodness of still 
another. Dr. Konvitz shows that this 
approach is inadequate even in Alex- 
ander’s own terms. Coherence in good- 
ness, truth, and beauty, he points out, 
“while of utmost significance, do not 
exhaust the nature of the values.” To 
validate this criticism is the task of 
the latter part of Dr. Konvitz’s book. 


In the course of this task, critical 
though it be, the author testifies to 
a great deal of positive worth in Alex- 
ander’s teachings. For the British phi- 
losopher, like so many great systema- 
tists before him, tends to forget the 
logic of his metaphysic once he comes 
to deal with specific fields, so that the 
inadequacy of the metaphysical deriva- 
tion does not necessarily impair the 
freshness of view and maturity of 
thought which he brings to his subject. 
He may not succeed in reducing every- 
thing to perfect order any more than 
did Hegel, but like Hegel, too, he does 
manage to illumine the richness and 
complexity of the concrete material 
with flashes of insight that go far to 
reveal its fundamental significance. 


1. Beauty: The first field of value 
to be examined is beauty. Dr. Konvitz 
summarizes in clear, concise terms 
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Alexander's various views on the sub- 
ject and endeavors to indicate how the 


obvious inconsistencies may be avoided 


or ironed out. Beauty is generated and 
sustained, he suggests, in the compound 
whole of subject-object relation; but 
once generated, it is located as a char- 
acter of the object. This formulation 
proves effective in bringing a measure 
of coherence to Alexander’s writings 
stretching over many years. 

But Dr. Konvitz is less happy, it 
seems to me, when he rejects Alexan- 
der’s emphasis on form as the bearer 
of esthetic value. Reacting against an 
extreme formalism that repudiates any 
approach to a work of art except the 
esthetic, he maneuvers himself into 
the impossible position of appearing 
to assert that one cannot attribute 
esthetic value to works of art with 
whose content one disagrees basically 
on either moral or intellectual grounds. 
He even denounces Saintsbury for be- 
ing “impartial” in his art criticism 
though a “reactionary” in morals and 
politics. The great British critic pre- 
sented a “sorry spectacle”, we are told, 
because “as a devout believer he de- 
plored Matthew Arnold’s disbelief in 
miracles; yet he averred to relish the 
poems of Arnold which have their 
source in this disbelief.” How, I won- 
der, can Dr. Konvitz “relish” both 
Dante the Thomist and Lucretius the 
Epicurean materialist, as I am sure he 
does, when he must disagree with the 
views of one or the other at least as 
vigorously as Saintsbury disagreed with 
Arnold's? 

Dr. Konvitz's rejection of Alexan- 
der’s esthetic is all the more unneces- 
sary as Alexander is no extreme for- 
malist. Esthetic value (beauty), it is 
true, he finds only in form; but he is 
ready (perhaps too ready for fields 
outside literature) to admit that be- 
sides beauty a work of art has its 
measure of “greatness,” by which he 
appears to mean the amplitude, gran- 
deur, or profundity of the subject. 
He even warns us, as Dr. Konvitz him- 
self points out, that the distinction 
between beauty and “greatness” is not 
absolute. In fact, when Dr. Konvitz 
comes to formulate his own view of 
the matter in terms of his theory of 
meaning, he is not so far away from 
Alexander’s moderate formalism after 
all. Whatever difference remains ap- 
pears to me largely terminological. 

2. Truth: Truth as a value differs 
from beauty and’ goodness, Alexander 
points out, in a very significant way. 
All three are characters of the subject- 
object relation. But whereas goodness 
is determined by the subject under 
conditions imposed by the external 
environment and whereas in the es- 
thetic experience subject and object 
are intimate and inseparable, the char- 
acter of truth is determined by the 
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object. Subject is only spectator. 

Yet Alexander rejects the theory of 
truth usually associated with the con- 
ception of subject as spectator—the 
correspondence theory. Not correspon- 
dence to reality makes truth true but 
coherence. True propositions are those 
which fall into a system with each 
other; erroneous ones are those which 
do not cohere with the rest and must 
therefore be discarded. 

Dr. Konvitz presents and criticizes 
Alexander’s doctrine of truth in a very 
effective manner. He reveals the per- 
vasive ambiguity running through this 
doctrine. “There are for Alexander,” 
he points out, “two tests of truth, par- 
allel and coextensive. On the objective 
side, truth consists in asserting of 
reality an element which belongs to it; 
on the subjective side, truth consists 
in believing what the ‘social mind’ be- 
lives.” He has no difficulty in showing 
that the latter criterion implies a stulti- 
fying intellectual conformism which is 
the very death of truth, that the former 
reduces itself to a variety of the re- 
jected correspondence theory, and that 
the two are often incompatible. But 
Dr. Konvitz is not content with bring- 
ing to the surface the ambiguities and 
the inconsistencies implicit in Alexan- 
der’s sweeping generalizations. Here, 
even more than in the chapter on 
beauty, he makes his discriminating 
analysis serve the purpose of formu- 
lating a more adequate view which 
will conserve the valuable insights of 
Alexander’s thought. 

3. Goodness: Morality, to Alexan- 
der, is predominantly social: the prob- 
lem is to secure a coherent distribution 
of satisfactions among persons. Evil 
is to be defined as incoherence, mal- 
distribution. 

On closer inspection, this simple 
definition reveals the usual ambigui- 
ties, as Dr. Konvitz very clearly shows. 
“Is goodness,” he asks, “the ‘quality’ 
(1) of an individual whose impulses 
cohere with one another within him- 
self, or (2a) of an individual whose 
will coheres with the other wills who 
constitute his society, of (2b) of a 
society which allows a maximization 
of coherence within an individual ...?” 
The first is the well-known doctrine 
of goodness as the “balanced” develop- 
ment of personality. It not only begs 
the ethical question by assuming that 
all desires are unquestionably and es- 
sentially good; even worse, it tends to 
exalt the “normal” mediocrity while 
ruling out every great moral and reli- 
gious leader of mankind. (“What may 
make a man great in our estimation”, 
Dr. Konvitz notes, “is not his coher- 
ence, which probably is lack of imag- 
ination, but his conflicts.” ) The second 
version, in both its forms, is no better. 
It makes conformity the criterion and 
ignores the fact that a society no less 





When a child is born 


... it is a natural thing for parents to want for 
it the best possible chance in life. That’s why so 
many far-sighted fathers protect their children’s 
future with Prudential life insurance—through 
The Prudential they can be more sure their fam- 
ilies will not suffer financial want, Your Pruden- 
tial representative will gladly show you how to 
provide protection specially planned for your 
own family needs—have a talk with him about 
this, soon. 


You will enjoy the Prudential Family Hour — Every 
Sunday afternoon, CBS; and the Jack Berch Show — 
Every afternoon,.Mondays through Fridays, ABC 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A Mutual Life Insurance Company 
HOME OFFICE: NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 


THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THOSE WHO PREPARE FOR IT 















".. every American concerned with world 
peace—and who is not?—can and should 
conduct his own inquiry by reading, to 
begin with The Palestine Yearbook"... 
HERALD TRIBUNE 


ay 






PALESTINE 
YEAR BOOK 


“..  ontains a mine of 
facts—relevant and accu- 
rate information important 
to an understanding of the 
problem and its just solu- 
tion.”—Herald Tribune. 

It is the first comprehensive 
one-volume book which 
gives you a complete pic- 
ture of the economic, polit- 
ical, afd cultural life in 
Palestine. Just published. 


with 532 fact- 
packed pages. 43 -50 


















BOOK DEPT., Zionist Org. of Amer. 

41 E 42nd St. 

New York 17, N. Y. 

Please send me the PALESTINE YEAR- 
BOOK. Check for $3.50 enclosed. I under- 


AT YOUR aaa 

BOOK DEALER 3 

OR ORDER FROM: stand that I am to receive a 17”x22” map 
without charge. 


FREE? oc 


aut 
up-to-date detachable Address 
map of Palestine in- 
cluded with the Pal- City. 
estine Yearbook. 
ee TIL i tec cnace State JF-1 










































73 











74 


‘A LOVELY HOLIDAY AT THE 
LOVELIEST TIME OF YEAR 


Yj PASSOVER 


. at 
SidtingeeS 


NEW YORK 














Choice Citrus Fruit 
... that’s FLORIGOLD ORANGES and GRAPEFRUIT 


—sweeter, richer in flavor, bursting with extra, golden juice 
which gives you extra Vitamin C and other vitamins and 
minerals. Grown in Florida’s famous Indian River district, 
the source of the world’s finest citrus fruit, Florigold oranges 
and grapefruit are tree-ripened and picked ripe. For choice 
citrus fruit for Passover and the year ’round, insist on 
oranges and grapefruit stamped “FLORIGOLD Indian 


River.” 
A HAPPY PASSOVER 
FLORIGOLD 


INDIAN RIVER 
ORANGES AND GRAPEFRUIT 


N. Y. Office « 99 Hudson St. 


Florida Citrus Exchange ° e 




















Gage & Tollner's 


374 Futon Street, Brooktyn, N. Y. 
66 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 
SEA FOOD, STEAKS and CHOPS 


Subways: I.R.T. Boro Hall, B.M.T. Court Street, 8th Avenue, Jay Street 
































SPEAR FURS SATISFACTION SUPPLY CO. 
15 EAST 52nd STREET 508 WEST BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY NEW YORK, N. Y. 


























JEWISH FRONTIER 


than an individual may be quite co- 
herent and yet bad. Moreover, as Alex- 
ander himself recognized, the two tests 
may well clash. 

What then remains of Alexander's 
doctrine? In a thoughtful final section 
entitled “Ultimate Issues”, Dr. Kon- 
vitz affirms that 

while coherence may not be the 

essence of goodness, there is no 

goodness where coherence is ab- 
sent. For the good must, at least 
fit into a system, belong .. . The 
good is always in terms of social 
organization. Its meaning is sys- 
tematic. ... It may not be coherent 
with the present character of its 
environing circumstances; it may, 
like the prophet’s voice, exist to 
condemn the organization of 
which it is a part; but if it is 
good character or conduct, it is 
good in some larger or other sys- 

tematic whole of which it is a 

functioning part... The individ- 

ual may revolt against the moral- 
ity of his time and place; but he 

can do so only in the name of a 

higher and better morality . . . 

All this is profoundly true. But it 
is true only if it is recognized that 
the integration of the good within any 
actual system can never be more than 
provisional, that there is no temporal 
society in which the human spirit can 
find final rest and which it may not 
judge from a vantage point that tran- 
scends it. If kingdom there must be 
for our ultimate ideals to find lodge- 
ment, that kingdom can be nothing 
short of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Dr. Konvitz seems to me to reach 
very much the same conclusion. “Pos- 
tulate a social state,” he says, “and it 
is fairly easy to determine if a particu- 
lar course of conduct therein is good 
or bad. But how will it be determined 
that the state is good? . . . This is as 
far as we can go in the analysis of the 
moral problem; and the result is a 
clash of systems, strife among ideals.” 
The stand each of us takes in this 
conflict is rooted fundamentally in our 
total attitude to the universe, in our 
basic affirmation of faith—in a word, 
in our religion. “Morality and religion 
are not the same things,” T. S. Eliot 
has pointed out, “but they cannot be- 
yond a certain point be treated sep- 
arately. A system of ethics, if thorough, 
is implicitly or explicitly a system of 
theology.” 

Alexander, too, has his theology, or 
what passes for such in his system. Be- 
yond the level of mind and value looms 
the level of deity. The ambiguity that 
pervades so much of his doctrine here 
reaches its peak. The term deity is re- 
peatedly employed in at least three 
different senses: as the misus or up- 
ward thrust that drives the entire 
process of cosmié evolution forward; 
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as the special quality of the next higher 
stage to emerge from any level; and, 
eminently, as the emergent quality 
beyond the present high point of evo- 
lution, a quality transcending mind 
and value. Thus, in one sense, God is 
directive activity immanent in the uni- 
verse; in another, God is simply the 
entire universe at each stage pregnant 
with higher quality; in still another, 
God is a being yet to appear at a higher 
stage of evolution and presumably 
destined in his turn to be superseded 
by the evolutionary process. In any 
case, it is not a God that can have much 
meaning for the purposes of vital re- 
ligion as we know it in the Judaeo- 
Christian tradition. 

The basic trouble with Alexander is 
that he takes his evolutionism and 
naturalism too seriously. His uncom- 
promising evolutionism betrays him 
into such strange positions as his in- 
sistence that “pure motion” (space- 
time) literally preceded the emergence 
of things to move or that matter en- 
dowed with primary qualities preceded 
matter endowed with secondary. It also 
leads him perilously close to “moral 
Darwinism”, the doctrine that what- 
ever triumphs in the struggle for ex- 
istence is right, as his notion that 
natural selection is the “natural his- 
tory of value” may testify. His dog- 
matic naturalism, moreover, thwarts 
his own profoundest intuitions and 
blinds him to the fact that not merely 
deity but man himself cannot be con- 
fined within nature. Man is undeniably 
part of nature and always remains em- 
bedded within it. But quite as un- 
deniably he transcends nature by vir- 
tue of his reason and moral freedom. 
So good a naturalist philosopher as 
Russell has noted this with unforget- 
table poignancy: 

A strange mystery it is that na- 

ture, omnipotent but blind, has 

brought forth at last a child, sub- 
ject still to her power but gifted 
with sight, with knowledge of 
good and evil, with the capacity 
of judging all the works of his 
unthinking mother . .. Man is yet 
free, during his brief years, to 
examine, to criticize, to know and 
in imagination to create. To him 
alone, in the world with which he 

is acquainted, this freedom be- 

longs and in this lies his superior- 

ity to the resistless forces that 
control his outer life. 

Very little sense of this mystery is 
to be felt in Alexander. For this 
nature-transcending aspect of the hu- 
man spirit he can find no room in all 
the many mansions of his philosophic 
house. 

Dr. Konvitz does not challenge Alex- 
ander’s naturalism nor does he com- 
ment much on his evolutionism, but 
he does his own work of analysis and 
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Criticism so well that explicit state- 
ment is hardly necessary. The results 
speak for themselves and the story 
they tell, to this reader at least, is of 
the final inadequacy of the philosophy 
despite the sweep and grandeur of 
the system in which it finds expression. 
* * * 


Samuel Alexander was an active Jew 
and a great philosopher. Was he there- 
fore a Jewish philosopher? What is a 
Jewish philosopher? Is it the neo- 
Platonist Philo, the Scholastic Maimo- 
nides, the pantheist Spinoza or the 
materialist Marx? Historians and 
critics have fancied they could detect 
the workings of the “Jewish spirit” 
in each of these. Then why not in 
Alexander, for all his strange kinship 
with the old Greek “physical” philoso- 
phers? For my part, if the “Jewish 
spirit” means an abiding sense of the 
divine presence in the world, a pas- 
sionate interest in man’s cosmic ad- 
venture and a profound concern for 
his moral life, then Samuel Alexander 
was an exponent of the Jewish spirit 
in philosophy. But so also, and by the 
same token, was he of much of the 
best in the Hellenic tradition. At such 
levels, distinctions such as these tend 
to lose their significance. 

WILL HERBERG 


Werfel’s Last Search for God 


STAR OF THE UNBORN, by Franz 
Werfel. Viking Press, New York. 
645 pp. $3.00. 


In his stirring novelette, The Man 
Who Conquered Death, Franz Werfel 
told the story of a fatally sick man in 
whom there lived something — one 
might call it “will,” or a “complex,” 
or “God”—that refused to die before 
fulfilling what he considered his mis- 
sion. The author, too, managed to live 
just long enough to complete the 
manuscript of what he believed to be 
his greatest work: the novel, Star of 
the Unborn. Conceiving the basic idea 
of this Utopian novel in a dream (as 
he hints in the first chapter, and as 
he also confided to his translator, Gus- 
tave O. Arlt), Werfel started to write 
it in the spring of 1943. After having 
completed the initial five chapters, he 
had to put the work aside, first be- 
cause of his preoccupation with a new 
version of the comedy, Jacobowski and 
the Colonel, and later because of the 
severe heart attacks that began in the 
fall of the same year and incapacitated 
him for several months. When, in the 
spring of 1944, he resumed his task, 
against the advice of his physician, 
Werfel seems to have realized that he 
was writing on borrowed time. “Why 
do you work on this book like mad?” 
his friend, the actor Ernest Deutsch, 
asked him once. “It has to be fin- 
ished,” Werfel replied. “But there’s no 
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deadline,” his friend remarked. “It has 
to be finished, before I’m finished,” 
Werfel said, with the smile of one 
knowing that his time was almost up. 

He wrote nine hundred pages in his 
neat tiny script (“A real author is a 
man who writes with the most re- 
sponsive, most sensitive hand, not one 
who pounds inanimate keys,” he says 
in his last book). That first draft he 
changed and corrected patiently sev- 
eral times, until he dictated from the 
script directly to the typewriter. It so 
happened that this biting challenge to 
our technological age was completed 
on the very day when defeated Japan 
reported the first results of the in- 
cipient Atomic Age: 70,000 persons 
had been killed, 120,000 wounded and 
290,000 made homeless by the two 
small new bombs dropped on Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki. Three days later, 
Werfel passed away, at the age of 
fifty-four, a victim of angina pectoris. 

The book that he wrote, in a sort 
of prolonged euphoria, out of the 
abundance of his doomed heart, bears 
a motto taken from Diodorus, the an- 
cient Greek travel writer: “If it is the 
concern of politicians and rhetoricians 
to interpret the intrigues of everyday 
life, it is the business of poets and 
story tellers to visit the creatures of 
myth and fable on their islands, the 
dead in Hades, and the unborn on 
their star.” Werfel made a flight to the 
latter, not for the sake of sightseeing 
only: as Dante descended into the In- 
ferno in order to see his political ad- 
versaries duly punished there, or as 
Jonathan Swift made his Gulliver ex- 
plore strange lands and people for the 
purpose of comparing them with Eng- 
land and satirizing the latter, Werfel’s 
“travelogue” is more than just a Bae- 
deker through a dream land. In fact, 
it is a big vessel—the volume contains 
more than 200,000 words—into which 
Werfel crammed, helter-skelter, all his 
opinions on life and death, on religion, 
science, politics, society, love, and 
what not. One is almost inclined to 
think that those essays and apothegms 
that, for lack of space, could not be 
included in Between Heaven and Earth 
(published in 1944) were worked 
into this novel, regardless of aesthetic 
considerations. The premonition that 
the book on which he worked would 
be his last, and the desire to pour into 
it whatever was on his mind, pre- 
vented the author from producing as 
balanced and readable a book as The 
Thirty Days of Musa Dagh or The 
Song of Bernardette. The reader is 
likely to be tired by a hypertrophy of 
theoretizing and preaching, and to be 
confused by scores of newly coined 
terms, such as Uranographers, Chron- 
osophers, Mutarians, Mentalobes, Ca- 
tabolites, Astromentalists, Arachno- 
drones, meaningless to anyone not fa- 
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miliar with Latin and Greek, and with 
ancient mythology. 
* * * 

Nevertheless, it would not be quite 
fair to the late Werfel to dismiss his 
last book as a “monstrosity,” as a 
“dud,” as has been done. For whether 
Or not one may agree with his opin- 
ions, one has to concede that he was 
both a great writer and a passionate 
searcher for God, and if his weaker 
works, like the present novel, do not 
reveal art, they reveal at least a great 
deal of the author’s mind. For anyone 
who may wish to write Werfel’s biog- 
raphy, Star of the Unborn contains a 
gold mine of psychological informa- 
tion, this book being Werfel’s most 
personal product, next to his poems. 
In fact, it is he and his excursions that, 
through 640-odd pages, are expected 
to keep the reader in a state of sus- 
pense. F. W. who, according to the 
story, died in 1943, is resurrected from 
the grave by an old friend of his, the 
rejuvenated B. H. in the year 101,945, 
or, more precisely, on “The Third Day 
of the Fourth Earth-Month of the 
Seven Hundred and Forty Second Sun 
Week of the Zero Point Zero Zero 
Third Evolution to the Eleventh Cos- 
mic Capital Year of Virgo.” Emerging 
from the coffin and still wearing the 
swallow-tailed coat and cracked patent 
leather shoes in which he had been 
buried a hundred thousand years 
earlier, F. W. can hardly believe that 
the completely flat land, covered with 
short, dry turf, should be California. 
There are no birds, flowers and grass 
look most artificial, and the inhabi- 
tants of this “Astromental” world live 
mostly underground. The Astromental- 
ists are beautiful, they go about nude, 
and they swallow synthetic concoc- 
tions instead of food. There is no 
struggle, no longing, no grief in this 
new world, everything is “aimless 
play,” but there is also no art, no po- 
etry, no music. They still make love, 
though, and they remain healthy and 
beautiful until the age of two hundred 
or so, when the individual goes into 
“voluntary retirement,” this being the 
new name for death which has lost 
all its horror. The author's vivid imagi- 
nation produced some unusually strik- 
ing pages, for instance, the descriptions 
of the wedding of Io-Do and Io-La 
in the elegant underground home of 
Io-Fagor which F. W. attends as a 
guest of honor, and of his excursion 
with a group of school boys to the 
planets, stars, and nebulae. Yet his 
power of imagination was hardly 
greater than that of such creators of 
phantasmagorias as the Englishman 
H. G. Wells (by whose novel, The 
Time Machine, he seems to have been 
strongly influenced), the Frenchman 
Jules Verne, and the German Kurt- 
Lasswitz. F. W.’s entertaining three 
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days’ stay in the Astromental World 
would scarcely be of any profound in- 
terest to the serious-minded reader, did 
it not serve him as a pretext for pre- 
senting—often in an awkward or ob- 
trusive manner — his religious, social 
and political ideas. 

In 101,945 the entire inhabited 
globe is a single city;’ there are no 
political frontiers. All of civilized man- 
kind, speaking one language, “Mono- 
lingua,” is governed by a World Presi- 
dent or Geoarchon. It required four 
World Wars, each more devastating 
than its predecessor, before the nations 
abandoned their chauvinism, fused 
with each other and vanished as na- 
tions. Incidentally, the first to apply 
to the Central Psycho-Surgical Bureau 
for the extraction of nation-feeling 
were—the Germans! The British Em- 
pire still existed long after the last 
real Englishman had disappeared; the 
last national remnant was an enclave 
of the Italian people, lasting that long 
because Rome, as the seat of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy, proved to 
be imperishable. As for the Soviet 
State, Russian Communism had _be- 
come a new religion, its clergy swing- 
ing censers (filled with disinfectant), 
chanting rhymed statistics and wear- 
ing miters inscribed with the slogan 
“The Welfare of the Greatest Number 
of Microorganisms is the Purpose of 
the Cosmos.” 

By 101,945 even those phenomena 
have passed into oblivion, though, and 
only two institutions of the erstwhile 
world have survived: The Catholic 
Church and Judaism. However, in a 
certain segregated section, called The 
Jungle, there are some low individuals 
left who still cling to the evil instincts 
and traditions of the old world as 
F. W. knew it. Not only do they pre- 
fer beer to the nectars of the aristo- 
cratic supermen of the Mental World 
—they even hate that world to such an 
extent that they endeavor to destroy 
it. In this task they succeed, with the 
aid of psychic artillery, and the Astro- 
mentalists flee in terror to the cavern 
of death. The Jungle men also seek to 
destroy F. W. and his guide, B. H., but 
these primitive men are stronger and 
quicker than the degenerated Astro- 
mentalists, they escape in the open air, 
and F, W. vanishes in as extraordinary 
a manner as he turned up at the be- 
ginning of the story. 

> * . 

Most revealing are the chapters 
about the Jews and the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. The fact that Werfel never 
formally embraced Christianity is ir- 
relevant. Star of the Unborn proves 
again what can be gathered from many 
of his other works, namely, that am- 
bivalent feelings tore his heart asun- 
der. The Jews, he states, tried “des- 
perately” to be a nation, like other 
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nations, but “in keeping with the di- 
vine plan of salvation” they were not 
permitted to become one and to be 
absorbed into a common mankind like 
other nations. In other words, Werfel 
condemned Jewish nationalism as a 
perversion of Israel’s divine mission to 
testify to the truth of Christianity, as 
a wicked attempt to get rid of the 
curse of being the “Eternal Jew.” There 
is an interesting talk between F. W. 
and Io-Saul Minioman, the “Jew of 
the Era.” Says the latter: “The Church 
will live as long as we live, to testify 
for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who 
first acknowledged the true God.” 

“To my knowledge, Saul Minio- 
man,” F, W. replies, “the Church 
makes this statement in reverse. The 
Church says Israel will live as long as 
the Church, that is, to the end of 
things, to testify for the Messiah.” 

“That takes care of both of us,” 
Minioman finishes the conversation, 
unreconciled. “Infinite distances are 
equally long, and we can patiently wait 
to see who will testify for whom.” 

Had he lived in an 18th century 
shtaedtel, Werfel might -have become 
a Khasidic saint. Lacking any Hebraic 
background, he sought to quench his 
metaphysical thirst with Christendom 
—but a Christendom changed forcibly 
to fit his peculiar trend of thought. 
Similarly, the Catholic Werfel was 
fond only of one sort of Jew, namely, 
the pious and unobtrusive one who 
was willing to live in a ghetto even in 
the Astromental Age—Io-Saul Minio- 
man. 

F. W. loathed the “deluded Jews” 
who “wanted to get rid at last of their 
mystic past, burned their Torah rolls, 
prohibited the use of the Hebrew lan- 
guage, and implored the entire globe 
to adopt Anglo-Saxon as the Mono- 
lingua.” But he actually hated not so 
much the assimilationism of these 
“deluded Jews” as their radicalism. 
For once he, Werfel, had been a rad- 
ical himself when, home from the 
front, he made speeches in the street, 
on one occasion exhorting the crowd 
to storm a Viennese bank. As he be- 
came older and colder, he began to 
yearn for the authoritative, hereditary 
Hapsburg monarchy, he was on excel- 
lent terms with representatives of the 
Clerico-Fascism in Austria, he em- 
braced the “Consider the lilies of the 
field” philosophy and fiercely attacked 
Communism, Socialism, Agnosticism, 
Naturalism, and whatever other trends 
had been anathemized by the Catholic 
Church. 

In the present novel, the target of 
his attacks is Minioman’s oldest son, 
who had “sold his birthright, and for 
something less than,a mess of pot- 
tage.” He had adopted the Anglo- 
Saxon name of Sidney, shortened to 
Sid, and had donned the clothes of the 
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Zionism Made Palatable 


A PARTISAN GUIDE TO THE JEWISH 
PROBLEM, by Milton Steinberg, 
New York, 1945, The Bobbs-Mer- 
rill Company. 308 pp., $3.00. 


There is no lack of recent books on 
contemporary Jewish problems. Rabbi 
Steinberg’s work, however, is sui gen- 
eris. It is fairly complete, dealing as 
it does with both so-called external 
and internal problems. What is more 
important, the author has the gift of 
addressing an intellectual audience 
without going high-brow, and at the 
same time forcing the reader to give 
at least some thought to what he has 
before his eyes. 

Steinberg divides the problems of 
the Jews into four categories: Prob- 
lems of Status, a discussion devoted 
mainly to anti-Semitism; Problems of 
Self Acceptance, under which heading 
Jewish self-hate and its alternative, bi- 
cultural survival, are treated; Problems 
of Tradition, dealing with the defini- 
tions of the Jewish group and advocat- 
ing the Reconstructionist solution for 
Jewish religious life and communal 
problems; and Problems of the Home- 
land, dealing with Zionism and Pales- 
tine. 

While uniformly readable, the con- 
tents are of varying degrees of com- 
pleteness and persuasiveness. Gen- 
erally, the parts dealing with internal 
Jewish affairs are the best written. The 
chapters dealing with Jewish self-hate 
and Zionism, too, are very well writ- 
ten. The sections dealing with external 
problems are weaker, particularly the 
treatment of anti-Semitism and of im- 
mediate post-war problems. 

* * * 


A brilliant discussion is that on 
“Problems of Self-Acceptance” — in 
plain language, the malady of not 
wanting to be a Jew, which has be- 
come common among “Westernized” 
Jews, ever since emancipation rather 
than Jewish survival became their 
chief consideration. Steinberg offers 
rational explanations for the many 
facets of Jewish Self-hate and inferi- 
ority complex and illuminates them 
through his favorite device of citing 
examples. He dismisses the “solution 
of assimilationism” as impractical and 
leading only to de-Judaization without 
disappearance. 

Much space is devoted to the prob- 
lem of defining the Jews. Influenced 
by the racist abuse of the term “race,” 
he rightly argues against that defini- 
tion in the biological sense. Still this 
term is very much used in its ethnic- 
cultural connotation in French and 
English writings. In fact, Jews are 
termed, without malice, a race, in the 
Nuremberg indictment of Nazi war 
criminals. Steinberg acknowledges that 
Jews “are a religious communion, but 
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not exclusively so.” Without going 
into details, he accepts the view that 
“Jews are a culture in part.” It would 
have been better to say that some Jews 
consider themselves as a cultural group, 
a vague business at best. In summa- 
tion, the author defines Judaism as a 
religious civilization, without, how- 
ever, adequately explaining the latter 
term. In his discussion of the defini- 
tion of the Jews as a nation, Steinberg 
acknowledges its validity in the polit- 
ical sense for Palestinian and European 
Jews, and, in its historical significa- 
tion, for all the Jews. Because of the 
prevailing confusion in English speak- 
ing countries about the terms nation 
and nationality, Steinberg follows the 
common practice, suggested among 
others by this reviewer, in advising 
the usage of the term “people.” The 
author’s presentation of this complex 
problem is facile and enjoyable. 

A useful “Gallery of Jewish Por- 
traits” presents the pre- and post- 
Emancipation concepts of Jewishness 
(a term which ought to be employed 
more frequently in discussions of Jew- 
ish problems in preference to the more 
limited concept “Judaism” ). In it, typ- 
ical representatives of the various con- 
cepts, such as religious, secularist, etc., 
are described and dissected. Missing 
types: the secularist Yiddishist return- 
ing to Jewish tradition, yet not to re- 
ligious belief; the secular Yiddishist 
returning to Jewish religion; and the 
Jewish Communist, 1941-1946 style. 

The Reconstructionist point of view 
is proclaimed as “A Tenable Theory.” 
Its implementation is urged as “A Cre- 
ative Program.” The emphasis is on 
the adjustment of the individual Jew 
to his group and the American en- 
vironment, rather than on the theo- 
logical implications of the movement. 
Throughout the discussion there is an 
air of self-assurance as to Jewish 
group survival and not the slightest 
apparent awareness of the challenge of 
the Negators of the Diaspora. The 
chapters dealing with the Jewish com- 
munity in the U. S. emphasize the 
need for local coordination through 
the community council, and national 
coordination through the American 
Jewish Conference and the National 
Community Relations Advisory Coun- 
cil. In dealing with the question of 
philanthropies, Steinberg errs in giv- 
ing the same importance to refugee 
adjustment needs as he does to relief 
and Palestine reconstruction. Cam- 
paign literature should be taken with 
a grain of salt, because, alas, Jewish 
immigration to this country is a trickle 
and not a mass movement. The estab- 
lished and respectable organizations 
are given their usual breaks. Yiddish 
and Orthodox group life is generally 
ignored. The description of anti-anti- 
Semitic organization is not sufficiently 
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critical. Steinberg’s strong and sane 
plea for democratic Jewish communal 
organization would have been more 
effective had he been less reticent 
about vested interests. On the other 
hand, much can be said in favor of the 
author's simplifying the picture for 
the sake of the popular reader. 

The parts dealing with Zionism and 
Palestine are, like the treatment of 
self-hate, among the best in the book. 
It is here that Steinberg’s unusual 
gifts of persuasiveness and logical ar- 
gumentation are seen at their best. The 
brief historical introduction, in terms 
of the Herzlian, Nordauist, Ahad 
Haamist, and Gordonian motifs, could 
have been made more complete by the 
inclusion of the Borochovist, Jabotin- 
sky, Hashomer Hatzair, and the re- 
ligious Socialist approaches. The Bund 
is not even mentioned in the popu- 
larly presented rebuttal of Marxist 
critiques of Zionism. Nevertheless, the 
coverage gives a pretty good picture 
of the differences in Zionism and their 
common points of agreement. Much 
space is devoted to the influence of 
Palestine on American Jewry. This is 
Zionist writing at its very best. 

The epilogue entitled “The Game 
and the Candle” is a spirited defense 
of the worthwhileness of Jewish sur- 
vival. 

* * * 

Some of the shortcomings in the 
volume can clearly be traced to the 
fact that it was written during the 
war. To Steinberg, like many other 
writers in the field, including the re- 
viewer, it appeared inconceivable dur- 
ing the war that the Jewish people 
would be faced with the Bevin policy 
in Palestine and the run-around given 
by the Allies to the Jewish remnants 
in Europe. The sections of the book 
dealing with post-war problems have 
therefore a sort of unreality about 
them. 

This is best illustrated in the dis- 
cussion of the future of European 
Jewry. For instance, though fully cog- 
nizant of the Jewish need for post-war 
emigration from Europe, Steinberg 
needlessly breaks many a lance in fight- 
ing “coerced” evacuation, as if it were 
possible for a state to protect the small 
and weak Jewish minority against co- 
ercion by an overwhelming majority 
of its citizenry. The Polish constitu- 
tion is incapable of protecting the 
Jews, just as our Bill of Rights can 
do little for the Negroes in the South. 
This is more excusable than Rabbi 
Steinberg’s elevation of the historic 
desirability of Jews remaining in Eu- 
rope to some sort of a moral duty, 
or, shall we say a mitzvah. “To say 
that Jews should leave the continent,” 
states he, “is an affront to every Jew 
who loves the Jewish tradition. Juda- 
ism has shrines in Europe as surely 
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as have Catholicism and Protestant- 
ism.” In saying so, he forgets not only 
the human factor, namely the impos- 
sibility for any Jew with a sensitive 
soul to continue living in that 
slaughterhouse, or at least in some of 
its bloodier sectors, but also certain 
considerations all-important for Jew- 
ish survival. It is precisely the tradi- 
tional and practicing Jews who want 
to leave the continent of Europe, 
among other reasons because they seri- 
ously doubt the possibility of living a 
Jewish life in such minute and scat- 


tered communities. And it is the as- | 


similationist elements who desire to 
remain there, because now they see 
their opportunity of disappearing in 
the “Aryan” mass. Let Rabbi Baeck 
bear witness. Here is where Steinberg 
should logically have developed his 
partisan position as a fighter for Jew- 
ish survival instead of lapsing into the 
non-partisan vacuity of clichés. 

Like most people brought up in the 
Anglo-Saxon milieu of law and order, 
Dr. Steinberg shows too much faith in 
legislation. He advocates that “the 
rights of domicile of Jews should be 
broadly envisioned and must be care- 
fully assured.” Who are we to disagree 
with this? However, for the protec- 
tion of the Jews and the survival of 
Judaism, the right to depart from 
Europe and some Arabic countries is 
by far more important than the right 
to reside there. Limited in scope, and, 
therefore, in their application and pos- 
sible consequences, are his suggestions 
that the constitutions of the former 
enemy states contain guarantees for 
the equality of all, and that, further- 
more, their minorities be protected by 
some international agency. Neither 
Argentina, Yemen, nor South Africa 
are former Axis states, yet the protec- 
tion of Jews there is more essential 
than in Italy and Japan. The demand 
that arrangements for restoration of 
property must be equitable, with “one 
law for Jew and non-Jew alike,” is 
vague. No non-Jew ever lost his prop- 
erty simply because he was a non- 
Jew. More essential than vacuous 
“equality” which has always been open 
to abuse (that’s the way Austria has 
been getting away with Jewish prop- 
erty) is the assurance that the Jewish 
community, on either a world scale or 
local basis, or preferably both, be ac- 
knowledged as the heir of the mas- 
sacred Jews, so that their former 
properties be of benefit to their people 
rather than continue to be enjoyed by 
the murderers. In these instances, too, 
Steinberg forgets that his is a partisan 
approach, Similarly, in his demand for 
international Jewish advisory repre- 
sentation before the United Nations 
on the problems of Jews of Central 
Europe, he fails to specify which or- 
ganization is most entitled to speak on 
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behalf of the Jewish people. His limi- 
tation of this demand to the problems 
of Central Europe alone obviously as- 
sumes the crystallization of yiddishe 
tsores in their current shape. Let us 
not be optimistically “non-partisan” 
on this score. 
* * * 


An “objective” rather than “par- 
tisan” approach is also revealed in the 
discussion of anti-Semitism. Not that 
Steinberg minimizes its danger. He 
fails, however, to dig too far below 
the surface in analyzing its role in the 
industrial society of today. No more 
space is devoted by him-to the factor 
of “economic adversity” than to Mr. 
Maurice Samuel’s theory that Jews are 
hated because they are “Christ givers” 
and not because they are “Christ 
killers.” Rabbi Steinberg is entitled to 
his belief that this “entire line of 
argument is quite plausible.” One need 
not be a 100% Marxist, whatever that 
may be, to realize the intimate tie-up 
between the profit motive and delib- 
erate scape-goat choice of minorities 
in our industrial cartel society. While 
Steinberg pays its due to the role of 
Christian tradition in fostering anti- 
Semitism as part of religious folklore, 
he fails to take cognizance to a sufh- 
cient degree of the actual alliance be- 
tween the Churches and anti-Semitism. 
The case of Monsignor Tiso, Catholic 
priest and erstwhile premier of the 
Nazi puppet state, Slovakia, who was 
never unfrocked or disowned by the 
Vatican, is but one example. Further- 
more, any political party east of 
France with the label “Christian” to 
its name, is bound to be anti-Semitic, 
with some possible exceptions in the 
Scandinavian countries. And yet such 
anti-Semitic parties are looked up to 
by the Churches as defenders of Chris- 
tianity; Christ-givers or vested in- 
terests—you have your choice! 

Steinberg is on firmer ground when 
he discusses the Nostrums and Rem- 
edies against anti-Semitism. He argues 
logically and forcefully against the 
remedy of “inconspicuousness” and 
improvement in manners, usually ad- 
vocated by those who have already 
made their mark —and, incidentally, 
their money. He also dismisses the 
assimilationist solution and points to 
the limitations of education as a sol- 
vent of Jew-hatred. He urges Jewish 
militancy in fighting anti-Semitism, 
and presents strong arguments for the 
outlawing of propagation of group 
prejudice. He advocates economic se- 
curity, and identification of the Jew 
with democracy against totalitarianism. 
He argues cogently that anti-Semitism 
is a storm signal for the Gentiles, too. 
Anti-Semitism, however, does not in- 
evitably lead to the suppression of 
Christianity. The Nazi state is not the 
only example of the anti-Semitic state. 
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The clerical-Christian state has also 
been distinguished in’ this respect, 
although it never dared to introduce 
crematoria, preferring to diminish the 
number of Jews through starvation, 
boycott, and occasional pogroms, and 
being generous enough to tolerate bap- 
tized Jews. 

Steinberg’s arguments will undoubt- 
edly appeal.to decent folks. He does 
not, however, always get down to basic 
factors. He does not speak of cartels, 
which worked hand in hand with Nazi 
Germany; of British investments in 
Argentina and their control; and some 
very unpleasant industrialist and finan- 
cial connections in this country, not 
only with Franco, Mussolini, and Hit- 
ler, but also with American hate 
groups, just waiting for Der Tag, and 
for a third World War. 

We would not like to end this 
lengthy review, in itself a testimony to 
the volume’s importance, without em- 
phasizing that in spite of these criti- 
cims, Steinberg’s book is indeed out- 
standing and deserves reading and 
wide popularity. We must remember 
that what appears to be natural and 
logical to those acquainted with Jew- 
ish problems and their proposed solu- 
tions, is far from being obvious to the 
general public. To those who have 
paid little attention to the problem 
and to whom these sad realities have 
to be proven, Steinberg’s volume will 
appear as the essence of partisanship, 
if not unreasonableness. Such is the 
tragedy of the Jewish people at the 
close of World War II. Even those 
fairly well read in modern matters 
Judaic will appreciate the volume as 
a refresher course, and a fine example 
of persuasiveness without hysteria. In 
this respect Steinberg deserves much 
for having devoted so-much time and 
energy to this work, a significant con- 
tribution to Zionism and the Jewish 
cause. 

ABRAHAM G. DUKER 


Two Books on Palestine 


JEWIsH YOUTH COMES HOME, by 
Norman Bentwich, Victor Gollancz, 
Ltd., London, 1944, 8 pp. (Illust.). 
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To WHOM PALESTINE? by Frank 
Gervasi, D, Apbleton-Century Co., 
New York, 1946, 213 pp. $$2.50. 
In the twelve years from the land- 

ing of the first sixty-four children in 

Haifa in March, 1934, and the arrival 

of the Bergen-Belsen survivors, in 

January, 1946, close to 16,000 children 

snatched from the crematoria and mass 

graves of Eurove, have been regener- 
ated by the Youth Aliyah movement 
through healthy creative living in the 
labor settlements in Palestine. Their 
astonishingly rapid advancement was 
possible only because of their identi- 
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fication with a healthy, secure and cre- 
ative Yishuw in Palestine, to which 
they were welcomed as potential con- 
tributors and builders. Even in the 
United States so rapid and successful 
a cure would have been impossible. To 
these youngsters, the apprehensive 
Jewish group here would represent 
simply another Diaspora community, 
one which they could see as differing 
only at present, and only removed by 
degree, from the scenes they were 
leaving behind. They would see only 
a parallel between a once-peaceful Ger- 
many and a comparatively peaceful 
present-day United States—they could 
hardly be expected to be aware of any 
possible mitigating factors which 
might preclude the same kind of de- 
velopment here. 

Norman Bentwich has told the story 
of these children, the story of one 
of the greatest experiments ever made 
in human reclamation. He has told it 
in detail, warmly and movingly. He 
has traced its development from the 
original inspiration of Recha Freier 
in Germany in 1932 to the recent ex- 
tension of Youth Aliyah activities 
from the salvaging of the refugee Eu- 
ropean children to the care of the 
underprivileged of Palestine too. 

In the telling, Mr. Bentwich has 
touched on aspects of Zionist history 
which have been slighted in most of 
the surveys published heretofore. The 
development of the German “Hecha- 
luz” is briefly outlined for us, as well 
as the deterioration of the position of 
German Jewry even prior to the ad- 
vent of Hitler. And while Bentwich 
gives only passing comment to most 
leaders and organizers of the Youth 
Aliyah, the figure of Henrietta Szold, 
who extended and intensified the work, 
emerges as that of a true giant in 
social planning and direction. 

The early phases of Youth Aliyah 
Organizations are presented, the selec- 
tion and testing, the prior training in 
the camps in Germany and then later 
on in Holland, Belgium and finally in 
England, appropriately enough on the 
Balfour estate. And between his lines 
of thanks to the British government 
for the granting of an extra hundred 
visas here and an extra two hundred 
there for these harried children, it is 
abundantly clear that many thousands 
more might have been saved were it 
not for the obstacles put in the way by 
that government, as well as by other 
governments. 

Our own country, too, he finds pos- 
sible to commend only for the provi- 
sion of funds by organizations and in- 
dividuals to carry on the work, but 
not for generous acceptance of chil- 
dren, as was the case in Holland, Bel- 
gium, and, as already mentioned, Eng- 
land. In’ this country he singles out 
Junior Hadassah for special commen- 





JEWISH FRONTIER 








PILGRIM LAUNDRY 
Inc. 


Prospect and 11th Avenues 
Brooklyn, New York 
Phone: SOuth 8-4567 


OUR FIFTY-SECOND YEAR 


























Compliments of 


NaTHAN HoLtTzMAN Corp. 


Importers and Wholesale Distrs. 
Diamonds - Watches - Jewelry 


580 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York City 














M. HAUSMAN & SONS 


Ww 


10 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 

















AIR-CONDITIONED 
ZIMMERMAN’S HUNGARIA 


Famous for Its Food 
DINNER — From $1.25 
Three delightful floor shows nightly. 
Gypsy and Dance Orchestras. No 
Cover ever. No Minimum except 
Saturday after 9 P.M.—$2 per person. 
163 WEST 46th STREET 
Phone: LOngacre 3-0116 
East of Broadway New York 




















Phone: SLocum 6-8988 


FRIEDMAN‘S 
Imported and Domestic 
WINES AND LIQUORS 

1029 NOSTRAND AVENUE 

(Bet. Empire Blvd. and Sterling St.) 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 














API 









































APRIL, 1946 











Complements of 


MODERN 
INDUSTRIAL BANK 


116 FIFTH AVENUE 
New York, N. Y. 





Member of Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 

















William J. Nathan 
Ine. 


Man Tailored 


Coats and Suits 


10-20—38-46 
$1 2.75 ms $1 8.75 


| 519-8th Ave. BR. 9-8829 














Passover Greetings 


To our many depositors. 


BUSHWICK 
SAVINGS BANK 


Grand St. at Graham Ave., Brooklyn 


Member, Federal Deposit Ins. Corp. 




















FRANZ SILKS 


151 WEST 40th STREET 
New York 18, N. Y. 














J. J. HART, Inc. 
Authorized Ford Dealer 


1095 ATLANTIC AVENUE 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 























dation for its maintenance of Meier- 
Shefeyah, the Children’s Village—a 
mention the young ladies will appre- 
ciate, even though our author has 
somewhere picked up the erroneous 
impression that Junior Hadassah is an 
organization including young boys, as 
well as girls. Senior Hadassah too, of 
course, contributed more than substan- 
tial funds to Youth Aliyah work—and 
special thanks are recorded for Eddie 
Cantor, who by personal efforts raised 
no less than one million dollars in 
the United States and England as his 
personal contribution. 

There is a brief, but highly im- 
portant treatment of the question of 
the religious education of the youth- 
ful immigrants, and Mr. Bentwich very 
properly places that discussion within 
the framework of general religious 
training in Palestine, a problem yet 
to be properly solved. The presentation 
of the work with Palestinian under- 
privileged children is thorough—in- 
cidentally, a phase of the work hereto- 
fore almost unknown in this country. 

The volume suffers from only one 
significant omission: there is no dis- 
cussion of the psychological and psy- 
chiatric problems which the leaders 
of the movement encountered in deal- 
ing with the children and the factors 
in the character of the Jewish com- 
munity, which made it possible to 
meet those problems adequately. Nor 
does he distinguish between the early 
groups, which were confronted by lit- 
tle more than the adjustment problems 
of any urban group trying to readjust 
to a rural economy and a new culture 
(intensified by the early break from 
a home environment, it is true), and 
the later pitiful “Teheran Children.” 
Although not specifically discussed, a 
number of these elements may be dis- 
cerned by careful reading of the in- 
dividual records and brief diary ex- 
cerpts translated and included in the 
volume. 

In Mr. Bentwich’s moving and lu- 
minous description, the Youth Aliyah 
emerges as a movement which proved 
that “youth, brought up under the 
most oppressive and frustrating condi- 
tions in towns of Europe, transplanted 
to a new country and a simple rural 
life, leaving the smaller family for 
the larger family, and abandoning the 
pursuit of individual livelihood and 
individual ambition to devote them- 
selves to the service of the community 
and the common well-being, can form 
a happy productive society and be 
rooted in an Oriental land . . . The 
Palestine Aliyah has shown uniquely 
the way of redeeming a young haunted 
generation from the suffering and in- 
dignity which have been heaped upon 
it. That redemption has been achieved 
by the combination of the healing 
power of nature and the cooperation 
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of a community with the creative striv- 
ing ot the youth itself, which survives 
repression, however cruel and calcu- 
lated. The achievement is essentially 
that of the community as a whole.” 


American journalists have come a 
long way from the days when one of 
their number visited Palestine and saw 
the country through the eyes of the 
Mufti and his set. The personal his- 
tories being written of Palestine these 
days are distinguished by a_heart- 
warming understanding of—and hence 
sympathy for—dZionist claims and Jew- 
ish accomplishments in Palestine. To 
the growing list ot books by distin- 
guished. journalists and writers, Mr. 
Gervasi adds his own popular and 
highly readable presentation of the 
Palestine “problem” in many of its 
manifestations. The author went to 
Palestine an avowed pro-Arab, since 
he had “never heard the Arab’s side 
of the story” and therefore “figured 
that the dice had been loaded against 
them.” Mr. Gervasi examined the dice 
himself, carefully and critically, and 
found that whatever loading there was 
had been against the Jews. 

His volume is in the nature of an 
accurate score-card and play-by-play 
description up to the time of writing. 
And the score-card shows that more 
than the dice have been loaded against 
us: the scores have sometimes been 
falsified as well. Typical of the falsi- 
fication exposed by Mr. Gervasi is the 
official neglect of Palestine Jewry’s 
contribution to the war effort, a sub- 
ject warmly and thoroughly discussed 
here, and naturally more completely 
(and. incidentally more accurately ) 
than in Mr. Van Paassen’s “Forgotten 
Ally” written back in 1943. And apro- 
pos of that war effort, we learn that 
while Palestine Jewry was among the 
first to institute food-rationing, the 
Arabs were excused from such ration- 
ing on the grounds that the system was 
too complicated for them to under- 
stand. Another interesting detail is 
the British founding of a bus trans- 
port company to do the heavy military 
hauling in Palestine—and compete 
with the Jewish cooperative transpor- 
tation companies with Palestine gov- 
ernment aid. 

While not condoning Jewish ter- 
rorism, our author insists that ultimate 


responsibility for their activities is 


to be found in British policy. The 
greatly overworked myth of Arab mili- 
tary might and the possible danger 
from it is fully exploded in these 
pages. And Mr. Gervasi also points 
out that, if driven to it by British 
policy, the Yishuv with its trained 
service-men and well-organized Re- 
sistence movement, could do far more 
damage than the effendi-aroused Arabs 
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The book also contains a lengthy 
and informed analysis of the role of oil 
in the Middle-Eastern puddle, as well 
as of the Russo-British jockeying for 
position there. A simplified presenta- 
tion of the demography of the country, 
and the question of its economic ab- 
sorptive capacity contribute to an un- 
derstanding of the total picture. 

Rather than limiting himself to the 
usual benefit-to-the-Arab accounts, Mr. 
Gervasi also outlines the Huleh recla- 
mation plan, according to which the 
Arabs will be given back (already paid 
for) drained swamp-land for their 
own resettlement. His analysis of the 
factors involved in Arab politics ig- 
nores neither the role of El Azhar Uni- 
versity in Cairo and its Mustapha El 
Maraghi, nor that of the Mufti. Apro- 
pos of the sharp dichotomy between 
the Arab leaders and the Arab masses, 
Gervasi remarks, after showing how 
and why it is so, that “the actual or- 
ganization of Arab life in Palestine 
contains less democracy than Boss 
Hague’s administration in Jersey City 
and less even than the Fascists’ cor- 
porate state.” This is all the more 
striking when set against his analysis 
of the essentially democratic structure 
of the Yishuv and its institutions. 

The thoroughness and general ex- 
cellence of the presentation is barely 
marred by the four different figures 
given for the Jewish population in 
Palestine (one by the Jewish Agency, 
one. from the official Statistical Ab- 
stract, and two figures without source, 
ranging all the way from 484,000 to 
580,000), a slip for which Mr. Ger- 
vasi apparently tries to atone by print- 
ing the text of the Balfour Declara- 
tion twice, as well as by including 
summaries (one each) of the Man- 
date and White Paper. 

Without going into too great detail, 
he has presented the highlights of 
the Jewish legal claim to Palestine, 
besides also pointing out the selfish 
and moral reasons for which Britain 
should fulfill its pledges. “Somewhere,” 
he says, “we must begin to acquire the 
habit of keeping our promises. The 
cycle of faithlessness cannot endure 
forever. World unity cannot be built 
on the unsteady foundation of broken 


promises. MORDECAI S. CHERTOFF 
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Jewish Student Attitudes 


THE REACTION OF JEWS TO ANTI- 
SEMITISM, by S. N. Herman. Wit- 
watersrand University Press, Johan- 
nesburg, 1945. 

If one considers how backward our 
Jewish social science literature usu- 
ally is, this is a particularly amazing 
exception. As a rule, we are snowed 
under by a deluge of apologetic, propa- 
gandistic, and sermonizing tracts. The 
flimsy, pre-scientific character of this 
literature contrasts sadly with the pre- 
tentiousness with which it pronounces 
its half-truths from the roof-tops. The 
authors are either devoted dilletantes 
or hirelings of organizations, at best 
pleaders for a cause, but not searchers 
for truth. On the other hand, other- 
wise excellent Jewish social scientists 
are often quite without interest in Jew- 
ish topics. The author of the present 
study is a good social scientist and a 
good Jew at the same time—a rare 
combination. 

Besides, his social - psychological 
study deals with an aspect of anti- 
Semitism which most of the research 
on anti-Semitism in this country has 
almost entirely overlooked. The usual 
investigation of anti-Semitism is con- 
cerned with the psycho-pathology of 
the anti-Semites. This is, of course, 
a legitimate field of research, but its 
practical implications are overrated. 
The mind of the anti-Semites, being 
the end-result of a faulty social struc- 
ture, cannot be cured by psychological 
means at all. In contradistinction, to 
know the mind of Jewish youth, as it 
is affected by anti-Semitism, is of the 
greatest practical importance for any 
realistic project in Jewish education. 
It is therefore a great merit of Mr. 
Herman’s study that it investigates the 
attitudes of a group of South African 
Jewish students from this angle and 
presents the findings in an easily un- 
derstandable form. 

The author reviews the experi- 
mental literature in the field of race 
and culture contacts exhaustively. It 
becomes painfully obvious how far 
more advanced the study of the Negro 
is, in comparison with the study of 
the Jew. The methods applied in the 
Herman study, namely questionnaires 
of various types, life history material, 
interviews, and last but not least par- 
ticipant observation, are sound, and 
their cumulation ténds to forestall 
hasty conclusions which are risked if 
One or another method is employed 
exclusively. The cultural background 
of the students, and the Jewish group 
as the students see it, are briefly dis- 
cussed, so that the field is properly 
cleared for an elucidation of the re- 
actions of the students to the anti- 
Semitism which they all experience. 

It would be tempting to summarize 
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in this review some of the findings 
of the study and also point out some 
of the things that still remain to be 
said. For instance, it would be interest- 
ing to know to what extent some of 
the more intense biases within the 
Jewish fold itself are conditioned by 
external anti-Semitism. Certainly, it 
becomes abundantly clear that the 
Jewishness of the Jewish student pop- 
ulation is to a very large extent a re- 
action to anti-Semitism, while love and 
knowledge of things Jewish are merely 
a secondary growth, rising in an almost 
barren field which hostility against 
Jews has fertilized. Yet, it is well that, 
according to Mr. Herman, such tech- 
niques as “to know oneself” and to de- 
velop a “feeling of belonging” are not 
only a preachment but also a cure. This 
offers a welcome opportunity for coop- 
eration between Jewish educators and 
social scientists. It seems possible that 
the study of anti-Semitism, if under- 
taken in the positive spirit which is 
displayed in the present study, becomes 
an introductory chapter to the pro- 
gressive curriculum of Judaistic in- 
struction which our estranged youth 
needs, 
W. J.C. 
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THE WOMEN'S LEAGUE FOR PAL- 
ESTINE extends cordial Passover 
greetings to its members and friends. 
May the coming months bring early 
and decisive vindication of the right- 


eous claims of the Jewish people for 
Palestine and the realization of our 


national hope for a Jewish Common- 
wealth in Eretz Israel. 


MRS. WILLIAM PRICE, 


President 
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BRONX : . 
2488 GRAND CONCOURSE _ FO. 7-2420 Aaoamanyn a AE Tepes, 
RATES REASONABLE 
110-24 FARMERS BOULEVARD 
St. Albans, L. I. 
For Information Call 
Greetings from Virginia 4-9504 
Franklin Stores Cor 
ran in i. Greetings from 
519 EIGHTH AVENUE 
New York Ciry es ote Shops 
s * 
ynege ei mm it 
218 West 40TH STREET 
Greetings from New York City 
as s & 
Greater Clothing Contractors Association Caine anabmeds 
For Boys Canaan, Maine For Girls 
e Progressive Camping. All Land and Water 
Sports—Physical fitness program. Farm- 
ing, 7 egy 1 rng ~ Pog Work 
rojects, " 
100 Fl FT HA VEN U E Modern —_ oy ee Program 
° etary Laws 
New York City Established in 1922—Fee $450 
3 Write or Telephone: 
Sr nt MM 


























MRS. I. B. BERKSON, Executive Director 
8 W. 40th St., N.Y.C. PE, 6-8576 











G. H. RAUSCHENBERG CO. 


“VARITUFT” Rucs & SPREADS 
CHENILLE BEDSPREADS 


“BETH” ROBES 


DALTON, GA. 


Plant: Dalton, Ga. New York Office: 71 W. 35th Street 











PICCINI 


Antonion Piccini Co., 25 Clinton Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., greet their friends and 
patrons with all good wishes for the 
New Year. 

















GOTTFRIED BAKING CO., Inc. | 
715 — 11th AVENUE r 
NEW YORK CITY 








Compliments of 


CAKE BAKERS UNION—LOCAL 51 
OF GREATER NEW YORK 


H. HOROWITZ, President H. LORBER, Secretary N. EHRLICH, Manager 


























BERKO 
Malted Milk Co., Inc. 4) 
242 SOUTH Ist STREET 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 



































APRIL, 1946 





sues nis Curd 


THE GAMBLER OF NEW ORLEANS 


YOU CAN'T DREAM OF A TEAM 
MORE EXCITING THAN THE LOVERS IN 


WARKERS Big q est! 
EDNA FERBERS sororsones wm FLORA ROBSON HAL B WALLS ox cress a OAM WOOD 


Screenplay by Cosey Robinson ° Music by Max Steiner 





Every year at this season, H. J. Heinz Company 


We are anxious to avoid 
any misunderstanding as 
Passover approaches. 
The © seal of approval 
of THE UNION OF 
ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF 
AMERICA is on more 
than 50 of the Heinz 
Varieties. We have adver- 
tised this seal of approval 
consistently for many 
years, 

Because of our exten- 
sive © advertising, we 
feel that it is our respon- 
sibility to avoid any 
confusion which may 
exist about the endorse- 
ment on our products. 
We, therefore, repeat our 
annual statement:— 


“HEINZ @ VARIETIES ARE 
KOSHER DURING THE REST 
OF THE YEAR, BUT WE HAVE 
NO VARIETIES THAT ARE 
PESACH DICK’ * 


auncusuced that 


HEINZ VARIETIES 


with the () seal of endorsement 


Wat "Kosher for Passover 


VEGETARIAN 


VEGETABLE 
SOUP At this, the first 


“Season of Lib- 
eration” since 
the Liberation 

a. tee 
“WEIND 2 ee that came with 

BAKED DEANS WEIN2 7 
~ OVEN 

Aa) a 
\ vat. ig 


Victory, we 

wish our many 

friends a Happy 
Passover! 


H. J. HEINZ 


COMPANY 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
h\ TOMATO 
\ KETCHUP 


o> 

SP? vanes 
== 

6 tint Compare 


MAKERS OF THE 57 VARIETIES 





P\ Pa 





